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ON TIPTOE 
T

he very nature of the contracts awarded to 
Alton Batteries of Merit keeps us ever on top 
of our form. For to-day, so many great 

names, Institutions and Governments are asso­
cited with Alton installations that never for one 
moment is our diligence relaxed to preserve the 
trust placed in us. 

Against enormous and organised competition; 

ATT 

LTD.I 

against an early prejudice-Alton Batteries of 
Merit have, through no other reason than out­
standing and exemplary performance, won their 
way to the top. 

And so, to continue to deserve this success, we 
remain always on tiptoe-abreast of any means 
or method whereby we can improve our 
products. 

IT 
Ttle/>ll011<: Allon 67. Te/egmn1s: •• /JATTERY, ALTON." 

LONDON OFFICE: 

CONNINGTON HOUSE, NORFOLK STREET, STRAND 

Tele/J/1one: Tem/J{e /Jar 9265.6. 

Tele.p-ams:' BATTER/COL BSTRAND LONDON" 



The 

Telephone 

Subscriber 

of 

Tomorrow 

Provision for future development is 

perhaps the telephone engineer's 

greatest problem. The British Post 

Office, The South African Govern­

ment, the Polish and Lithuanian 

State Telephone Administrations 

are among those who have found 

their plans for improved and exten­

ded service materially assisted by 

having adopted:-

Ill. 

STROWGER 

AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE 

EQUIPMENT 

SUPPLIED FOR BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SERVICE 

. 

AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC CO. LTD. 

STROWGER WORKS, LIVERPOOL 



IV. 

THE IMPROVED 

GC@oPHONC 
SUBSCRIBER'S SET 

-the standard self-contained bakelite instru­
ment for public service. Unique in design, 
unsurpassed in performance, this telephone 
possesses every feature demanded by the discri­
minating user. Of those qualities importan� in 
the light of modern developments, the most out­
standing is improved intelligibility resulting 
from the maximum suppression of side tone. 
This instrument is unequalled for tropical 
service and has been adopted by Adminis­
trations in all parts of the world. 

TELEPHONE 

COVENTRY 

WORKS 

Telephone: Coventry 4111 Telegrams: "Sprlngjack, Coventry" 

London Office: MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, W.C.2 

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 



P/10/o�o[rn/Nis, Sl1atv 

I The Front View of Power Board and Auto Units. 
I The Main Frame. 
I The Front View of Auto Units. 
I The Battery Room. 

v. 

()NLY the very best in internal telephone 
equipment would satisfy the 

, 
authorities 

responsible for SHENLEY HOSPITAL and 
they chose the Ericsson Intercommunication 
System. 

Every development in telephone research and 
progress has been incorporated in this fine 
system, the illustrations of which are shown here. 

Ericsson's manufacture, supply and install 
complete automatic exchange equipment of the 
'director ' and ' non-director' types for any 
number of lines. 

May we send you informative literature-post 
free? 

ERICSSON TELEPHONES LIMITED 
67/73, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 

Telephone: Holborn 3271/3 Work.s: Beeston, Notts 

TELEPHONE 
EXCHANGE 
EQUIPMENT 



VI. 

The Telephone for noisy situations 

g{M� 
NEOPHONE 

TYPE 300 

Can be supplied for : 

Automatic, Central Battery, 

Magneto, & Battery Call systems, 

to meet practically all requirements. 

I 

In the "Neophone" Type 300 the unrivalled transmission efficiency and 

articulation of our original " Neophone " has been rendered still more 

effective by the addition of our new "Anti-sidetone Induction Coil." 

Under all conditions the side tone control of this· new instrument 

produces a delightful sense of naturalness. 

lU.M"-b"'Tll Oii Mllf 
lt'l'U. nu...,.tn TMl 
011 tirw •. 111C�e1<t ""' 
0"1AT(Ti'UIMNU'•e• 
JUlf(UOrt U1lltUlllO�, 
'fli t MtW I Nnl �I"'' O!IO'JG'ol 
n•\·4 'llM 01•<1 t .------+--+---!--"'£ 

The Type 3 oo " Neophone " solves 

the difficulty of telephoning in noisy 

offices, engine rooms, railway stations 

and factories where an ordinary 
telephone is almost useless. 

i " ---+---l--+- ·-l--+ -+---+-+-__,,,-----t------l 
,

, 

It is used by the British Post Office, 

and after exhaustive practical tests 

has been adopted by many important 
Electricity Supply Authorities, Rail­

ways, Traction Companies, Collieries, 

etc. 
Curves showing improvement effected by the use of 
our new patent �ASTIC circuit in various situations. Full particulars on requeat 

. . 

SIEMENS BROTHERS & co .. LTD. WOOLWICH, LONDOf\,I, s. E. 18. 
Te/ephonf! · Woolw1ch 1161 / 



ELIMINATES NEED FOR 

SKILLED MAINTENANCE 

AND ENSURES MAXIMUM 

RELIABILITY AT MINIMUM 

COST 

ENTIRELY AUTOMATIC-

NO RELAYS, CONTACTORS 

OR MOVING PARTS OF 

ANY KIND 

HIGH E L E C T R I C A L  

EFFICIE NCY AT A L L  

LOADS 

ENSURES MUCH LONGER 

BATTERY LIFE, AND 

REPAIRS AND RENEWALS 

PRACTICALLY 

ELIMINATED 

VII. 

(ot TELEPHONE, TELEGRAPH 

& SIGNAL SYSTEMS. EMERGENCY 

LIGHTING & POWER 

BATTERIES Etc. 

Automatic Charging Transrecter with cover removed. 
24 volt, 3 ampere size. Overall dimensions: 28 x 15 x 14 ins. deep. 

Siemens Automatic Charging Transrecter (incorporating 
Westinghouse Metal Rectifier), in conjunction with a 
suitable accumulator battery, provides the most efficient 
and economical method for obtaining an ABSOLUTELY 
RELIABLE D.C. SUPPLY FROM A.C. SUPPLY MAINS. 
Current is supplied as required to meet the load conditions, 
the battery being automatically recharged at the proper 
rate to maintain it in its highest state of efficiency, and is 
always ready should the supply mains fail. 

SIEMENS BROTHERS E- CO., LIMITED 
WOOLWICH, LONDON, S. E .18. 

-----

Tel.: Woolwlch 1161 



VIII. 

PUBLISHED BY PITMAN 
A Selection of Books for P.O. Engineers and Students 

TELEPHONY. 

Vol. 1. MANUAL SWITCHING SYSTEMS AND LINE PLANT. 
By T. E. HERBERT, M. l.E E., Superintending Engineer. 
l'.0. Engineering Department, G.P.0., London, and W. S. 
Procter, A.M.l.E.E. Demy 8vo. cloth gilt, 1200 pp. Second 
Edition. 20 /- net. 
(Vol. 2. AUTOMATIC TEl.EPHONY, in preparation). 

TELEGRAPHY. 

13y T. E. HllRBERT, l\<I.l.E.E. A detailed exposition of the 
Telegraph Sy.stem of the British Post Office. Crown 8vo, 
cloth gilt, 1224 pp. Fifth Edition. 20/- net. 

RELAYS IN AUTOMATIC TELEPHONY. 

By R. W. PALMER, A.M.l.E.E. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 
190 pp. 10/6 net. 

ALTERNATING CURRENT BRIDGE METHODS. 

By B. HAGUE, D.Sc.(Lond.), Ph.D., D.l.C., A.C.G.l., 
M.l.E.E., i\o!.A.l.E.E .. F.P.S.L. Demy 8vo, cloth gilt, 
424 pp. Third Edition. 15/- net. 

ACOUSTICAL ENGINEERING. 

By Vv'. \\7EsT, 8.A., A.1"1.1.E.E. Demy 8vo, cloth gilt, 
352 pp. 15/- net. 

PRIVATE AU TOMATIC BRANCH EXCHANGES. 

By R. T. A. DtrnNISON, of the Engineer-in-Chief's De pari­
ment, G.P.O., London. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 304 pp. 
12/6 net. 

PRACTICAL TELEPHONE HANDBOOK AND GUIDE 
TO THE TELEPHONIC EXCHANGE. 

By J. Pooui, A. M. I. E. E. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 870 pp. 
Seventh Edition. 18/- net. 

THE DIRECTOR SYSTEM OF AUTOMATIC 
TELEPHONY. 

By W. E. HuosoN, B.Sc., Wh.Sc., A.C.G.I., Engineer­
in-Chief's Department, G.P.0., London. Crown Svo, cloth 
gilt, 166 pp. 5/- net. 

THE CALL INDICATOR SYSTEM IN AUTOMATIC 
TELEPHONY. 

By A. G. FREESTONE, of the Automatic Training School, 
G.P.O., London. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 124 pp. 6/- net. 

MODERN RADIO COMMUNICATION. 

By ]. H. REYNER, B.Sc., A.C.G.I., D.t.c., A.M.l.E.E. 
Crown Svo, cloth, 318 pp. Fourth Edition. 5/- net. 

Write for details of tl1ese boolts, post free on request : 

SIR ISAAC PITMAN & SONS, LTD., Parker Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 

A MIL ES T ONE IN 

TELEGRAPH HISTORY 
TELEPRINTERS COMPLETELY SUPERSEDE 

MORSE APPARATUS IN THE CENTRAL 

TELEGRAPH OFFICE 

The British Post Office, fol­
lowing their progressive 
policy, has been steadily re­

placing Morse Apparatus by 
Teleprinters during the last 
few years. 

This change-over enables I 00 

telegrams an hour to be 
dealt with on each circuit as 
compared with 34 by the 
Morse System. 

CREED & COMPANY, LTD., 
Telephone­

Croydon 2121 
Telegraph House 
CROYDON 

Telex­

Croydon Te/ex 1082 



ix. 

Telephone Cables 
and switchboard • wires 

As with all other Henley Products, the manufacture of Telephone Cables, 

Switchboard Wires and auxiliary conductors is governed by the 

accumulated experience of years of specialised production. 

Before delivery is made to you their behaviour 

in actual installation is computed as near as 

human ingenuity can compute it. Our Research 

Laboratories at Gravesend deal with the practi­

cal problems of installation as well as those of 

manufacture. May we be of set'vice to you ? 

HENLEY 

W. T. HENLEY'S TELEGRAPH WORKS COMPANY, LTD. 

HOLBORN VIADUCT LONDON, E.C. I 

TURN ER DIFFERENTIAL 
MILLIAMMETERS 
C.P . 0 . No. 17 
& No. 18 

exacting demands 

for balancing currents 

in multiplex telegraph circuits. 
--
------A quality 

pro duct of out standi n g  
m erit-----------

Also manufacturers of G.P.O. 

Detector No. 4, and a compre­
hensive line of instruments for 
precision electrical measure-

ments. 
T eleph011e : Hieb W1combe 301. 

Telr1ram1: Cor1eou1, Hieb W1co..W. 

Layi11g-up Machi11es for Dry Core Cables. 

CHILTERN WORKSt 

TOTTERIDGE A VENUEt 

HIGH WYCOMBEt 
BUCKS, ENGLAND 



x. 

NO DELAY/ 
1. 

2. 

3. 

The Post Office ON DEMAND telephone service 
which has recently been introduced is proving of 
inestimable benefit to business men in all phases 
of industry. 

Many of the additional telephone cables ·required 
in order to provide this standard of service have 
been manufactured by us at our North Woolwich 
factory. 

The standard of service we set ourselves to give 
our customers for all classes of telephone cable, is 
a first class product, and NO DELAY. 

Biandard 
Teleplto11es and Cables Limil�d 

NORTH WOOLWICH, E. I 6 
Telephone: ALBERT DOCK 1401 
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The Autodial 

Introduction. 

N 
OTWITHSTANDlNG the very extensive tele­

phone net,�ork and the tremendous vo
.
lum.e of 

traffic earned, the telephone commumcat10ns 
of the average subscriber are in the main limited to a 
comparatively small " circle " with whom his 
business and private interests are mostly concerned. 
Telephone communication with other subscribers 
outside this circle constitute a small proportion of 
the total calls made. It will be found that in a 
large majority of cases, the number of other sub­
scribers with wholn he is in moi·e 
or less regular communication 
does not exceed 25, while with 
few exceptions 50 will cover 
nearly all cases. That being so, 
it becomes readily apparent that 
the process of dialling subscribers 
within that small " circle " can 
be reduced considerably, leaving. 
subscribers outside that " circle " 
to be obtained by means of the 
normal dial. 

The Autodial has been designed 
to meet this need. It reduces the 
process of gaining the attention 
of another subscriber, in so far as 
the caller is concerned, to the 
simple operation of selecting the 
name of the person required and 
pressing a lever. Nothing more. 
The Autodial is at once both a 
directory and a dial machine. 

The Autodial is available in two 
sizes. The smaller, which is 
known as Autodial No. 1, has a 
capacity for 25 numbers and the 
larg·er, known as Autodial No. 2, 
has a capacity for 50 numbers. 
One number on each type is, how­
ever'· reserved for test purposes, 
leaving 24 and 49 numbers, 
respectively, available to the sub­
scriber. · 

VOL. xxvn. J{ 

W. A. COLLETT 

The external appearance of the Autodial-Fig. 1-
is a rectangular black japanned metal box, on the 
top of which are two labels bearing the names and 
telephone numbers -of the subscribers obtainable. 
Between the two labels is a sliding pointer, which 
frames the name and number of the required sub­
scriber. The nan,es printed on the labels will be 
supplied by the renter and will usually be the. 
colloquial name by which the person or fin11 is known. 
The telephone number, by the way, is required only 
in the case of any particular subscriber who for the 

FIG. 1.-T1m AUTODIAL, 
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FIG. 2.-MllCHANISM, VIEWED FROM FRONT. 

time being might be on 
interception service and for 
the guidance of the faults­
man. The Autodial No. 1 
is approximately 7" long 

x 5f' wide x 4" high, and 
the Autodial No. 2 is 
approximately 10" x 5�" 

x 4". 
Two views of the com­

plete mechanism of the 
Autodial are shown in Figs. 
2 and 3. 

The Number Discs. 

The Autodial consists of 
a number, 25 or 50, as the 
case may be, of castellated 
discs. Each disc is pre­
pared with what might be 
termed a code correspond­
ing with the trains of im­
pulses necessary to call a 
particular subscriber. The 
function of the disc is to 
control the impulses set up 
by the impulsing mechanism 
so that only the impulses 
necessary for the particular 
digits making up the called 
subscriber's nwnber are 
transmitted to the line. The 
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disc may therefore be regarded as 
taking the place of the impulse wheel 
on the normal dial. The disc, however, 
is capable of controlling the complete 
number of trains of digits necessary for 
the various systems of automatic work­
ing, Unit Auto, Non-Director, with a 
maximum of seven trains for the 
Director System. In addition, the disc 
provides for the necessary inter-digit 
pause between each train of impulses. 

The disc, which is known as Disc 
Autodial No. 1, is used in both Auto­
dial No. 1 and No. 2. 

The disc as issued has 120 castella­
tions or teeth. Each castellation may 
be regarded as representing an im­
pulse. In preparing the disc therefore, 
the object is to cut away all the teeth 
excepting where it is required to trans­
mit an impulse to the line. 

The disc is prepared by means of 
Tool Instrument No. 273 and the 
manner of doing so is illustrated in 
Fig. 4. The disc is inserted in the 
Tool Instrument No. 273 in the manner 
shown and it will be observed that the 
disc retaining spring is uppermost. 

Commencing from the slot, the disc 
is rotated in a clockwise direction and 
the first four teeth are cut off. This is 

FIG. 3.-MECHANISM, VIEWED FROM REAR. 



\ 
' 

' 

Number' Disc 
(Disc Autodial No. I.) 

\ 
\ 
\ 

To�! Instrument 
No.273 

FIG. 4.-METHOD OF PREPARING TIIE NUMBER Disc. 

necessary in all cases, irrespective of the telephone 
number, to ensure that the off-normal springs 
adequately guard against clicks throughout the 
range of adjustment of the impulse-masking springs. 

