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MR. B. R. MEAD.

MB. B. R. MEAD, whose
portrait appears this month,
joined the Post Office Service
a.s a Counter Clerk and
Telegraphist in 1900, and eight
years later, passing the Supple-
mentary Examination, was
appointed to the Money Order
Office. From there he was
transferred to the London
Telephone Service, and during
the war suffered a metamor-
phosis from the grade of Clerk
to Assistant Superintendent of
Traffic, Class II, being pro-
moted in 1925 to the first class,
and went to Canterbury as
District Manager in 1930. He
possesses studious qualities and
has a facility of expression,
including a partiality for the

" honeyed " phrase which is
perhaps only to be expected in
one of his patronymic—qualities
which stand him in good stead
in the successful running of his
district. Before going to his
present post he lived at
Chipping Bar-net, and took
an active interest in its
rich associations of the past
and in the administration of
its old charities. He, therefore,
finds life in the shadow of
England's premier cathedral
much to his liking, although he
still retains a great fondness for
London. In his leisure moments
he keeps a garden as orderly as
he keeps an office, and with
car and camera manages to
fill all " indirectly occupied
time," as they say in telephone
traffic circles. Mead's motto
in all that he does is
" Thoroughness."
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MAJOR J. F. DARBY.

THE subject of our sketch
entered the Secretary's Office
in 1904 equipped with a liberal
technical education. He re-
ceived training as an exchange
manager at Sheffield in 1913,
returning to London later in
that year to serve as Traffic
Inspector in the newly-formed
Headquarter.-: Traffic Section.
He was promoted to Assistant
Inspector of Telephone and
Telegraph Traffic, Class II, in
1916, and Class I in 1925.
Last month he was appointed
District Manager of the North
Midland Telephone District.
He represented Headquarters
on a Commission sent to the
United States in 1930 to
investigate Long Distance Tele-
phone method- and organisation.
He has played a leading part
in carrying- into effect the
recommendations of that Com-
mittee, viz- : the immediate
introduction of demand working
throughout the Long Distance
Service of this country and
has achieved a reputation as a

specialist in this field, notably
by his thoroughness and energy
and also b}' his cordial and
successful co-operation with
other colleagues in all spheres.
His lectures and writings on
the subject are probably well
known to most of our readers.

Major Darby served four
years in France with the Royal
Engineers during the war,
passing through the various
ranks from Sapper to Acting
Captain. He commanded No. 70
Motor Air-Line Section, and
concluded as O.C. Signals,
Douai-Valenciennes area. He
has commanded a Signal Com-
pany for many years since the
war and is now Second-in-
Command of the 44th (Home
Counties) Divisional Signals.

In his younger days he
exercised the art of prestidigita-
tor with astounding proficiency,
juggling with balls and packs
of cards with the same aptitude
with which he handles trunk
problems in his maturer years.
Now much of his leisure is
absorbed in writing articles,
he finds time for relaxation in
tennis, badminton and bridge.
He enjoys horse-riding and
has recently acquired a car.
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MR. W. H. GUXSTOX.

THE portrait gallery of
notable men and women in
the Telegraph ami Telephone
Service cannot lie more
appropriately brought to a
close than by adding W. H.
Gunston. whose hand and
brain have guided this Journal
since its birth in October,
1014. and who is primarily
responsible for any success
which it has achieved.

Born in 1S73. Gimston was
educated at a private school
and joined the ranks of the
National Telephone Company
in May, 1892. He has thus
had over 41 years of unbroken
telephone service. When the
National Telephone Journal
was inaugurated in April, 1906,
he was appointed first
Sub-Editor, and then a year
or two later Acting Editor.
Transferred to the Post Office
on Jan. 1, 1912, Gunston was
the obvious choice as Managing
Editor of this Journal : and
he tackled with success a task
which was most difficult owing
to the outbreak of war before
the appearance of its first

Apart from his
editorial duties, he has con-
tributed many original articles
to our pages ; and his verse
and prose ait- as familiar to
our readers as they were to
those of Jttilji, Mooii.ihnir,
and other publications t l i i r tv
years ago.

Fond of walking anil dancing,
Gunston has wandered over
most of Western Europe : and
as a linguist lie has studied
Omar Khayyam in the original.
He finds pleasure in puzzling
over Arabic and Persian texts
and, as lie puts it, in 1he
acquirement of i inrcinunerative
knowledge generally.

Those who have been
fortunate enough to be
associated with him on the
Kditorial Committee will
always carry wi t l i them the
pleasantest recollection of his
lovable personality : and in
the columns of this Journal
his happy turn of phrase, his
kindly wit, and his scholarly
handling of statistical data
have won him the affection
and respect of a wide circle
of readers. He may look
back on his official career
with pride, and we wish him
happiness in his coming
7'etirement.

[Phitograph bv Howard Brooke, Rushey Green.