Proceeding to cut the number, the disc is rotated 
until the first tooth past the cut stands opposite the 
number on the gauge corresponding to the last digit. 
If, for instance, the number NAT. 6321 is to be cut 
off, then the first tooth will stand against the 
numeral 1 on the gauge. By operating the '' Tool, 
Instrument No. 273," eight teeth are then cut off the 
disc, forming an inter-digit pause of 800 milliseconds. 
The disc is then rotated until the first tooth past the 
cut stands against the numeral on the gauge corre­
sponding to the last digit but one-in the telephone 
number taken as an example, this will be the 
numeral 2-and a second series of eight teeth are cut 
off forming the second inter-digit pause. The re­
maining digits are set up in a similar manner pro­
ceeding always from the last digit backwards in the 
correct order, to the first digit and an inter-digit 
pause of 800 milliseconds being cut out between each. 

All the teeth remaining after the last digit has been 
cut, should be cut off. The finished disc will present 
the appearance of a toothed wheel having a series of 
sets of teeth. Each set of teeth will be separated 
by a space equivalent to eight teeth where the teeth 
have been cut off and the number of teeth in each set 
will be equivalent to the number of the digit it is 
required to dial. The illustration shows the telephone 
number NAT 6321 already set up and the unwanted 
teeth at the end being cut off. 

It will be observed in practice that a short length 
of each tooth remains after cutting. This is in order 
and has been allowed for in design. It would 
require a much more powerful tool than Tool Instru­
ment No. 273 to cut off the teeth clean at the base. 
Nevertheless, it is extremely important that the tool 
should cut off as much of the teeth as is possible, 
otherwise dialling difficulties are likely to arise. 

The disc used for test purposes is prepared in the 
following manner. Commencing from the slot and 
rotating the disc in a clockwise direction cut out lO 
teeth, leave lO teeth, cut out 40 teeth, leave lO teeth, 
cut out 40 teeth, leaving the remaining lO teeth. 
This disc will therefore send out three trains of lO 
impulses with a pause of 4 seconds between each of 
them. 

The whole of the discs are carried on a common 

spindle which is coupled through a train of reduction 
gears to a clockwork motor. 

The Clockwork Motor and Confrol Mechanism. 

The clockwork mechanism is controlled by means 
of a lever, termed the Start Lever, situated on the 
front of the Autodial. This lever has two functions. 
In the first place, depression of the lever to its fullest 
extent further tensions the main spring of the clock­
work motor (which is already partly wound up) equal 
to the tension lost in driving the drum of discs one 
revolution. 

The second function of the start lever is illustrated 
in Fig. 5. As the lever is depressed, it rotates an 

CamB 

Impulse Sprmgs 
A<Jwl Tension 

Spring 

FIG. 5.-CONTROL MECHANISM. 

eccentric cam A on the opposite end of the main 
spindle. This eccentric cam operates a Y-shaped 
pawl. In its normal position one arm of this pawl 
engages in a slot in the cam B on the drum of discs, 
so preventing the drum rotating. The other arm 
engages a pin on the impulsing cam spindle. 

The purpose of this engagement is to ensure that 
when the drum of discs comes to rest after dialling, 
the impulsing cam will be definitely stopped in the 
position in which the impulse springs make contact. 
Reference to the circuit explanafory diagram, Fig. 6, 
will show that if this were otherwise, the line would 
be disconnected. 

Li 

lZ 

FIG. 6.-CONNEXION OF AUTODIAL WHEN USED WITH 

HANomcROTl!LEPHONE. 

The Y-shaped pawl is normally maintained in 
position under tension provided by a light spring 
mounted on the impulsing spring bank. 

When the start lever is fully depressed, the 
eccentric cam A lifts the Y-shaped pawl clear of the 
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slot in cam B and upon the release of the start' lever 
the drum of discs is free to rotate. At the same 
time, the other arm of the Y-shaped pawl lifts clear 
of the pin on the impulsing cam spindle and the 
impulsing cam is also, free to rotate. 

During the rotation of the discs, the Y-shaped 
pawl rides on cam B and is so kept out of engage­
ment. 

When the drum of discs has made one complete 
revolution, the Y-shaped pawl falls into the slot on 
cam B and further rotation of the discs is stopped. 
At the same time, the other arm of the Y-shaped 
pawl locks the impulsing cam. 

The start lever returns to its normal position 
during the rotation of the discs, and must not be 
retarded or interfered with in any way during this 
return. If it be interfered with, the speed of the 
rotating discs is varied and the dialling impulses will 
be mutilated. The start lever must return to its 
normal position freely and unaided. The design of 
the start lever mechanism so that the clockwork 
motor is released only after the start lever has been 
fully depressed, obviates two difficulties. In the first 
place, it will be realized that the main spring of the 
clockwork motor must always be kept nearly fully 
wound up, in order to maintain a relatively constant 
speed. If the clockwork motor could be released 
after the start lever had been only partly depressed, 
then, as the drum of discs must make one complete 
revolution, the condition would arise where more 
tension was tal�en out of the main spring than was 
put in. Consequently after a few such operations 
the clockwork motor would be completely un­
wound, in all probability coming· to rest with the 
drum of discs left in a position other than normal. 
Moreover for a number of operations before the 
clockwork motor had become completely unwound, 
the speed would have been so much reduced as 
seriously to mutilate the impulses and render them 
useless. 

The second difficulty which has been obviated by 
the design adopted is that of over-winding. It will 
be appreciated that with operations each resulting 
in a little over-winding, . the condition would 
eventually arise where the main spring would refuse 
to be wound up any more, (apart from the risk of 
breakage) and the mechanism would lock. 
Release of the mechanism could then be 
effected only by taking the mechanism out of 
the case and releasing the retaining pawl. 

The speed of the Autodial is governed by 
a governor similar to that on the normal dial 
and is such that the standard impulsing 
speed of 10 impuls.es per second is main­
tained. The method of adjustment of the 
governor on the Autodial is similar to that 
for the governor on the ·normal dial, the 
governor springs being bent inwards to in­
crease speed and outwards to decrease speed. 
One difference will be observed on inspection 
of the Autodial governor, that is, the 
governor springs are set slightly inward, 
whereas in the normal dial correctly adjusted . 
for speed, the governor springs are roughly 
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parallel. The setting inward of the governor springs 
on the Autodial is in order that the inertia of the 
mass of discs may be more quickly overcome and 
correct speed reached as soon as possible. 

The Impulsing Spring Assembly. Fig. 7. 

A butterfly cam of insulating material continuously 
rotating between two contact springs is employed in 
this device. The butterfly cam rotates at 5 revolu­
tions per second, providing in that time 10 complete 

FIG. 7.-lMPULSE SPRING ASSEMBLY. 

cycles of break and make of the impulse contact 
springs. The cutting of the butterfly cam is such as 
to provide the standard break to make ratio of 66 

and 33 milli-secs. respectively. 

The Impulse Masking Spring Assembly. Figs. 8 
and 9. 

The impulse masking springs are controlled by the 
impulse masking pawl. Tension is applied to the 
impulse masking pawl by the pawl tension spring. 

PAWL TENSION SPRING 

IMPULSE. MASKING SPRINGS 

FIG. 8.-h!PULSE MASKING SPRINGS. 

The impulse masking contact springs are extended 
in the form of wipers travelling over the wiper bars 
which are in turn wired in parallel with the impulsing 
springs. The impulse masking contact springs are 

Impulse Atasl<ing P<1wl Pciwl li:ms1on Spring 
lmpulseMaskingSpring � · . . 

Off' normal Springs • 
lide Bar Wtpers 

Number Disc 

mpu/sing Cam 

mpu/se Springs 

FIG. 9.-ELllCTRICAL CONNEXIONS OF AUTODIAL. 



normally making and they also make when those 
portions of the number disc where the teeth have been 
cut away are passing the impulse masking pawl. 
When the impulse masking pawl is riding on a 
castellation on a number disc, the contact springs 
are opened and the phase relationship between these 
springs and the impulsing springs is arranged so 
that the latter are open at the same time. ·By the 
special shaping of the impulse masking pawl, it is 
arranged that, when a slot between two consecutive 
castellatfons on a number disc forming part of a digit 
train is passing the impulse masking pawl, although 
the pawl, in following the contour of the discs, 
reduces the clearance between the contact springs, 
they do not make contact. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the impulse masking 
springs short-circuit the impulsing springs at all 
times excepting during the digit trains as set up on 
the particular disc selected. 

The impulse masking spring assembly is carried 
on a bracket secured to the number selector. 

Provision is made in the method of securing the 
impulse masking spring assembly to the number 
selector to provide for adjustment to ensure the 
correct phase relationship between the impulsing 
springs and the masking springs previously referred 
to. Referring to Fig. 10, it will be seen that the 
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FIG. 10.-NUMBllR SELECTOR. 

bracket carrying the impulse masking spring 
assembly is secured to the number carriage by two 
screws through drawn holes. By slacking off the 
fixing screws and rotating the eccentric screw, the 
position of the bracket can be varied. This varies 
the position of the impulse masking pawl in relation 
to the castellations on the number disc. 

'i\Then in correct adjustment, the masking springs 
should break during the closure of the impulse 
springs prior to the first break of the digit train and 
remake during the closure of the impulsing springs 
immediately after the last break of the digit train. 

The Number Selector. 

The number selector is illustrated in Fig. 10. It 
takes the form of a sliding carriage which may be 

moved longitudinally over the drum of number discs. 
The number selector carric3 on its upper side a 
pointer which frames the name of the wanted sub­
scriber on the label on the top of the Autodial. 

Also, as previously described, on this carriage is 
fitted the impulse masking spring assembly ... By 
moving the pointer on top of the Autodial to the 
name of the called subscriber, the impulse masking 
spring assembly is positioned over the corresponding 
number disc. 

Sliding Carriage Locating Device. 

Fig. 11 illustrates the method whereby it is ensured 
that the number carriage will not stay in an inter-

Selector Carriage, 
' 

-... Rack 

FIG. 11.-SLIDING CARRIAGE LOCATING DEVICE • 

mediate position between two discs. A steel ball is 
held in tension against a rack by means of a flat 
steel spring. The steel spring should be tensioned 
sufficiently to ensure that the sliding carriage will not 
stay in an intermediate position, but not so heavily 
tensioned as to make movement of the pointer too 
stiff. _ 

The flat steel spring i$ mounteq on a small angle 
bracket which, being secured to the sliding carriage 
by two screws through . drawn holes, provides a 
means of adjustment of the sliding carriage in 
relation to the rack. 

Off-normal Springs Assembly. Fig. 12. 
The off-normal springs serve precisely the same 

function as those on the normal dial. Normally they 

I 0 o I 
FIG. 12.-0FF-NORMAL SPRING ASSEMBLY. 

are resting on an ebonite collet forced on to the end 
of the number disc locating bar. They operate 
immediately the Autodial moves off · normal and 
remain operated until the Autodial again comes to 
r.est. 
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Seven-Digit A.C. Keysending 

Introdu.ctio11. 

S
EVEN-DIGIT A.C. Keysending is a develop­

ment of the Four-Digit Keysending scheme 
which has been described in previous articles 

in the Journal and is a further step in the elimination 
of the B-operator in the setting up of exchange 
connexions in the London telephone network. Since 
the introduction of automatic working, the Tandem 
exchange has been the only routing centre for in­
directly routed traffic originated at manual exchanges 
to other exchanges in the 10-mile ring. Under the 
Semi-mechanical Tandem routing scheme, the A­
operator at the manual exchange orders the call on 
an order-wire to the Tandem B-operator, who keys 
the required code and number into the sender, which 
then routes the call to the automatic or manual 
exchange required. In the s�ven-Digit A.C. Key­
sending scheme, the control of the call is solely in the 
hands of the A-operator, who keys seven digits, i.e., 
the exchange code followed by the four numerical 
digits, over a junction to a suitable nearby automatic 
exchange where the call, after being set up in a 
sender, is routed via the normal director equipment 
to the objective exchange. The exact routing 
arrangements are described later, but the essence of 
the scheme is that each manual exchange adopting 
direct seven-digit keysending utilizes a suitable auto­
matic exchange as a routing centre for the whole of 
its indirectly routed traffic. 71 manual exchanges, 
including 22 in the 10-12! mile ring, have been 
selected and 33 automatic exchanges in the 10-mile 
ring are to be used as routing centres for the indirect 
manual traffic. Each automatic exchange, in 
general, acts as the centre for two or three manual 
exchanges, as determined by the junction cable 
lay-out. 

The decision to adopt this system in the London 
area was made for three main reasons :-

(1) The improvement in service to be anticipated 
by the fact that only one operator handles 
the call. 

(2) The saving in operating costs by the recovery 
of approximately 80 Keysender B-positions 
in the Tandem exchang-e, Holborn building, 
by the beginning of 1935. 

(3) The fact that the recovery of the K.S.B.­
positions at Tandem will free space, which 
by certain re-arrangements will enable the 
new Chancery automatic unit, which must 
be opened in 1936, to be accommodated in 
the Holborn-Tandem building and thus 
obviate the provision of a new site and 
building in that area, the cost of which 
would, it is estimated, not be less than 
£100,000. 
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Outline of Method of Worhing. 

Fig. 1 illustrates the method of routing calls under 
seven-digit keysending conditions, Fig. l(a.) illus­
trating a call from a manual exchange to an auto­
matic exchange via the keysending centre ancl 
mechanical Tandem, and Fig. l(b) illustrating a 

call from one manual exchange to another manual 
exchange via the same channels. 

As regards the manual-auto call, the A-operator 
plugs into the outgoing jack of a junction to the 
keysending centre; the junction relay-set causes the 
associated sender hunter to search for a free 7-digit 
sender, the V.F. hunter of which searches for and 
finds a free V.F. tuned relay-set. These relay-sets 
are used indiscriminately in conjunction with the 4-
digit system and the 7-digit system, i.e., the 4- and 
7-digit V.F. hunter multiples are common. Pip-pip 
tone is given back over the junction to the A­
operator, and the calling supervisory lamp darkens 
indicating that keying may proceed. The A-operator 
then depresses the start and cancel key, as in the 
4-digit system, to " clean-up " the sender, and then 
keys the exchange code followed by the four 
numerical digits. The single or mixed frequencies 
are received on the V. F. sets and the corresponding 
digits are stored in the sender storage relays. On 
the completion of keying, the operator's keysend 
lamp goes out, the V.F. set having been released. 

Each 7-digit sender has associated with it an A­
digit selector fitted on the same rack as the A-digit 
selectors for automatic subscribers' traffic, thus 
having access to the whole of the exchange directors. 
The seven digits stored in the sender are trans­
mitted as Strowger impulses to the A-digit selector 
and then to a free director on the particular level 
selected, the director pulsing out the necessary 
translation via the sender and junction relay-set to 
route the call from the lst code selector (group 
selector type) to Tandem, through first and second 
Tandem selectors and the auto-auto repeater to the 
automatic exchange required. The four numerical 
digits follow and select the particular subscriber re­
quired at the automatic exchange. When the 
director has completed its sending, the Sender is 
released for further calls and the A-operator's calling 
supervisory lamp re-lights till the called subscriber 
answers, when it is again darkened till the end of the 
conversation. 

The same operations apply for a call to a manual 
exchange (see Fig. I(b) ) except that when the 
director has sent the translated impulses, a C.C.I. 
repeater is picked up at Tandem and prevents the 
director pulsing the numerical digits until a free 
coder has been connected to the junction. The 
numerical digits are then stored in the coder until 
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FIG. 1.-METHOD OF ROUTING CALLS. 

the junction to the manual exchange has found a free 
C.C.I. position, with its associated decoding, 
storage, and display relay groups, and display panel. 
vVhen the required number is displayed, the operator 
connects it with her cord circuit and the A-operator's 
calling supervisory lamp remains alight until the 
subscriber answers. 

levels have separate access to the higher grade 
junctions. 

Development of 1-Digit Scheme through its various 
Stages: Preliminary Design. 

Immediately the decision to adopt 7-digit key­
sending had been made, a considerable amount of 
work had to be carried out to determine the most 
suitable routing centres for the manual exchanges at 
which keysending was to be adopted. It was con­
sidered uneconomical to adopt 7-digit keysending at 
manual exchanges which would be converted to 
automatic working before the beginning of 1936 and 
one or two manual exchanges to be converted in 
1 936 were eliminated owing to the absence of suit­
able economic routing centres. As mentioned pre­
viously, 71 manual exchanges and 33 automatic 
exchanges are involved. 

Owing to the small quantity of common apparatus, 
the circuit is arranged so that the 6-12 second time 
pulse on the V.F. sets throws the sender out should 
an incomplete number of digits be set up. Pulsing 
to the director does not commence till all seven digits 
have been set up, but directly the pulsing out has 
commenced the sender is dependent upon the A-digit 
and director time pulses. 

The majority of 7-digit keysending calls are routed 
via Tandem or Sub-Tandem exchanges after leaving 
the automatic keysending centre, although in a few 
cases certain calls may be routed over direct junctions 
from the keysending centre off 1 st, 2nd or 3rd code 
selectors. In general, the outlets from the keysend­
ing lst code levels are commoned to the outlets from 
the subscribers' 1st code levels, so that the 7-digit 
calls and subscribers' calls use the same junctions, 
but in certain instances, to meet transmission con­
ditions, a higher grade of conductor to Tandem or 
Sub-Tandem is required for the 7-digit traffic and 
the keysending 1 st code tandem and sub-tandem 

To determine the most suitable routing centre for 
the manual exchanges, it was necessary to study 
each case individually from the point of view of the 
lay-out of the junction plant to adjacent automatic 
exchanges, the availability of junction plant from 
these exchanges to Tandem and the area Sub­
Tandem, and also the necessity of providing high­
grade junctions to the keysending centres and also 
to Tandem and Sub-Tandems to meet the trans­
mission design figure used for London connexions. 
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Consideration had also to be given to the number of 
junctions required; the calls were converted lo 
traffic units, combined with that of other associated 
manual exchanges, and added to that of the key­
sending centre. The total traffic thus obtained was 
routed on an economic basis for direct, Sub-Tandem, 
or Tandem routing. Fig. 2 is a diagram of the 
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possible routings for manually originated traffic. 
Locally situated automatic exchanges were not 
available for a number of manual exchanges situated 
outside the 10-mile circle and it has been decided lo 
cater for this traffic at Holborn exchange by provid­
ing a separate group of directors, wit.h access to the 
Holborn outgoing routes where transmission con­
ditions will permit. In other cases, direct access t:o 
the outgoing Tandem network will be provided. 

Li11e Plant Worli. 

The work of providing new cables, involving in 
some cases new cluctways and manholes, loading and 
balancing, has been a task of no small magnitude 
for the external engineers in the London Engineer­
ing District, but in spite of initial 
difficulties in obtaining supplies of the 
new lype of loading coil, good progress 
has been made and the due elates for 
completion of certain cables have been 
anticipated by several weeks. The 
following approximate total quantities 
of material have been provided, viz., 44 
miles of cable ranging in size from. 
I 00-pr/40-lb. to 540-pr /20-Jb.; 24,500 
loading· coils in 166 loading · pots; 8 
miles of additional duct-line. In a 
number of cases the loading, which has 
been provided to meet the 7-digit key­
sending requirements, would have been 
necessary at a later stage for the rout­
ing of Sub-Tandem traffic upon con­
version of the keysending manual 
exchange to automatic working. 

Dcsif(ll a11cl Provision of the Automatic 
Eq11ipme'l1l al Keyse11di11g Centres. 

I 
I 

. I 

I 

the distribution and routing of the traffic from the 
keysending centre to the various exchanges in the 
London area, was obtained to enable the specifica­
tions for the equipment to be prepared and issued Lo 
the equipment Contractors. 

Each work, which is carried oul by the Contractor 
who originally installed the main exchange, involves 
the provision of junction relay-sets, sender hunters, 
7-digit senders and V.F. hunters, lst code selectors 
(group selector type) and A-digit selectors together 
with automatic routiners for junction relay-sets and 
senders. As regards 1 st code selectors and A-digit 
selectors, it has been found possible in a large 
number of cases to utilize spare selectors existing in 
the exchange, the group selectors being taken from 
their original positions and mounted on an existing 
rack in proximity to the 7-cligit equipment. 

The senders and junction relay-sets with their 
associated V.F. hunters and sender hunters are 
mounted on standard open-type racks 10' 611 high 
and 4' 611 wide. Fig. 3 illustrates the junction rclay­
sets, senders, and lst code selectors: it will be 
noticed that the senders are in two parts, one part 
containing the storage relays and uniselectors, and 
the other the control relays. To give an idea of the 
quantities involved, 2,400 junction relay-sets and 400 
senders are being installed in 33 exchanges. 

It has been necessary at a few exchanges lo pro­
vide additional directors on existing racks lo cover 
the increase of traflic quantities, and a few additional 
V.F. sets have also been provided by the Depart­
ment, although, in general, the number originally 
fitted for 4-cligit keysending has sufficed, the holding 
lime being very short indeed. 

During the installation of the equipment the 
standard automatic equipment tests such as insula­
tion resistance, resistance of relay coils, mechanical 
and relay adjustments, inspection, and functional 
tests are carried out by the local staffs. A call-

Traffic data giving the estimated 
quantities to be handled at each 
keysending centre as at 1935, and FIG. 3.-TYPICAL E!;!Ull'MENT AT A l\l!YSRNDING CKNTRll, 
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through · test' is made, usually during a week-end, 
calls being keyed from a manual exchange into the 
automatic exchange, every exchange and special 
service in the London area being covered, the usual 
figure of 1 % or less faults being the determining 
factor for·acceptance of the equipment. In this way 
every junction relay-set and every possible set-up on 
the senders is checked. As regards special services, 
it inay be. of interest to know that it is necessary to 
key up a series of four digits after the code to cause 
the .sender· to pulse into the director. The four 
digits �are not always completely pulsed to the 
director as the latter will drop out on completion of 
the translated code digits. The set-up for Telegrams 
is, for. example, TEL 2211. Furthermore, certain 
special services which are reached via Tandem are 
nbn-registering to automatic subscribers calling; 
there is therefore no reversal of the polarity of the 
speaking wires incoming to the repeater at Tandem 
when the special service operator ans\,ien; and hence 
if 7-digit traffic were routed over the same channels, 
no darkening of the A-operator's calling supervisory 
lamp would occur. It is therefore necessary for a 
separate code to be allotted for special services 
obtained via the 7-digit keysending route and trans� 
lated to route the traffic via a separate level in 
Tandem, with a repeater designed to give· a reversal 
when the special services operator answers. The 
o.utgoing side of this repeater is teed to the outgoing 
side of the normal repeater. A typical case is the 
Foreign Telegram Enquiry 559; an automatic sub­
scriber dials 559 and the Tandem translation is 919 
and C.O.; a keysending operator will key 578 + 2211 
and the Tandem translation is 618 and C.0. 

Another important feature of the installation work 
at the automatic exchanges is the measurement of 
the attenuator resistances to be inserted in the 
junction relay-sets to maintain a uniform value of in­
put voltage to the V.F. sets. The present method 
of measuring the required values is by means of a 
measuring set similar to a Moullin voltmeter inserted 
across the input terminals to the V.F. set and pro­
vided with a scale in which the voltage limits are 
clearly marked. The measurement is taken by send­
ing out each frequency W-900 cycles per second, 
X-750, Y-600 and Z-500 in turn from the manual 
exchange, inserting an adjustable resistance box 
between the " pad " terminals and choosing a resist­
ance value which will maintain the voltage within the 
proper limits for all four frequencies. The output 
level at the manual exchange is calculated to be 
7.5 db. above 1 milliwatt through 600 ohms and the 
input level to the V.F. sets should be between 5 and 
8 db. below 1 milliwatt through 600 ohms. On certain 
routes, in which, owing to loading, the calculated 
decibel loss is very low, it is not possible to maintain 
the voltage limits for all four frequencies with a 
series " pad " and it becomes necessary to insert 
three-element or " T-pads." A 2 µF condenser is 
fitted in series with the shunt resistance to obviate 
shunting of the D and I relays in the junction relay-
set. 

-

Re-arrangements at Keysending Centres. 

Owing to the" ;combination of 7:.digit traffic from 

the manual exchanges with the traffic originated by 
the automatic subscribers, it has been necessary at 
certain keysending centres to re-arrange a number 
of levels to give ·a more economical use of code 
selectors under the new conditions and, in addition, 
the augmenting of the routes to Tandem and Sub­
Tandem has entailed the regrading of those levels, 
throwing a large quantity of work upon the local 
staff before the introduction of keysending at the 
particular exchange concerned. The new codes for 
special services mentioned in the previous portion of 
this article have also had to be brought out on the 
directors. 

Re-arrangements and Additional Equipment at Main 
Tandem Exchange. 

A very considerable amount of work has been done 
and is still being done at Main Tandem Exchange 
in order to meet the new conditions introduced by 
7-digit keysending. The augmentation of the in­
coming routes from the automatic keysending 
centres, together with the provision, in certain cases 
for transmission reasons, of a separate high-grade 
route to Tandem, has entailed an increase in the 
number of lst and 2nd tandem selectors to carry the 
traffic through the purely automatic side of Tandem. 
Before the inception of 7-digit keysending, 2,880 lst 
tandem selectors, including 110 just fitted on spare 
shelves, existed and 2,500 were in use. It is 
estimated that by the middle of 1935 when the 
scheme, it is hoped, will be fully completed, approxi­
mately 3,500 lst tandem selectors will be required 
to carry all traffic including 7-digit traffic. 

As the initial routes were thrown over to 7-digit 
keysending, a number of keysender B-positions with· 
their associated 1 st code (group type) selectors were 
thrown spare. In order to utilize these selectors as 
lst tandem selectors, it was necessary for the out­
lets, which were incorporated in the portion of the 
grading proper to 2nd code selectors, to be regraded 
so as to be included in the portion proper to 2nd 
tandem selectors. Code selector boards U /V and 
Vi/ /X which have 480 selectors equipped were thrown 
spare of junctions, and each level was regraded so 
that the outlets from the shelf multiples were con­
nected to 2nd tandem selectors of which 250 new 
selectors had been fitted on existing racks at the 
same time as the 110 1 st tandem selectors were 
added. Similarly 2nd code selectors thrown spare 
from this regrading were picked up for use as 2nd 
tandem selectors and the 100 levels so treated were 
regraded in approximately two months, a task of no 
small magnitude. Concurrently with this work, the 
larger outgoing junction groups which consist of two 
portions, i.e., one portion from tandem selectors and 
the other portion from code selectors, have had to be 
altered so that the tandem selector portion has been· in­
creased and the code selector portion correspondingly 
reduced, to cater for the transfer of incoming- traffic 
from the Keysender B (code switch) side of Tandem 
to the Automatic (tandem switch) side of Tandem. 
Further alterations in this direction will have to be 
made as the number of 7-digit keysending exchanges 
increases, and further regrading of code selectors to 
:become tandem selectors will also be necessary as 

169' 



FIG. 4.-T.1:->DEM S11°1TCllJ!OOM, 1927. 

they arc thrown spare by the closing of keyscnder B­
positions. 

It may be mentioned here that additional 3rd stage 
selectors are being installed on the third floor of the 
Holborn Building so that levels may be available for 
new automatic exchanges to be opened up to the year 
1940. At this date, the Tandem equipment will be 
dealing almost wholly with traffic originating from 
automatic exchanges, the number of keysender B­
positions remaining being well below ten. 

One effect of the transfer of the originated manual 
traffic from the keysender B-
positions to the 1 st tandem selec-
tors is that calls to manual 
exchanges must now be handled 
by C.C.I. repeaters and coders at 
Tandem, whereas previously the 
senders associated with the K.S. 
B-positions pulsed out the C.C. I. 
impulses to the manual exchange. 
Although the number of manual 
exchanges is decreasing gradually 
year by year, it has been found 
necessary to install an additional 
600 C.C.I. repeaters and asso­
ciated coder hunters, and 35 
additional coders to cater for this 
transfer of traffic. The 600 
C.C.I. repeaters have been in-
stalled by the London District 

WomonS Lat1;. 

Wo'"""ens 

ip-----
c lcr1 ::1° /Zoo'" 

obtained from spares at Holborn ex­
change. 

Owing to the necessity for opening 
Chancery automatic exchange early in 
1936, the equipment Contractors are 
scheduled to start operations early in 1935, 
the Office of Works building re-arrange­
ments commencing early in August this 
year. Fig. 4 indicates the Tandem switch­
room as it existed originally and Fig. 5 as 
it will exist when Chancery exchange has 
been installed. It will be seen that the 
information desk and four suites of K.S.B­
positions will have been recovered, leaving 
Holborn and Chancery A-positions, 3 K.S. 
B-positions for Holborn and Chancery, and 
33 Keysendcr B-positions for Tandem. It 
was not possible to free enough positions 
from 7-digit keysending transfers to clear 
the whole of the space for welfare accom-
modation by August I st, hence it has been 
necessary to shift 51 K.S.B-positions to the 

Holborn end of the switchroom, i.e., 3 suites of 18 
less 3 Holborn K.S.B-positions, to cover the traffic 
requirements at this date. The suite nearest the 
welfare portion will be recovered when further 7-
digit routes are introduced, in time for the installa­
tion of the A-positions shown on Fig. 5, and further 
positions on the other two suites will become spare 
bJ'. 7-digit or manual to automatic conv

.
ersions. Fig. 

6 1s a photograph of the Tandem switchroom towards 
the close of the shifting operations. 

The work of shifting the 51 K.S.B-positions has 
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engineers, 60 on an existing rack 
and 540 on 6 racks thrown spare 
by the recovery of keysender B­
positions and their associated 
junction relay-sets and position 
apparatus. The coder hunters 
have been installed by the Con­
tractors, and as regards coders 
24 have been released from Monu­
ment exchange and have been 
fitted on an existing rack, whilst 
the balance of 11 are being- FIG. 5.-TANOBM-HOLBORN-CHANCl!RV SWITCHROOM, 1936. 
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FIG. 6.-TANDBM SWITCHROOM, 1934. 

been a heavy task occupying a period of five months 
and has entailed close co-operation throughout be­
tween the local engineering and traffic staffs in 
diverting junctions from one position to another to 
free the positions in correct order in batches of four 
for shifting. The positions which will remain are 
the high-numbered positions 108 downwards and the 
recovery of all the low-numbered positions will free 
rack space in the apparatus room which can and no 
doubt will be used for further extension of the 
Tandem automatic equipment. The reduction in 
positions will also enable a large number of 7-digit 
senders to be recovered, freeing further space. 

Additions and Re-arrangeme11ts at Reliance Sub­
Tandem Exchange. 

At the above exchange, 600 additional Tandem 
selectors with associated banks have been filted lo 
cater for development and to take a certain amount 
of traffic which was originally routed via the Tandem 
keysender B-positions; a number of levels have been 
re-arranged and regraded to the revised require­
ments. In addition the Reliance Exchange-Reliance 
Tandem link has been regraded, as also the Reliance­
Main Tandem link. Reliance Exchange is the key­
sending centre for Brixton, Rodney and Sydenham , 

and Reliance-Tandem is a main routing centre for 
the following keysending centres :-Bermondsey, 
Tulse Hill, Beckenham, Macaulay, Liberty, Fair­
field, etc. 

Provision of Keysending Equipment at Mn.1111al Ex­
changes outside the Ten-mile Ring. 

AH manual exchanges inside the ten-mile ring 
were equipped with keysending equipment for the 
4-digit scheme in 1932-33 and 22 exchanges outside 
this ring are being fitted with similar equipment for 
the 7-digit scheme. . The modification of the cord 
circuits, provision of key-sets and installation of 

the V. F. generators is being carried 
out by the District staff. At four of 
the exchanges, the V.F. generators are 
being driven by motors fed from the 
exchange battery, which is being plated 
to full capacity in each case, but at the 
remaining exchanges the motors are to 
be driven from the supply mains, either 
th1·ough a rectifier or, in the case of 
frequency - controlled mains, direct. 
\�'here necessary, the exchange battery 
capacity will be increased so that in the 
event of a mains failure the batteries 
will feed the stand-by generator for at 
least 12 hours during which emergency 
arrangements can, if necessary, be 
made. 

Orga11izalio11 of J'Vorh n11d C1tt-over of 
7-Digit Routes. 

A programme of this magnitude 
necessitates special organization and 
attention at the District headquarters. 
On the equipment side three officers, 
one of whom is occupied solely on 7-
digit work, supervise and assist the 

local staffs in the testing out of the equipment and 
the call-through tests, confirm that everything is 
ready for handing over for traffic trials, watch the 
progress of traffic trials (for which the accepted 
figure fo1· opening with public traffic is 89% O.K. 
calls), and assist with maintenance in the early 
stages. These officers report progress on the various 
works day by day to the engineer in charge of the 
group; difficulties are thus brought to light early and 
given special attention. Discussions are held fre­
quently to maintain close contact. with the work. 
Two skilled workmen are also fully employed in 
measuring V .F. junctions for pad values. 

In addition, one officer on the equipment side and 
one on the trunking side deal with the equipment re­
arrangements and regrading at the Main and Sub­
tandem Exchanges and thus ensures continuity and 
co-operation in this important aspect of the work. 
Close touch is maintained between the engineers in 
the District headquarters dealing with grading 
and traffic routing, equipment and line plant­
also the headquarters engineers in the Engineer­
ing Department. As a result of the efforts made by 
all staffs, local and headquarters, on this very com­
plicated job, 30 manual exchanges working into 18 
keysending centres have been put into public service 
between the beginning of January and the middle of 
l\fay this year. Fig. 7 is a graph of the busy hour 
traffic handled at the Tandem keysender B· 
positions and shows clearly the decline in traffic from 
January, 1934, to the end of May, due to 7-digit 
keysending. 

It will be of interest to note that an appreciable 
improvement in service has been realized. The 
" follow-up " observation results on calls 7-digit 
keysent via 13 automatic exchanges, available when 
this article was prepared, indicate that the percentage 
of calls completed on first demand averaged 69. 7, 
while the corresponding percentage for calls com-
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pleted via the Tandem Keysender B-positions was 
66.1. It is anticipated that further improvement 

will result as the A-operators at manual exchanges 
become more proficient in keying seven digits. 

Telegraph and Telephone Plant in the United Kingdom 
TELEPHONES AND WIRE. MILEAGES. THE PROPERTY OF AND MAINTAINED BY 

THE POST OFFICE IN EACH ENGINEER ING DISTRICT AS AT 30th JUNE, 1934. 

Number of 
Overhead Wire Mileages. Underground Wire Mileages. 

Telephones· 
owned and Engineering 

·-

maintained District. 

by the . Telegraph. Trunk. Exchange* Spare. Telegraph. Trunk. Exchange* Spare . 

Post Office. 

832,570 563 8,237 45,444 3,674 London 37,335 204,037 3,710,425 170,281 

101,'782 2,200 18,357 46,llJ 5,547 S. Eastern 4,631 58,393 370,188 60,830 

116,566 3,934 37,221 72,924 5,207 S. Western 26,370 47,781 294,256 97,949 

80,484 4,302 41,309 69,536 9,143 Eastern 15,475 65,465 169,654 58,315 

127,585 6,218 49,318 56,590 10,004 N. Midland 9,940 166,736 337,390 124,020 

102,656 3,683 30,466 64,807 5,425 S. Midland 17,062 64,384 319,428 65,596 

69.860 3,161 28,683 56,632 6,347 S. Wales 6,575 54,696 166,870 43,288 

139,453 4,898 28,507 59,219 9,441 N. Wales 8,867 80,622 453,212 114,675 

182,426 945 9,486 26,668 7,103 S. Lanes. 8,888 122,578 667,622 82,265 

117,338 
i 

5,105 24,459 39,414 9,103 N. Eastern 11,163 93,198 344,975 55,618 

77,349 2,098 21,690 27,396 7,550 N. \Vestern 4,312 46,621 252,546 57,082 

59,791 I 1,628 14,212 22, 140 7,114 Northern 3,858 52,789 190,826 33,178 

29,602 I 3,317 11,231 12,399 894 Ireland N. 265 5,569 71,211 5,534 

85,276 4,649 28,267 41,177 7,706 Scotland E. 1,230 54,978 179,307 44,454 

107,()99 4,404 22,937 33,258 4,727 Scotland W. 8,208 48,283 276,522 46,214 
----

2,229,837 51,105 374,380 673,715 98,985 Totals. 164, 179 1, 166,130 7,804,432 1,059,299 

. 

2,202,723 54,462 388,156 665,040 84,209 
Figures as at 

174, 190 31st March, 1,135,584 7,771,318 1,024,833 

1934. 

* Includes low gauge spares (i.e., wires of 20 lb. or less in cables and 40 lb. bronze on overhead routes). 
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Pneumatic Tube Facilities 
Central Telegraph 

at 
Office 

J. E. McGREGOR, 
A.C.G.I., A.M.l.E.E. and 

N. W. LEWIS, 

V
ERY extensive alterations to the London 

pneumatic street tube system have now been 
completed by the conversion of the street 

Lubes to automatic working. To appreciate the 
difference in working entailed the former method of 
handling telegrams on their arrival should perhaps 
be described briefly. Street tubes are used lo trans­
mit telegraph forms to and from the Central Tele­
graph Ollice and the various branch oflices, cable 
companies' offices and newspape1- offices, and radiate 
from the C.T.O. to these offices. There is also a 
small group of offices connected to a sub-centre 111 

the \iVar Office building connected to the 
C.T.O. by trunk tubes. (Incidentally a 
small automatic installation has been work­
ing at this vVar Office centre for some years 
and was described in the P.0.E.E. ]011mal 
for April, 1926. The design of the present 
installation has been based on the experience 
gained from this installation, but has been 
considerably improved in many respects). 
vVhen a carrier was received at the C.T.O. 
it was withdrawn from the tube by means of 
a hand operated terminal in the Central Hall 
(Fig. 1), where the telegrams after sort­
ing were inserted in fresh carriers and 
despatched to various parts of the building 
by means of the house tube system. From 
the delivery points o( these tubes the mes­
sages were circulated by hand lo the 
telegraph operators. 

Under the new system the slreel tube 
carrier containing the messages is auto­
matically transferred to a house tube exten­
sion terminating at a table in the instrument 
Room, where it is automatically ejected and 
carried by a band conveyor to a point 
adjacent to the circulation table where the 
telegrams an.: sorted and delivered to the 
instrument tables by means of conveyors, thus cut­
ting out much intermediate handling a11d many 
sources of delay. In the same way the outgoing 
messages arc transmitted by conveyors lo the circula­
tion table where they are put into carriers which are 
inserted in the tubes through the open ends, auto­
matically transferred to street tubes, and delivered 
through flap terminals at the out offices. Pneu­
matically operated electrically driven rotary switches 
have been introduced to transfer the carriers ai:1to­
matically from street tubes to house tube extensions 
and vice vc-rsa. 

In consequence of ·the alterations, in addition to 
the saving of time and labour in handling the 
messages, valuable space has been released in the 
Central Hall while the transit time, and the time 

B.Sc. (Eng). 

interval between the carriers on the lubes themselves, 
have been reduced. 

The house tube extensions are operated by centri­
fugal blowers instead of using the air supply from the 
main compressors for the street tubes, as was 
formerly the case, enabling a very considerable 
economy in power lo be made. 

Coming now to the actual details of the alterations 
it is simplest lo deal first with the street tubes enter­
ing the building. These have been diverted into the 
old Pneumatic Container Room in the basement 
which has been cleared for the installation of the 

Fie. 1.-0LD Tuim TAnLil, C1rn-r11.11.. HAL.I... 

pneumatic apparatus. This is erected in four banks 
along which run air headers for the high pressure 
and vacuum, and low vacuum and pressure air 
supplies (Fig. 2). The high pressure and vacuum 
headers and ducts connecting to the main com­
pressors are of heavy cast iron, while galvanised iron 
is used for the low pressure and vacuum ducts and 
headers. " Up "carriers arc brought lo the C.T.O. 
by vacuum and delivered lo the Instrument Room by 
low pressure', outgoing traffic being drawn lo the 
switches by low vacuum and despatched through the 
street lubes under high pressure. For this purpose 
the main compressors deliver air at 10 to 12 lbs. 
pressure and 6} lbs. vacuum gauge while the bfowers 
deliver the air at about 24 inches water gauge 
pressure and vacuum, these pressures and vacua 
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FIG. 2.-AuTOMATIC SWITCH Roo�1. 

being reduced as required for the shorter tubes, 
having regard to the required carrier velocity. The 
street tubes are fanned out to their respective 
switches which arc connected to the various air 
supplies required and to the relative

. 
house tube 

extensions. The latter are collected 111 runs and 
leave the switch room by means of a gantry running 
up the light well to the 3rd floor which they enter 
through the tops of the windows, and are carried 
across the ceiling to the tube table (Fig. 3) where 
the incoming tubes are terminated in flap terminals 
and the outgoing tubes in bell mouths. 

The transfer of the carrier from the street to the 

house tube is carried out by a rotary switch (Fig. 4) 
driven from continually revolving shafting by means 
of a magnetic clutch. The switch, which is mounted 
on an angle iron framework containing the driving 
gear, consists of a fixed open cylindrical frame with 
top and bottom plates having· orifices to which the 

street and house tubes and the air supply pipes arc 
connected. Inside this frame is a rotating body 

FIG. 3.-NEw Tusll TADLI!. 
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Frc. 4.-RoTAnY Swnc11. 

cons1st111g of three tubular sections welded to top 
and bottom plates similar to those on the outside 
frame. Packing rings are inserted round the orifices 
to prevent leakage of air. The pipework connexions 
are shown in Fig. 5 and the electrical connexions in 
Fig. 6. When a carrier arrives in one of the com­
partments of the switch, it is held by a perforated 
grid covering the vacuum supply pipe. The flow 
of air is thus interrupted causing a considerable 
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difference of pressure before and behind the carrier. 
Small pipes, led from above and below the switch, 
transmit these pressures to a piece of apparatus 
called a differential indicator consisting of a case 
divided into two compartments by a rubber 
diaphragm stiffened by aluminium discs. The 
movement of the diaphragm, caused by the relative 
change of pressure, is transmitted by 
an axial pin to a pair of contacts com­
pleting the magnetic clutch circuit, the 
clutch is energised and couples the 
switch to the shafting. 'i\Then the 
switch leaves its normal position the 
circuit through the contacts in the 
differential indicator is broken and a 

retaining contact is therefore provided 
on the switch to maintain the electrical 
circuit. 'i\Then the switch has made 
one third of a revolution the retaining 
contact is broken by means of a ramp 
on the rotating portion of the switch 
which then stops in a position where 
the carrier is blown out of its compart­
ment into the house tube extension. 
The latter is operated by pressure, and 
the carrier is discharged at the tube 
table. 

The switch always moves in the same direction, the 
various tubes and air supply pipes being arranged 
accordingly. 

The supply of air to the house lube extensions is 
continuous, butterfly valves being provided in the 
various headers so that lhese may be isolated, or cut 
off at night when only a few street tubes are worked. 
These tubes are concentrated in one of the four 
banks. Quick-acting hand-operated valves are in­
stalled to isolate each switch from the main vacuum 
and/or pressure headers, while the air supply to 
working switches is controlled by electro-pneumatic 
switches. These are controlled by the despatch of 
the carrier and its arrival at the switch, or by means 
of signal impulses as described later. Where the 
tubes are worked in one direction the valves are 
arranged only to open and shut off the air supply, but 
where the tubes are worked bolh ways, a second 
valve determines whether the supply is pressure or 
vacuum. The valve is a form of slide valve operated 
by an auxiliary supply of compressed air, the admis­
sion of which is controlled by a solenoid. 

The terminals for delivering the carriers, both at 
the C. T.0. and at the outside offices, are of the flap 
type in which the carrier by striking the flap opens 
it and is automatically ejected. 

The main compressors, which are of the reciprocat­
ing pump type, electrically driven (Fig. 7) are in an 
adjoining room, in which the blowers of the single 
stage centrifugal fan type have also been installed. 
The blowers are also used to supply the other house 
tubes in the building (Fig. 8). 

The shafting for the switches is driven by one of 
two alternative motors, the speed being gradually 
stepped down by gearing at various points from 
1000 r.p.m. to 10 r.p.m. The drive from the motors 

to the shafting, and from the shafting to the magnetic 
clutches, is by chain, while mechanical clutches have 
been included to isolate the driving motors and the 

The outgoing carriers are transferred 
in a similar manner, being drawn to the 
switch by low vacuum and despatched 
through the street tube under pressure, 
and discharged through a flap terminal. FIG. 7.-MAIN COMPRESSORS; HIGH PR!lSSURE AND V,1cUUM. 
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ln order to allow of speedy restora­
tion of service in case of a fault on the 
signal equipment, the essential items 
for each tube a1·e mounted in the form 
of a jacking-in relay-set, and spare 
relay-sets of each type are kept avail­
able. Standard uniselcctors and 3000-
type relays are employed throughout 
together with mercury-tube relays for 
controlling the magnetic clutches and 
elect ro-pncumatic valves from the 220-
volt D.C. mains. The relay-set and 
differential indicators used for long and 
both-way tubes arc illustrated in l"ig. 
!}, which shows the control panel. The 
corresponding circuit arrangc111c11t is 
shown in schematic form in Fig. 10; 
relays A, P, V, PR, and VR arc 
normally operated, but in accordance 
with l he detached contact convention 
their contacts arc shown in the un­
operated position. 

The general principles of' the 
Fie. 8.-CE);TfllFUGAL FAl\S; Low l'llESSUllE AND VACUUM. new system wi11 be indicated by 

describing brieny the operation or this 
" long both-way " circuit. The electrical equip­
ment associated \\'ilh the despatc\1ing point at the 
C.T.O. terminal consists merely of one press-butt.on 
(labelled " Send or Reserve ") ancl three lamps 
coloured red, white and green. One or other of 
these lamps must glow while the tube is in service. 
The green and red signals indicate respectively that 
a carrier may or may not be inserted into the tube. 

individual switches from the shafting for maintenance 
purposes. 

In common with the mechanical side of the carricr­
switching equipment the ·electrical side has been 
largely re-clesig·ned on the basis oJ the experience 
gained with the \!\far Office installation. Briefly, 
the old method of announcing the despatch and 
arrival of carriers by means of block instruments and 
a code of bell signals has been replaced by a scmi­
automatic combined signal and control system in 
which use is made or apparatus or modern automatic 
telephone type. 

The adopt ion o[ the new syste111 has made it 
possible to simplify the work or the lube attendant 

J 

at the same time eliminating certain trallic delays. 
In the case of the both-way type of tube, for example, 
the control or both " pressure " and " vacuum " air 
services was formerly vest.eel in the C.T.O. attendant. 
It was therefore necessary ror an out ollice attendant. 
wishing to despatch a carrier to signal a request for 
" vacuum " to the C.T.O. The introduction of a 
simple reservation facility has enabled the responsi­
bility for the air supply to be divided equally between 
the c:r.o. and the out oliice, the former contro11ing 
the application or '' pressure '' and I he latter the 
application of "vacuum." Further, the number of 
electrical controls required by the c:r.o. attendant 
has been 1·educcd from four lo one, while lamp signals 
enable the state of the tube as regards traAic con­
ditions to be seen at a distance from the terminal. 
These two features arc especially valuable during 
slack periods, when several tubes arc operated by one 
atl.endant. Another facility which should be men­
tioned is that afforded by a timing device applied lo 
the longer, more heavily loaded tubes. This allows 
trains of carriers to be sent with a relal ively short 
interval between each carrier, and without the need 
for identification of the last carrier of each train by 
the operating staff. 
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FIG. 10.-SIGNAL CIRCUIT FOR LONG BOTHWAY TUBES. 

The white signal indicates that a carrier is on its way 
from the out office, with " vacuum " being applied 
to the main tube for the purpose. At the out office, 
a '' Send or Reserve '' press-button and a pair of 
doll's eye indicators fulfil functions similar to those 
of the apparatus at the C.T.O. terminal. An 
additional press-button is provided for acknowledg­
ing the receipt of carriers; its replacement by an 
automatic carrier-operated device is under considera­
tion. 

Normally, when the tube is empty of carriers, the 
green signal is shown at the C.T.O. To send a 
carrier, the attendant merely inserts it into the open 
end of the tube after pressing the button once. The 
green signal is thereby changed to red and the appro­
priate electro-pneumatic valves operated so as to 
cause " pressure " to be applied to the main tube. 
At the same time the uniselector is stepped off its 
home position and allowed to rotate at the rate of 
one step in 6 seconds (30 seconds in the case of a very 
long tube) under the control of a master clock. 
\Vhen the contact marked F in the diagram is 
reached, the green signal is restored thus indicating 
to the attendant that another carrier may be 
despatched. If traffic is waiting, the button is there­
fore again pressed and a second carrier inserted. 
The green signal is again changed to red, and the 
uniselector caused to '' home '' rapidly and then to 

VOL. XXVII. L 

recommence its slow rotation under clock control. 
In the absence of any traffic in the opposite direction 
this process may be repeated indefinitely, resulting in 
the transmission of a train of carriers. The time 
required for the uniselector to travel from home to 
the F contact is known as the '' feeding interval '' 
and is adjusted for each tube to a value such that a 
maximum of from six to eight carriers may travel 
in the tube at a time. 

If, however, no traffic is waiting, the uniselector 
steps on past the F contact and continues until that 
marked C in the diagram is reached. At this point 
it stops and prepares a circuit for the restoration of 
normal conditions, including the cutting-off of the 
'' pressure '' supply. The actual restoration signal 
is given by the out office " Receive " button, which 
is pressed by the attendant on receipt of each carrier. 
The C contact is selected for each tube so that its 
distance from the home contact corresponds . to a 
" clearing interval " rather less than the transit time 
of the tube. It will be seen that the function of the 
uniselector is thus to render the clearing circuit 
ineffective until a short time before the last carrier of 
the train is due to arrive at the out office. 

By means of the reservation feature, the attendant 
at either terminal is empowered to reserve the tube for 
the next '' turn '' at any time. while a carrier is on 
its way towards him from the other terminal. For 
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instance, al any moment during the transmission of 
a train of carriers from the C.T.O., the out office 
attendant is able, by pressing lhe " Send or 
Reserve " bullon once, to maintain the red signal at 
the C.T.O. and so prevent the despatch of further 
carriers for the time being. As soon as the last of 
the train has arrived at the out office and been 
acknowledged, the attendant may take up his reser­
vation by pressing the " Send or Reserve " button 
again and inserting a carrier. Similarly, the C.T.0. 
attendant may reserve the tube at any instant while 
the white signal is being shown, merely by pressing 
the button. It will be clear that the reservation 
feature ensures that the tube is worked on a strictly 
" carrier-for-carrier " basis during periods of heavy 
traffic in both directions. 

Full attention has been paid to the question of the 
provision of adequate testing and alarm facilities. 
The miscellaneous apparatus rack (Fig. 11) includes 
a field of break jacks for the line and relay circuits, 
two test panels for testing relay-sets either separal ely 
or in situ, and a voltmeter test set for diagnosing 
line and apparatus faults. A delayed alarm, func­
tioning on the S- and Z-pulse principle familiar in 
the " forced release " circuits of automatic telephone 
practice, is provided for drawing the attention of the 
maintenance stafI af te r  a few seconds to any rotary 
switch which becomes jammed by a damaged carrier 
or allowed to rotate continuously by a faulty differ­
ential indicator. In addition to giving visible am! 
audible warning, the alarm throws the tube out of 
service by cutting off the air supply and disconnecting 
the signals at both ends. 

For the rapid exchange of operating data and 
instructions, a telephone order wire system is pro­
vided. This consists of a central switchboard 
located near the C.T.0. terminals, with lines radiat­
ing to the oul offices at each of which a hand-micro­
telephone is installed. Owing to the importance of 
the signal line associated with each both-way tube, 
a special key is included in the equipment at the out 
office for crossing over the signal line and order wire 

Book Review 

" Radio Receiver Measurements." By Roy tvl. 
Barnard, London. Oliffe & Sons, Ltd., 116 pp., price 4 /6. 

This work is described as being a concise handbook for 
the radio service engineer, giving up-to-date methods of 
receiver testing with full descriptions of commercial 
signal generators and their applicaton to the adjustment 
of modern suped1eterodynes and " straight " receivers. 

The above claims are fully justified and the book admir­
ably fulfils its pur·pose. There is much information in 
this book which, although fairly well known among rndio 
laboratory \\'Orkers, has not hitherto been published in a 
collected and orderly arrangement and the work should 
therefore be a most useful reference book. 

One of the most attractive features is a tabular sum­
mary at the end of the more important chapters where 
the various tests previously described are concisely re­
viewed for ready reference. 

The book does not attempt to describe the design and 
construction of testing apparatus, but rather its applica-
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in the event of a fault on the forn·cr. This key may 
be thrown by the tube attendant in co-operation with 
the C.T.0. maintenance officer and so enable service 

FIG. 11.-il'llSCELLANllOUS Al'PAHATUS RACK. 

to be promptly restored. A further emergency 
facility is, however, available for affording the 
C.T.O. attendant full control of any both-way tube 
in the rare case of failure of both lines. 

lion lo actual measurements. There is one point, ho\\'­
ever, where some additional information might be of 
advantage and help in the avoidance of errors and wrong 
methods. l n  dealing with the use of attenuators, the 
conditions of tennination of the various types do not 
appear to be as clearly established as they might have 
been and it is suggested that this mailer might be 
amplified when opportunity occurs. 

The author has had considerable experience in the sub­
ject on which he writes with one of the leading radio 
engineering firms in this country, not only 011 broadcast 
receivers but also on super-sensitive and superselectivC' 
commercial telephone and telegraph receil'Crs and his 
views and recommendations may be accep ted as authorita­
tive. 

In view of its modest price the book is excellent value 
and can be thoroughly recommended to all persons inter­
ested in or engaged on the measurement of perfor·mance 
of radio receivers. A.J.G. 



Parcel Conveyors 

T 
HE first conveyor lo be used in the British 
Post Office was installed in 1902, and since 
that date there has been a gTeat development 

in their use as a means for transporting and hand ling 
postal matter. In this article , it is proposed to give 

a descript ion of the application of the latest develop­

ments in a conveyor system that has recently been 
installed for handling parcel mails. 

fotrod·11ctory. 

The cost and diAiculties of transporting parcels 
into an office for sort ing, and out again for despatch 
by means of manual labour have been increasing for 
some years past. \Nhatever the number of parcels 
to be dealt with, the sorting musl be completed and 
the parcels despatched to the various railway stations 

in time to be placed on board the mail trains which 
depart at specified times. 

It has been necessary to maintain and store a large 

number of hand trucks, lo have an ever i ncreasing 

F1c. 1.-LOADINC PLATFORM CONVEYORS. 

D. P. GILBERT 

nnd elastic force of porters, to maintain wide gang­
ways throughout the sorti ng offices and to provide 
storage space on lhe sorting office floors , threatening 
to encroach, and in some cases actually encroaching 

upon valuable and limited sorting space, especially at 
Christmas time. 

In the '90's, parcels were carefully packed i n  
strong wicker baskets, some 5 ft. x 2ft. x 2 ft . , 
provided with runners and each basket was locked 
and sealed with sealing wax. These baskets were 
dragged by porters across the floor of the sorting 
office to the sorters who unpacked, sorted the con­
tents and repacked them for despatch, but owing to 
the increasing numbers to be dealt with, bags were 
substituted for the baskets, and lead seals for sealing 
wax. The bags were loaded on hand trucks and 
wheeled to a primary sorting table. To-day, the 
numbers dealt with are such that it has become 
necessary, in order to obtain the greatest saving in 
floor space and labour costs, lo dispense with bags 

FIG. 2.-RISINC CONVEYORS. 
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for inward circulation and to design and install in existing build­

ings systems of inward conveyors-for carrying loose parcels-
and outward conveyors-for carrying bags of parcels. 
Before these could be designed, a very close study of 
buildings and the material to be carried was 
necessary, for the word '' parcel '' covers a 

miscellaneous assortment of packages of 
varying size, weight and shape. They 
may be square, round, cylindrical, 
flat or oblong; heavy or light; 
fragile or otherwise; pro­
tected or unprotected 
-packed lightly 
or loosely; 
tied with 

thick or 
thin string; 
fastened with 
gummed paper or 

not fastenetl at all; 111 

skin or feathers; umbrellas 
and walking sticks; with tie-on 
or g·m11med labels. The largest parcel 
may be of the following dimensions :­

length3' 611 or length plus girth 6 ft. A parcel 
3' 611 in le1igth may therefore be 2' 611 in g·irth, 
for the smallest there are no limiting dimensions. All 
these points have to be considered in designing a system 
of conveyors, for one is always faced with the slogan :-

" Parcels may not be damag·ed." 

The first system of conveyors was installed in tlfr .Manchester 
Parcel Office followed by !vit. Pleasant-which is the largest system of its 
type in the world-and Birmingham. 
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Conveyors. 

The system dealt with in this article was installed in the South 
Eastern District Parcel Office, London, in 1933; it is the most 

up-to-date and efficient system installed in any Post Office 
to-day. 

Fig. 3 shows the complete system. It will be 
noted that the main conveyors from the load­

ing platform, including the glacis con­
veyors, are in duplicate; in this way 

an alternate path is provided in 
the event of a breakdown on 

any one of these con­
The figure 

indicates 
flow of 

veyors. 
also 

the 
parcels 

through 
the sorting 

office. The mail 
vans are backed up 

. to the loading· platform, 
and the bags of parcels are 

emptied directly through trap 
doors on to conveyors under the load­

ing platform-Fig. 1. From these con­
veyors the parcels are transferred to the rising 

conveyors, Fig. 2, and are conveyed to and trans­
ferred to the horizontal conveyors which run along 

the top of the glacis, Figs. 4, 5 and 6 (Fig. 5 shows the 
glacis empty). 

The horizontal conveyors are reversible and are provided with a 
manually operated plough (the provision of an automatic motor-driven 

TflH SouTfl µAsTBRN DISTRICT PARCBL 0FFICB1 LoNpoN, 

181 



FIG. 4.-THE GLACIS. 

plough is under consideration), which 
ploug·hs the parcels from the con­
veyor band to the glacis down which 
they slide to the sorters. At this point 
the primary sorting is carried out. 
The parcels are sorted into eight 
divisions-each division consisting of a 
conveyor shown in section in Fig. 7 

and in Fig. 8. 

The sorting fitting (Fig. 9) 122 feet 
in length is divided into nineteen 
sections, and will accommodate a maxi­
mum of 45 sorters. Each sorter has 

FIG. 6.-ANOTHER VIEW OF THE GLACIS. 
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access to the eight conveyor bands 
through the medium of chutes or sub­
sidiary conveyor bands-Fig. 7. The 
eight conveyor bands convey the 
primary sorted parcels to eight different 
points in the sorting office floor (Fig. 
10 shows one of these points) where the 

secondary sorting is carried out. 
After the secondary sorting has been 

completed and the parcels bagged, the 
bags are placed on the outward con­
veyors (Fig. I I) and are discharged 
through a balanced chute at the loading 
platform (Figs. 12 and 13) from which 
they arc passed into the mail van. 

FIG. 5.-GLACIS CONVEYOI!, SHOWING 
PLOUGll (UPPllR CENTRE) . 

Elevato·r. 

A feature of the installation is I he 

elevator, shown in Figs. 14 and 15. 

It 1s of the twin band type and will raise 
both loose parcels and loaded bags 
from floor to floor at an angle of 60°. 

It has a band speed of 200 feet per 
minute and may be used for fragile 
parcels wthout risk of damage to them. 
It has the great advantage of requiring 
less floor space than other systems and 
on that account is of great value for 
Post Office work. The elevator was 
recently developed and introduced by 
Messrs. Sovex, Ltd., Southwark, 



4 6 

2 

' 

Elevation. Section. 
Frc. 7.-PRIMARY SORTING SECTION. 

London, E.C.1, who manufactured and 

installed the system. 
In designing conveyors, the nature 

of the postal matter demands careful 

consideration as anything in the nature 

of force in the handling of letters, 
packets, or parcels is out of the ques­
tion, and only plant that will handle 
the matter gently and deliver it safely 
and without damage can be used. 

The system is liberally provided with 
dust traps to collect dust and with 

shock absorbers to prevent damage to 
parcels. Grease-gun lubrication is pro­
vided. 

Conveyor Ba11ds. 

The bands are of solid woven cotton, 

Frc. 9.-PRIMARY Sor<TING FITrINc. 

Frc. 8.-PruMARY SortTING SECTION. 

3/ 1611 in thickness, and those on the 
sorting fitting are of finely woven 
cotton to reduce noise ; they run at 
speeds varying from 120 to 200 feet per 
minute. 

In any installation the conveyor. 
bands are a rnost important factor and 
the general design should be such as 
to ensure for them a long life. Some 
points for consideration in this con­
nexion are :-

The nature of the material to be 
carried . 

The number of feed points for any 

particular conveyor should be 
arranged in order to avoid surface 

wear on the band. 

The number of reverse bends to 
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which the band is to be subjected 
should be as few as possible. 

The diameter of the rollers. Both 
driving and driven rollers should 

be of generous dimensions. 

The amount of tension should be 
only sufficient to provide adequate 
<lriving effort. 

The relation between the load to be 
carried per foot run and the width 
of the band. 

The bands should be of ample thick ­

ness. 

Conveyor bands generally work 
under severe conditions and are the 
most expensive item for renewal; it is 
most economical to employ bands of 
the finest quality. 

In regard to the rising bands and for 
conveying generally it is not desirable 
to have a band too inclined. If the 
incline is steep the parcels slide back on 
themselves abrading the band and re-
ducing its life. The maximum permissible incline 
varies from 12° to 26° according to the size and shape 
of the material to be conveyed ;  18° is regarded as the 
critical angle for parcel work, but some parcels tied 
with string are liable to slide back even at this angle. 

The bands are jointed by means of " Alligator " 
steel belt fasteners. These are easily fixed and hold 
well under very heavy loads and are suitable for both 
light and heavy driyes. 

Power Plant. 

There are 17 motors totalling 95 H.P. Each 
motor is provided with a remote control heavy duty 
starter, the controls being interlocked in such a 
manner that a failure of one conveyor or section of 
a conveyor cannot cause damage to other conveyors 
through overloading . Further the control and molor 
circuits are interlocked in such a manner that i1· 
is impossible to leave the controller in the " on 
position " if the motor supply has failed from any 
cause. 

Signalling. 

A system of signalling by means of lamps has bern 
installed in order to regulate the loading of the con­
veyors. No light means cease loading. 

Conclusion. 

In conclusion, it is desired to say a few words as 
to the usefulness of the conveyor system. It will be 
obvious that it saves an immense amount of manual 
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TERMINAL POINT. 

labour, a type of labour, too, which in this en­

lightened age it is desirable to reduce as far as 
possible. The drudgery of porters ' work in dragging 
or handling heavy bags of parcels has been released 



of the greater part of its burden by the 
machine and may, as increasing ex­
perience and further development takes 
place, be clone away with altogether. 
But there are other and equally im­
portant benefits which the Post: Office 
derives from using conveyors. For 
one thing, they save a good deal of 
floor space as they usually run either 
overhead or underneath the floor and, 
in addition, they reduce the amount of 
trafllc, such as the wheeling of basket 

trolleys and trucks, across the office 
and eliminate traH1c congestion which 
at very busy periods may sometin1<'s 
occur. Supervision is also facilitated. 
But the most important advantage is 

probably the reduction of the time lag 
between receipt of the parcel bags at 
the inward loading platform and the 
del ivery of the parcels at the primary 

sorting position as well as in the sub-
sequent movements to their final 
despatch. The conveyors reduce this time 
very greatly and, moreover, ensure an even and 
smooth flow of work from stage lo stage. This 

1'10. 13.-LOAPING PLATrDRl4. 

Fie. 12.-R,11..iNcEo C11uTll. 

regularity of treatment enables a rythmic movement 
to be giv en to the parcel sorting and ensures a steady 
and even output per man. Peak loads, wliether daily 

j�IG. 14.-ELEVATOR. 
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Conveyor 
No. 

--

I 

2 
2A 
3 
3A 
4 
4A 
5 
€ 
7 

8 
I) 

9A 

10 
IOA 
lOB 
11 
!IA 
llB 
12 
13 
14 
14A 
15 
15A 
l to 6 

chutes 
16 
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FIG. 15.-ELKVATOR. 
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or seasonal, all bow to the unrelenting efficiency of 

the organization and the machine. 
The schedule reproduced below gives details of the 

various individual conveyors used in the system; the 
conveyor numbers are the same as those used in the 
isometric view of the lay-out shown in Fig. 3. Some 
conception of the volume of material which is handled 
smoothly and efficiently by this conveyor system may 
be gained from the details given in the schedule of the 
loading and lengths of the various conveyors. All 
this movement of material has been regularized and 
accelerated to the advantage of the staff responsible 
for the handling and sorting of that bewildering 
variety of packages which comprises the Parcel Post. 
The material saving in floor space resulting from the 
considerable reduction 111 the amount of wheeled 
traffic on the floor of the sorting office and the un­
obtrusive location of the various conveyors will be 
apparent from the photographs. 

The introduction of mechanical conveyors in the 
sorting of parcel mails has reduced the amount of 
physical labour involved in the operation, with a con­
sequent increase in the efficiency of the system to the 
advantage of the service rendered to the Public. 

SCHEDULE OF DETAILS. 

SOUTH EASTlmN PAHCRL OPFICE. 

Width I Length Speed 
Load in Lb. 

Rc1narl\s, of Band Approx. ft. 
01· Chute. feet. per rnin. Max. Average. 

I' ia Chute to 2' 6" 145 200 2000 1200 
Ground Floor 

First Floor 2' 6" 123 " " " 

" " 3' 0" 100 " " .. 

" " 

I 
2' 6" 123 " " .. 

" .. 3' 0" 95 " . . " 

.. " 2' 6" 123 " " .. 

.. " 3' 0" 90 " " .. 

.. " 2' 6" 123 " " .. 

" " 2' 6" 123 . .. .. 
Via Chute to 2' 6" 123 .. 1600 " 

Ground Floor 
" " " 2' 6" 123 .. 1600 " 

3' OH 60 120 900 tlOO 

3' O" 05 120 900 600 
3' O" 60 200 1200 1000 

lst Floor 3' 0" 133 " 2000 1200 
2' 0" 46 " 600 400 
3' 0" 72 .. 1200 !OOO 

lst Floor 3' O" 133 .. 2000 1200 
2' 0" 46 .. 600 400 

Via Chute 7 3' 0" 80 " 1600 1120 
Via Chute 6 3' 0" 117 .. 2000 1200 

3' O" 105 200 2000 1200 
3' O" 27 120 600 400 
3' O" 135 20C 2200 1200 
3' 0" 27 120 600 400 
3' O" - - - -

Elevator 3' O" - 200 - -



The London Trunk Centre 

T

HE introduction of the Trunk Demand System 
with the attendant adoption of an entirely 
new exchange equipment has necessitated the 

reconstruction of practically all the Zone Centre 
Exchanges in Great Britain. 

London was the first centre to be dealt "·ith and 
the final arrangements developed for the whole 
country are based on experience obtained from the 
original installation, in London, of 66 positions from 
which Demand working was first introduced. 1 

vVork on the complete change-over to Demand 
equipment in London bas progressed rapidly and 
there are at present 5 new switchrooms in use with 
a total of 435 positions, whilst others are in course 
of construction. 

All the trunk switch rooms are housed in the 
Faraday Building, North Block (originally kno\\·n as 
G.P.O. South, but renamed to form part of the ne\1· 
Faraday Building adjacent). 

In addition to the Trunk exchanges, there are at 
present the City and Central manual exchanges in 
the building, but with the transfer of these t.wo 
exchanges to automatic units in the new South Block 
the whole of the North I3Jock wi 11 be devoted to the 
long distance services. 

Fig. 1 shows an external view of the building 
which contains basement, ground floor and five upper 
floors. The various floors have accommodation as 
follows:-

Basement. Cable chambers and Power Plant. 
Ground Floor. l\·f.D.F. Line transformer racks. 

Trunk and Toll Test positions. 
First Floor. International exchang·e, Radio 

Telephony Terminal room and main T.D.F. 
Second Floor. Central manual exchange and 

suite of Delay positions. 
Third Floor. Inlanci anci Main Trunk exchanges. 

Repeater station. 
Fourth Floor. City manual exchange. Trunk 

Provincial exchange. 
Fifth Floor. Toll manual exchange. Trunk 

Country exchange. 
The lay-out of the floors is given in Fig. 2 and each 

will be considered in detail. 
Basement. 

The cable chamber is extensive and the cabling 
and ductwork entering the building are most· in­
tricate. Apart from the subscribers and junction 
cables serving the two manual exchanges there arc 
some 96 junction cables with an aggreg·atc of over 
27,000 pairs serving trunk junctions, Toll junction 
circuits, local circuits to Toll B exchange for the 
extension of Toll circuits and through junctions. 
The main Trunk cables are fewer in number. There 
are 37, including the main Toll routes. The total 
number of pairs is approximately 5,000, but this 

S. BIRCH 

docs not represent the true numbe1· of circuits as 
some are 4-wire circuits using two pairs whilst others 
are phantom circuits. 

In addition to the cable chamber, the power plant 
for the building is accommodated in the basement. 
A general view of the plant is given in Fig. 3. T\\·o 
motor generator sets are installed. The motors are 
synchronous induction machines of 104 H.P. and are 
supplied from 400v 3-pha•.e mains. The output from 
the generators on full load is 1200 amps at 57v. 
There are two sets of batteries each of 7,800 Ah 
capacity. The power board is included in the illus­
tration. The usual meters and s\\·itchgear for charg-

FtG. 1.-F/\IU[)A\" Bc1LDING, Nowr1-1 n1.oc1c 

ing either battery from either generator arc provided. 
Facilities for " floating," i.e., running a generator 
in parallel with the battery on discharge, are given. 
At the same time the switching would allow the spare 
machine to charge the idle battery if this were 
necessary. 

The City and Central manual exchanges and the 
Toll exchange are supplied jointly from two inter­
connected 22v plants. The Repeater station filament 
battery is supplieci from one of these 22v plants and 
the anode battery, 150v, is charged direct from 200v 
D.C. mains, the charging curreri t being regulated by 
an adjustable resistance. 
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Ground Floor. 

The ground floor is occupied mainly by the test 
room, including the Main Distribution Frame, Trunk 
Test Racks, Toll T!'st Desks and Transformer and 
Apparatus Racks. 

FOURTH FL.OOR 

SEC.ON D FLOOR 

STAFF 

� 11111111111111;!!!! 
TOLL TEST D�K RELAY SET RAC.KS 

c::====�=M�;-D=.F=· :o;;;o;:;;;�ii,il� 

TRUNK Tf5T RAC:KS TRANSFORMER ki[KJ 
I 11111 

GROUND FL.OOR 

The l\'I.D.F. is fitted entirely with type 4028 fuse 
mountings and consists of 165 verticals with a 
possible extension to 177. 

The trunk test racks were the first to be installed 
111 this Country" and consist of 7 line testing 

THROUGH 

TOLL "A" SWITCHROOM 

OS TIONS 

FIFTH FLOOR 

A:G:--..= 
RAtKS-

POSITIONS 

TRUNK EXCHANGE 

MAIN SWITC:HROOM 

DE 'POSITIONS 

THIRD FLOOR 

j) \\\\\\\\\\ ,\\\\\\ 

RADIO 

PORTION 

FIRH FL.OOR 

RADIO 

TELEPHONY 

1ERMINAL 

ROOM 
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Fie. 3.-GENEn,1L VIEw OF Powi,:11 PLANT. 

pos1llons, 2 meg·g·er panels , I junction test position, 
I fault control posit ion anu I telegraph speaker 
position. Fig. 4 is a photograph of the front equip­
ment of the racks. 

The Toll testing posilions are 4 in number and a1·c 
or the older desk type. \1\lhen the City and Central 
manual cxchang·es arc recovered test racks of the 
latest type will be installed in the space now used for 
the C.C.l. equipment and the Trunk and Toll testing 
will be combined. 

Considerable space is taken up by transformer 
racks as most of the Trunk cables are repeat crcd and 
require transformers to match the line with the 
termi1wl impedances and also for phantom ci1·cuits. 
:\!together there are 27 racks existing 
and as these are being moved shortly, 
the new position has been shown in 
Fig. 2. Ample additional space for 
further rack s will be ava ilable when the 
trunk Lest racks a

'
rc recovered . The 

cable chamber is immediately beneath 
the '.'vl. D. F. and transformer racks. 
The majority or the cables terminate Oil 

the 1\1.JJ.F. ancl are t:=-:tendecl by V.I.R. 
leads to the transformer racks, but tht: 
new Hirmingham and Liverpool cable 
and tht: latest St. :\larg·arct's Bay cable 
terminate direct 011 the transformer 
rack test tablets. 

Junction relay set racks arc also 
aecommodated on the ground noor. 
31· racks arc equipped and space is 
available for an additional 7. There 
arc I 0 relay sets per she!( and 9 shelves 
per rack. 

The remainder of the ground noor 
is utilised for various staff purposes. 

First Floor. 
On the first noor is the International 

E xchang·e anti a complete descr iption 
of this exchange was given in an article 
in the last issue of this Journal. " The 
s\\'itchroom contains both Radio and 
c- .. tinental suites. Jn all 121 positions 
have been provided of similar type to 
the I nland Trunk position s, bul altered 
in detail on account of the special 
character of the working involvc<.l. 

The Radio Terminal Room on the 
same floor contains the control equip­
ment and technical operator's positions 
for the Radio channels. 

The first Aoor apparatus room is the 
largest in the building and contains 
trunk line relay set racks, C.T. I. racks, 
miscellaneous apparatus racks and the 
Intermediate Distribution Frame. The 
latter is of standard type and has a total 
of I 06 verticals . The frame is in one 
straight run approximately 60 ft. in 
length. Space is available for 95 
apparatus racks of the standard type 
4' 6" \\'ide. Each rack has capacity 
for 7 shelves in the case of bolhway 

trunk relay sets, or 8 shelves ror unidirectional relay 
sets. The shelves are the standard channel type and 
accommodate 10 relay sets per shelf. i\t p1·esent 
only 55 racks arc equipped as follows :-
Bothway Generator Signalling Trunks . .  . 
Outgoing Generator Signalling Trunks .. . 
Automatic Signalling Trunks 
Chargeable Time Indicator equipment 
Multiple cut-in relay equipment 
Group engaged tone relays 
Miscellaneous equip ment ... 

24 racks. 
3 , ,  
4 , , 
6 ,, 
5 ,, 
4 ,, 
9 ,, 

These figures arc interesting and, together with 
the junction apparatus on the ground noor, indicate 
the relative prupurtiu11s of the various equipments. 
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FIG. 5.-TME 01.0 TiWNK SWITCllROOM. 

Second Floor. 

The second Hoor is still mainly occupied by the 
Central manual exchange and apparatus room. 
When the exchange has been replaced by the new 
automatic unit in April, 1935, the space will be used 
for additional trunk switchrooms and equipment. 
The annexe switchroom is already being equipped 
with one suite of 42 new trunk positions. 

'J'hird Floor. 

The third Hoor of th
0
e ·building has been associated 

with tr.unk working for many years. The original 
trunk exchange was installed here in 1904. The 
sections were of the 2-position 3-panel Helsby type 
as used al most trunk exchanges until 
recent years and the equipment was 
typical of the old trunk signalling 
system, although many modifications 
had been made at various times par­
ticularly on positions controlling Con­
tinental and Radio traffic. Fig. 5 
shows the old switchroom as it 
appeared in September, 1929. The 
Jemolition of this switchroom in Sep­
tember, 1933, after over 29 years' 
service, marked the end of the old 
trunk regime so far as London is con­
cerned. The new switchroom which 
has taken its place is fittingly equipped 
entirely with Demand positions. Stan­
dard large type sections are used and 
the 89 positions are installed in two 
suites. Fig. 6 shows the new switch­
room as it is to-day. 

Adjoining the switchroom is a ticket 
filing office where completed call tickets 
are received via pneumatic lubes from 
the various switchrooms. Referring to 
Fig. 2, 3rd floor plan, the tickets are 
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Fou.rth Floor. 

ejected from the tube terminal heads A 
on to a travelling band which carries 
them to a table B. Here a preliminary 
sorting takes place and the tickets are 
then sent on via another band conveyor 
to the desk C for final sorting into 
exchange name order to facilitate 
accounting work. 

There is an additional switchroom in 
the annexe of this floor, known as the 
Trunk Inland Exchange. It contains 
three suites, one of 34 Demand posi­
tions, another with 45 incoming 
positions and a centre suite of double 
sided enquiry positions. The A.C. 
lamp racks for this switchroom are 
fitted at the rear of the end sections 
The apparatus room adjacent to the 
main switchroom contains C.T.I. and 
A.C. lamp racks for that switchroom. 
The Repeater Station is also contained 
on this Hoor, but will shortly be trans­
ferred to the new South Block build-
mg. 

The fourth Hoor main switch room contains the City 
manual exchange with its apparatus room adjacent. 
This space will be vacated when the new City auto­
matic unit is brought into use in July, 1935. In the 
annexe switchroom of this floor is the Trunk Pro­
vincial exchange consisting of two suites, one of 35 
positions and another of 45 positions, all equipped 
for Demand or Delay working. (Demand positions 
require only the addition of incoming tubes from the 
P. D. P. to make them suitable for Delay working). 
The main pneumatic distribution position (P.D.P.J 
for the trunk exchanges is also installed in the 
centre of this S\\'itchroom. The remainder of the 

FIG. 6.-T1rn NEW MAIN TRUNK SWITCHROOM. 



noor is taken up by the Toll A apparatus room 
which also contains racks for the C.T.I. equipment 
of the Country and Provincial Exchanges. 

Fifth Float'. 

On the fifth noor is the London Toll " A " ex­
change which deals with traffic from London 
exchanges to Provincial exchanges in the Toll area, 
and through traffic in this area which circulates via 
London. Traffic from the Toll area to London 
exchanges is dealt with by To.II " B " exchange 
situated near Holborn. 

The control of calls at Toll " A " is being trans­
ferred to the manual boards of the London local 
exchanges and the calls are routed via through 
positions at Toll " A " working on a straight­
forward junction basis. Forty positions have been 
converted from control to S.F.J. working and the 
remaining 31 will shortly be completed. Each S.F .] . 
position has 36 cord circuits and automatic coupling 
on a 6 position basis is provided. The S.F.J. equip­
ment is fitted in the apparatus room adjacent, in 
which there is space for 114 racks. The other 53 
positions are equipped partly for order wire working 
and partly for ] .E.]. working for through Toll 
traffic. An enquiry suite of positions of the usual 
type completes the Toll switchroom. 

The Trunk Country switchroom is also situated on 
the fifth floor. The switchroom contains three suites 
totalling 66 positions all of the smallest type, i.e., 
4' 6" in height. This type was necessary because 
of the restricted floor loading for this particular 
room. These arc the positions from which Demand 
working was first introduced and originally differed 
in detail from the present standard. They have 
since been modified to conform to later design. A 
subsidiary I.D.F., apparatus racks and A.C. lamp 
racks are also contained in the switchroom. The 
equipment of the racks is identical in type lo that of 
the other trunk apparatus ·rooms. 

It will be seen that the general scheme of the 
building allows for two switchrooms (a main and an 
annexe) on each noor together with various appar­
atus rooms and offices. 

A numbering scheme for the switchboard positions 
has been adopted for the building. Four figures are 
used for all positions, the first figure indicates the 
floor and the final three figures the actual position. 
The main switchroom on each tloor is allocated 
numbers up to 500 and the annexe swit.chroom com­
mences at 501. For example, position 3001 would 
be the first position in the 3rd floor main switchroom 
and position 3510 would be the I Oth position in the 
annexe switchroom on the same floor. 

The trunk switchrooms have specially treated 
ceilings to reduce the noise produced by echo and 
reverberation. The International exchang·e has a 

ceiling fitted with Sanacoustic tiles, consisting of 
perforated sheet iron containers in which are laid 
pads of sound absorbing material known as '' Ban roe 

\Nool. '' 
The 3rd and 4th floor annexe switchrooms have a 

surface layer of " Paxfclt " stuck to the existing 
plaster ceiling. The " Paxfelt," a proprietary 

material, is in slabs 2' square and consists of an 
asbestos fibre in a number of layers held together 
with a special fixing solution �nd built up .to about 
I" in thickness. The surface 1s covered '.v1th three 
coats of distemper. 

The 3rd floor main trunk switchroom has a sus­
pended ceiling of f' pumice plaster on expanding 
metal. The plaster surface is covered. with " w.lay 
Acoustic " material. This is a proprietary article 
somewhat similar to Paxfelt, but the surface is sub­
jected to additional treatmen� as fo!lows. The 
material is glued to the plaster with dextnne and �hen 
has a muslin sheet pasted over the surface. fhc 
muslin is distempered and then finely pricked lo break 
up the surface and expose• the sound absorbent 
material. 

The use of various sound absorbing materials will 
enable a comparison lo be made of the relative merits 
of the different systems. 

\Vith the exception of the Country exchange, all 
the switchrooms are fitted with the largest type of 
Demand Section. These sections are 7' 6" in heig-ht, 
6' 8f' long and consist of three operating positio�s 
with seven jack panels per section. They are built 
on the lines of a CBI type of section, but B gauge 
jacks are used and the keyboards are wider and 
deeper to allow more operating space. The con­
struction of these boards was described in detail in 
a recent article.'' Fig. 7 shows a front view of a 
complete section as installed in the London Pro­
vincial exchange. A renr view of a section showing 
the multiple wiring and cord and position circuit 

Fm. 7.-TRUNK DEM.INU SECTION, FRONT Vrnw. 
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FIG. 8.-TI!lJNI{ IJElIA:>;D SECTION, RE,\It VIEW. 

apparatus is given in fc'ig . 8. A general view of the 
Provincial exchange is given in Fig. 9 and this is 
typical of a Demand installation. All P?sitions, 
whether used as Demand, Delay or lncom111g, are 
similar as reg-ards dimensions and construction and 
only differ in such details as the number of cords, etc. 

The Demand positions deal with " No delay " 

fJG. 9.-Pl<OVINCIAI. EXCllAKGE SWITCHROOAI. 
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outgoing traflic, i.e., calls from local subscr ibers. to 
distant exchanges over trunk routes on which there 
is no delay. The positions are fitted with incoming 
junctions from local exchanges, and a multiple of 
outgoing trunks and junctions. 

Delay positions arc similar except that they have 
no incoming junctions, they have only the outgoing 
multiples. Their function is to complete outgoing 
calls over trunk routes on which delay working is in 
force. Both Demand and Delay positions have six 
cord circuits each with a chargeable time indicator 
eq uipment. A card file on each keyboard gives 
information regarding routing·, charges, etc. 

Incoming positions deal wi th calls incoming from 
other distant trunk exchanges, either for connexion 
lo local subscribers (terminated calls) or for con­
nexion to other trunk lines (through calls) . I ncom­
ing and through working is thus combined. The 
positions are fitted with incoming trunk lines and 
outgoing multiples of trunks and junctions. They 
arc not equipped with tim ing· devices as the timing 
and control of a call is always at the originating 
I runk exchange. The work per call is therefore 
less and 12 cord circu its per position arc fitted so 
that a maximum of 12 calls may be connected 
simultaneously. 

All incoming lines, whether trunks or j unctions, 
arc multipled on either a 7- or 14-panel repetition 
basis. This provides for the distribution of incoming 
traffic over a n u mber of positions and allows an 
operator to concentrate on the call in hand, an 
essential feature of the Demand System. 

All outgoing multiples are wired on a 6-panel basis. 
The trunk multiples arc eq uipped with the visual idle 
indicating feature in which a lamp sh ining through 
the designation strip indicates the first free circuit in 
a group of. lin.es. A red lamp at the beginning of 
each route indrcat es when delay working is in force. 
These two features were dealt with in greater de tail 

in an article previously mentioned.'1 
The outgoing junction multiples have 
the standard group engaged tone 
equipment fitted. Special multiple 
cut-in relay equipment has been p1·0-
v idP-d for multiples which are co111111on 
to a number of s\\·itchrooms. "'ith 
this equipment, only the s\\'itchroom 
from which the circuit. is picked up is 
connected to the line, the multiple jacks 
in other switchrooms being· left dis­
connected but testing engaged. 

The multiple ans\\'ering- la111ps and 
V.l.I. lamps are fed from the public 
supply mains to relieve the exchang·e 
battery of this load. The mains supply 
is stepped clown by a transformer to 13 
volts. Low consumption lamps taking 
approximately 50 milliamps at G volts 
are used. They are wired on a threc­
wire system with the ce ntre wire 
earthed. The output voltage from the 
transformer thus allows one volt drop 
and the A.C. lamp racks arc fitted near 



the line of switchboards to avoid long heav y-guage 
leads. Typical A.C. lamp racks are shown in Fig. 10. 

It is imperative that there should be no interrup­
tion in the supply of current to the answering lamps 
and to guard against failure of the public mains a 
stand-by plant has been provided. This comes into 
operation automatically if the mains fail and supplies 
A.C. at 230v to the input of the lamp rack trans­
formers. The emergency motor generator set is 
driven from the SOv exchange battery and is thus 
independent of an outside source of supply. Facilities 
for testing the plant are provided and this is clone 
as a daily routine. A pilot lamp on the power board 
is bridged across the load to indicate that the standby 
plant is functioning correctly . 

FIG. 10.--A.C. LA�!P SUPPLY RACl(S. 

The line relay-sels for trunk� and j unctions arc all 
jacked-in equipments and mount on the standard 
channel-type shelves. The <.:lfClllt arrangements arc 
based on the Sleeve Control sy;.,em and the opera­
tion of typical relay-sets will bt 11::-alt with in detail 
as the equipment is representative of that installed at 
main trunk exchanges throughout the country. 

The basic principle of the system is that one type of 
cord circuit only is used and this is of universal 
application. The varying requirements of the 
different line circuits to be interconr.cct eu are met by 
inserting a suitable relay-set in each line. The relay­
sets vary in type according to the circuit on which 
they are connected, but the cond ition!:> sent out from 
the cord and position circuit are sta ndard . 

The cord and position circuit diagram is given in 

- Fig. 11. The pos1t1on circuit is common to the 
position and any number of cord circuits may be 
associateu. The cord circuit is normall y  a straight­
through connexion from the answering to the calling 
plugs with no transmission element or bridging 
equipment in circuit. The straight-thro ugh con­
nexion of the cord circuit is broken when the speak­
ing key is thrown and the cord circuit connexion is 

then completed via the position circuit. 
The circuit operation is as follows :-

The throwing of the speaking key operates relay SK. 
Contact SKI operates relay SL. Contact SL4 short­
circuits the 1300-ohm winding of relay SK which now 
holds on the 15-ohm winding . The battery connexion for 
the SK relay is via a 400-ohm resistance common to the 
position circuit and if, with one speaking key operated, 
a second key is thrown the associated SK relay will not 
operate as its high resistance coil will be shunted by the 
15-ohm winding of the previously operated SK relay. 
This feature prevents the two cord circuits from being 
brought into contact. 

Relay SK at contacts 2, 3, 4 and 5 c!i\'erts the cord 
circ:uit via the position ci1·c:uit. The operator's telephone 
circuit is bridged across the positinn circuit for speaking 
purposes. The " speak call " and " speak ans " keys 
separate the answering from the calling cord and allow 
either side to be spoken on ""l'arately if required. The 
transfer keys connect positive battery to the ring of the 
plug and thence into the lini;: unit. This facility allows 
a calling line to be transferred to another position, but 
is not at present in use at London. 

The " dial ans " or " dial call " keys operate relays DA 
or DC to connect the dialling or key sending circuit to the 
cord circuit. Relays DK and DA or DC are held by 
earth from the off-normal springs of the dial to guard 
against restoration of the key before the dial has returned 
to normal. A guard lamp is also fitted and this glows 
whilst the dial key is thrown. 

Coupling between positions in one direction is provided . 
The engaged test is obtained from a separate transformer 
which connects the operator's telephone circuit tu the tip 
of both plugs. Ringing keys are individual to each cord 
circuit and connect a battery vin l 00 ohms to the tip of 
the answering 01· calli ng cord to operate an RR relay in 
the line relay-set. 

There is also an individual monitoring key which, when 
thrown, connects a high impedance monitoring coil 
across the cord circuit. At the same time relay l\il in 
the position circuit connects the operator 's receiver to the 
secondary winding of the monitoring transformeL \;\,'hen 
a speaking key is thrown the monitoring circuit is dis­
connected by relay MN. Listening-in laps are normally 
bridged across the tip and .-ing of the opcratc:r 's circuit to 
preserve balance, but during monitoring the tap is con­
nected directly across the receiver by contact M3. 

It will be noticed that a 600-ohm resistance and series 
condenser is always bridged across the cord circuit when 
the circuit is not otherwise terminated. This feature also 
occurs in the Trunk line relay-set circuits and is essential 
where "Zero Loss " trunk lines are in use.5 

The 
.
sleeve cir�uits arc connected to battery via the 

respective supervisory lamps. An 85-ohm eurth on the 
plug sleeve will light the lamp to indicate a clear a high 
r�s.istance earth will

. 
dim t.he lamp for the engaged con­

d1tion, an? the two rntenrnttently will flash the lamp fo1-
a recall signal. These conditions are giw11 ove1· the 
sleeve circuit from the line 1·elay-sets. 

Whe� th� speaking key is thrown the lamps on the 
slee�e circ

.
u1ts are replaced by relay combinations (FA and 

TA ll1 series and FC and TC in series). The lamps arc 
then controlled by the FA and FC relays an.I the norm;:il 
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supervisory signals retained, but the sleeve circuit is in­
creased from 240 ohms to 1400 ohms and this operates a 
DR relay in the line relay-set (as will. be seen later). 

These are the main features of the cord and 
position circuits •and are not special to the London 
installation, but are standard at all sleeve control 
trunk centres. 

Of the line relay-sets, those for junctions inco�ing 
from London automatic exchanges will be described 
first. The circuit arrangement is shown in Fig. 12. 
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FIG. 12.-INCOMING JUNCTION FROM AUTO EXCHANGES. 

The selector at the automatic exchange extends a loop 
to operate L relay. Contact L2 operates relays LL and 
B. Contact LL2 operates the answering lamp relay to 
light the multipled answering lamps and LL3 returns 
ringing tone over the junction to the automatic sub­
scriber. The trunk operator answers and relay S operates 
from battery on the sleeve of the plug. Relay SS operates 
via SI and LL1. Relay LL is disconnected by relay SS 
at SS! and releases. Relay SS is held by SS4, COl and 
B3. Ringing tone is disconnected at SS2 and the lamp 
relay released at SS3. Contacts SSS and SS6 operate, 
but relay L remains connected to line via Bl and B2. 

If there is delay in setting up the call, the auto sub­
scriber may hang up his receiver and wait to be rung. 
The subscriber's line and the junction are held by the 
trunk operator as follows :-

Relay L is released when the subscriber hangs up. 
Relay B is disconnected at L2 and releases. Bl and B2 
connect battery via 200 ohms to positive line to hold the 
auto switches and earth via MH relay to the 
negative line. When the trunk line is ready, 
the trunk operator can call the auto sub­
scriber by operating the answering plug ring­
ing key. This extends battery to RR relay. 
Contact RR! connects a positive battery to 
the positive line and operates a relay in the 
first code selector at the automatic exchange. 
This relay is shunted by a metal rectifier and 
does not operate with normal current, but 
only when a positive battery is used. When 
operated, the relay applies ringing to the sub­
scriber's line. When the subscriber answers, 
a loop condition is given from the automatic 

normal. Contact MHl operates relay L which re­
operates relay B, relay L is ag·ain connected to line and 
the call is established in the normal way. When the 
auto subscriber clears, relay L releases and earth via L2 
normal, CLl normal and 85-ohm winding of S relay 
lights the supervisory lamp. Relays CL and CO are 
special to the London circuits and control the clearing 
signal when the junction is extended by the Demand 
operator to the Continental exchange. Relay CL operates 
when the Continental exchange operator answers. If the 
L relay is operated, i.e., the subscriber is on the line, Ll 

I•· 

/OOO 

connects a low resistance battery to the 
Continental position and the Continental 
supervisory lamp is darkened. When the 
auto subscriber clears, relay L releases and 
at Ll gives a clear to the Continental opera­
tor. Relay CL remains operated on its high 
resistance winding an<l the release of L2 
operates relay CO. Contact CO! discon­
nects the earth via SS4 operated from the 
SS relay which remains operated, but is now 
dependent solely on CL2. When the Con­
tinental operator clears, relay CL releases 
and at CL2 disconnects relay SS which 
restores and lights, at SS4 normal, the 
supervisory lamp of the Demand position. 
Relay CO is slow to release in order that 
relay SS should not hold on contact SS4 
when CO is restoring. 

Circuits outgoing from the Trunk 
exchange to automatic exchanges may 
be either loop or battery dialling. The 

former are more common in London and only this 
type will be considered. 

Fig. 13 shows the circuit arrangement of an out­
going loop dialling relay-set. 

When the line is picked up by an operator, relay S 
operates on the 85-ohm winding and a clear is received 
on the supervisory lamp. Contact S l  operates relay SS 
which operates the group engaged tone relay and con­
nects flicker earth to low resistance winding of relay S. 
This flashes the supervisory lamp as an indication that 
the operator must dial. 

When the dial key is thrown, battery from the position 
dial circuit operates relay RR. Contact RR! operates 
relay DT which locks via DT contact operated, LR2 
normal, and SS2 operated. Contact DT2 disconnects 
RR relay and short circuits the condenser in the tip 
circuit. Contact DT3 disconnects the through signal­
ling battery circuit and shunts the condenser in the ring 
circuit. DT4 disconnects the flashing earth and connects 
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exchange and relay MH at the trunk ex­
change operates from battery via 200-ohm 
resistance, contact RR! normal, B2 normal, 
SSS operated, positive line, auto exchange 
loop, negative line, SS6 operated and BI 
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FIG. 13.-0UTGOING JUNCTION TO AUTO EXCHANGES. 
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the LR relay in parallel with the 5,000-ohm winding of 
relay S. Dialled impulses may now be sent direct to 
line from the position dial circuit. Loop impulses are 
sent out as the battery is disconnected by relay DK, Fig. 
11, when the dial is off normal. 

When the dial key is restored, the 3,000-ohm resistance 
in the cord circuit sleeve wire is short-circuited and relay 
LR now receives sufficient current to _operate. Relay LR 
locks at LRl. Contact LR3 disconnects relay DT which 
restores the transmission bridge. Contact LR2 switches 
the control of the clearing signal to IL and D relay con­
tacts and contact LR4 connects IL and D relays to line 
to hold the selectors and receive supervisory signals from 
the automatic exchange. Relay IL completes the circuit 
for the polarizing winding of relay D, gives the busy back 
flash signal at IL3, and relays this signal at ILL 

Clears are given by the reversal of current from the 
auto exchange selector circuit. This releases relay D 
which, in turn, connects earth to the 85-ohm winding of 
relay S to light the supervisory lamp. The clear is 
relayed as a through signal on incoming trunk lines by 
contact D2. 

Junctions from and to manual exchanges are also 
p;ovided at London, but these are comparatively 
simple and have not been described in detail as they 
work on a .normal C.B. jmiction signalling basis, but 
of course mcorporate sleeve control principles of 
design. 

Relay-sets for trunk lines are of. two main types 
3;nd depend on the �igi:alling system employed on the 
l�ne, viz., automatic signalling or generator signal­
ling. 

�i:t
.
omatic signalling is similar to and gives all the 

f!"-c�littes a�orded by D.C. junction working, but is 
li�1ted to l�nes up to approximately 50 miles long. 
It 1s not reliable over greater distances as in the case 
of overhead lines the insulation loss acts as a shunt 
to the supervisory relays and on underground cables 
aitI:ough the insulation loss is small, the conducto; 
�es1stance becomes too hig�1. Generator signalling 
1� th�refore used on long Imes and· also repeatered 
c1rcmts. 

. 
!he disadvantage of generator signalling is that 

1t is necessary to operate a key to call or clear and 
operating work is increased. 
Automatic signalling is therefore 
always to be preferred and voice 
frequency signalling systems at 
present being developed aim at 
giving full automatic signalling 
facilities on repeatered circuits. 

In the following description of 
trunk relay-sets, bothway circuits 
are considered as these combine 
the features of both incoming and 
outgoing circuits. 

The bothway automatic signal­
ling trunk circuit is given in 
Fig. 14. 

Taking first an incoming call, 
battery and earth ·are connected to 
line at the distant end and L relay 
operates from the battery on the B 
line. Contact Ll operates relay LL. 
This in turn operates the answering 
lamp relay, VII lamp relay and en-
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gages the bush of the outgoing multiple jack. The 

operator answers and operates S relay. Contact SI 

operates relay SS. Contac
.
t SS! disc�nnects th� t�rminat­

ing impedance from the !me to av01d transm1ss10n l?ss 

under speaking conditions. SS2 operates relay LO which 

locks via L02 and LL2 to prevent a false signal if the 

incoming operator clears first. Contact SS3 provides an 

alternative earth to engage the outgoing multiple jack 

when the distant end clears first. 

Contact LO I disconnects the answering lamp relay 

d holds the VII lamp relay operated if the distant end 

�l�ars. When the speaking key is thrown relay _DR 

operates as follows :-Battery is connected on one wmd­

ing of DR via a 300-ohm resistance and SSS and .LL�. 

The other winding has battery from the cord circuit 

sleeve via 240 ohms plus the 85 ohm S relay. The 

currents in the two windings of the DR r�lay are .t�us 

practically equal and as they are wound 111 .oppos1t1�n 

the relay does not operate. When the speakmg key is 

thrown the sleeve circuit resistance is increased from 240 

to 1400 ohms and relay DR operates on the out of balance 

current. DR! operates; rel�y TS which. connects battery 

to the A-wire to dim the distant supervisory. 

When the call is established via an outgoir,ig circuit 

through signalling is given by TS relay. 

On outgoing calls relay rvI operates from battery on 

sleeve of plug and at Ml operates relay MM. Contact 

MM4 connects relay SS which also operates. Ml\'11 and 

MM2 reverse the battery and earth conditions to line 

(note that TS1 contact does. not ?ow . control. the battery 

connexion as no through signalhng 1s reqmre_d on_ out­

going ·calls).' Confad 'MM3· con�eds ;battet-y. vi? •LL3· 

to the ring wire to give through s1�nalhng to the i1?com­

ing line connected on the answering cord. It will be 

seen that LL3 controls the battery connexion on the ring 

wire. 
Clears are received by the release of relays L and LL. 

For incoming catls LL2 connects earth via � relay direct· 

to the answering jack sleeve and for outgomg .calls; the 

earth is via M relay and MM6 to the outgomg iack 
sleeve. 

A flashing signal, to recatl the distant operator on an 
established catl, may be sent on either incoming or out­
going· calls by operating intermittently the cord oircuit 
ringing key. This operates intermittently relay RR 
which controls the battery connexion to line. 
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FIG, 14.-BOTHWAY AUTOMATIC SIGNALLING TRUNK. 
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The generator signalling bothway trunk circuit is 
shown in Fig. 15. 

On incoming calls, relay L operates whilst ringing 
current is applied to line from the distant end. Contact 
Lt operates relay LL which locks via DR! and operates 
the answering lamp relay, the VII lamp relay and 
engages the bush of the outgoing jack. The operator 
answers and operates relay S from the battery on the 
slee,,e of the plug. SI operates relay SS which discon­
nects the terminating impedance from the line, releases 
the answering lamp relay to disconnect the answering 
lamps, holds the VII lamp relay and .engages the bush of 
the outgoing jack against the release of LL. The lock­
ing circuit of relay LL is broken by the operation of relay 
DR from the out of balance current when the cord circuit 
speaking key is thrown. ·wheri the speaking key is 
restored DR relay releases, but LL is now dependent 
again on relay L. 
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FIG. 15.-BOTllWAY GENERATOR SIGNALLING TRUNK. 

If a ringing current is received on an established con­
nexion, relay L operates and reoperates relay LL which 
again locks as DRI is normal. LL4 completes a circuit 
for LF relay to operate intermittently from the flicker 
earth. LF2 connects earth via 85 ohms to light the 
supervisory lamp intermittently. In order to prevent 
premature operation of relay DR when one coil is short­
circuited by LF2, contact LFI is arranged to disconnect 
the other coil. The flicker signal on the cord circuit 
supervisory lamps acts as a signal to recall the operator 
into circuit. When the speaking key is thrown, relay DR 
operates and disconnects LL as before. 

On outgoing calls relay M operates from battery on 
sleeve circuit, and operates relay MM. This relay at 
MM3 completes a circuit for relay SS, changes earth for 
battery for through signalling at MMI, connects high 
resistance battery at MM2 to avoid dry contacts in the 
speaking circuit and at MM4 connects relay M direct to 
the outgoing jack sleeve against operation of relays SS 
and LL. A calling signal is sent out by the operation of 
the ringing key which connects battery to operate relay 
RR and connect at RR 1 and RR2, ringing current to line. 
A recall signal is received in a similar manner to that on 
incoming calls, i.e., by the operation of L, LL and LF 
relays. The flashing signal is released by the operation 
of relay DR as before. 

No mention has so far been made of cord circuit 
repeaters. There are only 8 cord repeaters in use 
and 100 lines only are balanced for use with the 
repeatered cord circuits. The repeater equipment is 
installed in the Repeater station and the line jacks 
and cords are fitted on an angle section in the Inter­
national exchange. 

The cord repeaters are of the semi-automatic type, 
in which the C.C.R. operator connects two trunks 
via a cord repeater at the request of a controlling 
operator. All controlling positions have access by 
order-wire to the C.C.R. position operator whose 
only function is to insert the cord repeater and clear 
down when required. The control is left with the 
original controlling operator, who retains all signal­
ling and monitoring facilities. Full details and 
circuit description of these repeaters have been pub-
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lished in a printed paper of the Institu­
tion. 6 This type of repeater was 
originally intended to provide addi­
tional amplification on through trunk 
connexions, but the introduction of 
zero loss circuits has rendered them 
unnecessary. 

The timing device used on all De­
mand and Delay positions is the 
Chargeable Time Indicator (C.T.I.). 
Each cord circuit has associated with it 
a uniselector controlled by a lever key 
with start, stop and reset positions. 
In the start position of the key, the 
uniselector is operated by 12 second 
impulses from a master clock and 
rotates slowly for a maximum period of 
18 minutes. A red lamp on the key­
board is connected to the uniselector 
and lights for 12 seconds every three 
minutes to indicate to the operator· 
that the duration of the connexion 
must be announced. At any point 

the uniselector may be stopped from the cord 
circuit supervisory relay when the calling subscriber 
clears. The operator, by throwing the key into the 
stop position, connects in circuit a lamp display. 
One display consisting of a strip of lamps numbered 
1 to 18, is fitted in a panel on each position. A lamp 
lights corresponding to the position of the uniselec­
tor and the actual time for which the call must be 
charged is indicated. The display is disconnected 
and the uni.selector brought to the home contact by 
throwing the key to the reset position. The com­
plete circuit arrangement of this device has recently 
been described. 7 

The call tickets are distributed in the building by 
the standard pneumatic ticket tube system of the 
Post Office. Outgoing tubes worked on a vacuum 
basis carry the tickets for completed calls from all 
positions to the ticket filing room. Tickets for calls 
to be completed on a Delay basis are sent from the 
Demand positions to the pneumatic distribution 
position (P.D.P.) from which they are sent by in-

. 1dividual pressure tubes to the Delay positions. The 
complete system for the London trunk building is 
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extensive and has already been described in this 
Journal.8 

With the exception of the Power Plant and the 
tube blowers the whole of the manufacture and 
installation of the telephone equipment has been 
carried out by Messrs. Standard Telephones and 
Cables, Ltd., to Post Office design. 

The change over from the old to the new system 
of working in London is 'now complete, although 
additional equipment is being installed for develop­
ment of the services and there is still considerable 
work yet to be done. 

The task of reconstruction has been most difficult 
because of the congestion which existed in the 
building and this was accentuated during the 
demolition and rebuilding of the South Block. 

l\.fany schemes were discussed in conference before 
a satisfactory solution was reached, and the pro­
gramme adopted required rigid adherence to the 
various dates to avoid dislocation of the trunk 
service. 

The Demand System is now well established and 
in the London Trunk Centre the Post Office has. a 
fine example of modern long distance communication 
equipment. 

REFERENCES. 

1 " Demand Trunk Service," by I. H. Jenkins, 
M.I.E.E. P.O.E.E. Journal, October, 1931. 

2 " Trunk Exchange Test Racks: New Design," 
by G. Brown, A.M.I.E.E. P.O.E.E. Journal, 
April, 1933. . 

'' The British Post Office International Exchange,'' 
by S. Birch and C. H. Hartwell. P.O.E.E. 

J oumal, July, 1934. 
4 '' Some Recent Developments in the Design of 

Manual Switchboards," by J. H. Douglas. 
P.O.E.E. Journal, January, 1934. 

5 " Modern Telephone Trunk Lines," by R. M. 
Chamney, B.Sc., A.K.C., A.M.I.C.E. P.O.E. 

E. Journal, January, 1933. 
6 '' Recent Repeater Station Installations,'' by 

Major F. E. A. Manning, M.C., B.Sc. {Eng.), 
M.I.E.E., A.M.I.Mech.E. I.P.O.E.E. Printed 
Paper No. 151. 

7 '' Acceptance Testers used on Sleeve Control 
Equipment," by E. J. Harrold and C. N. 
Smith. P.O.E.E. Journal, October, 1933. 

8 "Pneumatic Ticket Tube System at G.P.O. 
(South)," by J. E. McGregor, A.C.G.l., 
A.M.I.E.E. P.O.E.E. Journal, January, 1934. 

Frequency Characteristics of a Western Electric 

Moving Coil Microphone 

The type 618A moving coil microphone is an 
instrument particularly suited to studio uses. 
Details of the design have been published by E. C. 
Wente and A. L. Thuras {Journal Acous. Soc. Amer. 
Vol. 3, p. 44, 1931) and by W. C. Jones and L. W. 
Giles {Bell System Monograph B-630). 

An arched duralumin diaphragm carries a small 
coil, having an impedance of about 30 ohms, in the 
annular airgap of a permanent magnet. Small 
cavities and air release slots behind the diaphragm 
are designed to improve the uniformity, at different 
frequencies, of the sensitivity, which otherwise would 
be mainly controlled by the mechanical constants of 
the diaphragm. 

The figure shows the results of calibrations made 
on one of these instruments at the Research Station; 
the full line curve is a pressure calibration (in terms 
of the sound pressures applied at the .diaphragm) 
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and the broken curve is a field calibration (in terms 
of sound pressures in free air, for sound incident 
normally on the diaphragm). The curves have been 
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drawn ignoring such minor irregularities as cannot 
easily be determined exactly by a point-to-point 
method of calibration. 



Telephone Transmission-IV. R. M. CHAMNEY, A.K.C., B.Sc., A.M.l.C.E. 

F
ORMULh: for the study of telephone trans­

mission over lines were developed in the 
article which appeared in the July issue of this 

Journal. These formulre gave expressions for the 
attenuation constant (/3) and the wave-length con­
stant (a) as follows:-

/3= ,Ytv'(R2+w2L2) (G2 +w2C2) +t(RG- w2LC) ... (1) 

a= ytv'(R2+w2L2) (G2+w2C2) -t(RG-w2LC) .. (2) 

As by definition the primary constants R, L, G and 
C are expressed per unit length, formulre (1) and (2) 
give the attenuation and wave-length constants in 
similar terms. Thus if the primary constants are 
given per mile the attenuation and wave-length 
constants will also be per mile. 

The wave-length constant, to which reference will 
be made later, is the angle in radians by which the 
current at the end of a unit length lags behind the 
current impressed at the beginning of this length; 
i.e., the lag is " a " radians per unit length. 
When the lag attains a value of 2ir radians (360°) 
a wave-cycle has been completed and a repetition 
of the wave will commence. Clearly the length of 

the wave will be 
2ir 

units of length. The symbol 
a 

,\ is used to signify the wave-length itnd 
2ir 

,\ = - ................................................ (3) 
a 

An examination of these formulre brings to notice 

Under this condition G becomes zero and equations 
(1) and (2) can be written 

f3 = ytv' (R2 + w2L2)w2C2 - tw2LC .... .. ..... (4) 

a = ,Ytv' (R2 + w2L2)w2C2 + tw2LC ... . .......  (5) 

Table I shows the values of the attenuation and 
wave-length constants for a 20-lb. cable calculated on 
the assumption that the inductance is varied irrespec­
tive of the other primary constants. The inductance 
in this case is taken as resistanceless and as being 
distributed, not lumped as in a loading coil. The 
values of R and C have been taken as 88 ohms per 
mile and 0.065 x 10-s farads per mile while the fre­
quency selected is 800 cycles giving a value for 
(ll = 2irf = 5000. 

In order to simplify the column headings the 
following notation has been used : 

(R2 + w2L2) = X 

w2C2 = y = .1056 x 10-s 

w2LC = Z 

and f3 = ,Ytv'XY - i Z 

a = ,Yt..;xv + t z 

It will be apparent from an examination of the 
values of X = R2 + w2L2 that as L increases the 
effect of R 2 becomes of increasingly less importance 
as compared with <u2L2• Whereas at 1 mH, w2L2 is 

TABLE I. 

L I ..,2L2 x ./XY z 

0 0 7744 .0286 0 

0.001 25 7769 .0286 .00163 

0.002 100 7844 .02875 .00325 

0.005 625 8369 .0297 .00813 

0.01 2500 10244 I .0329 .01625 

0.02 10000 17744 .0432 .03250 

0.03 22500 30244 .0565 .04875 

0.04 40000 47744 .0710 .06500 

0.05 62500 70244 .0860 .08125 

0.06 90000 97744 .1016 .09750 

0.07 12250 130244 .11736 .11375 

0.08 160000 167744 .13309 .13000 

0.09 202SOO 210244 .14900 .14625 

0.10 250000 257744 .16498 .16250 

a number of interesting factors which assist in the 
elucidation of transmission problems. The leakance 
in unloaded underground cables is so small that it 
can be neglected without causing appreciable error. 

lh/XY-!Z f3 !./XY-�Z a ,\ 

I 

0143 .1196 .0143 . 1198 52.5 miles . 
.01347 .116 .01512 .123 51.1 

.01276 .1128 .01601 .126 49.7 

.01075 .1038 .01893 .137 45.7 

00833 .0912 .02457 .156 40.3 

.00535 .0731 .03785 .194 32.4 

.00388 .0()22 .05262 .229 27.4 

.00300 .0547 .068 .261 24.1 

.002325 .0482 .08367 .289 21.7 

.002050 .0452 .09955 .315 19.9 

.00176 .0419 .01155 .340 18.5 

.001545 .0390 .01315 .363 17.3 

.001375 .0370 .14762 .384 16.4 

.001240 .0352 .16385 .405 15.5 

less than 1 % of R2, at lOOmH the position is com­
pletely reversed. In other words the resistance has 
become of little importance. If R becomes negligible 
then 
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(3 ,Yiv w2L2 • w2C2 - i w2LC 

= ,Yiv� - i w2LC 

v i (J)2LC - i (J)2LC ... . .... . .......... ...... (6) 
o. 

and a >/ w2LC . ........ . .......... . .. ... . . ...... . . ..... . (7) 
Thus, in a line containing inductance and capacity 

but no resistanGe--0t:--le-alraHGe- we- have a system 
where there is no attenuation and only a wave pro­
pagation of short wave-length. Unfortunately there 
is always resistance and. leakance present and a 
minimum value of attenuation only can be reached. 
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FIG. !.-VARIATION OF ATTENUATION CONSTANT WITH FREQUENCY. 

It will be of interest also to study the effect of 
various values of distributed inductance on the 
attenuation constant at different frequencies. The 
20-lb. cable (R = 88 ohms per mile and C = 0.065 
p.F per mile) will be taken for this example with 
various assumed values of inductance. In the 
multiple twin cable, the natural inductance of a pair 
may be taken as 1 millihenry, while in the 
star quad type the greater separation be­
tween wires gives a natural inductance of 
1.3 millihenries. Fig. 1 has been pre­
pared to show the effect on the· attenuation 
constant of such a cable where the dis­
tributed inductance is assumed to be 
0; 1 ; 1.3; 2, and 3 millihenries per mile. 
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frequency range taken is larger than that necessary 
for the normal telephone circuit. It has been taken 
to show that as (J)L increases the attenuation rise with 
frequency becomes less. 

Fig. 2 shows the attenuation constant plotted 
against inductance. In this graph it will be noticed 
that as the value of inductance is increased the 
attenuation decreases, but at a diminishing rate. 
Actually the minimum attenuation is reached when 
the inductance and capacity are in such relation that 
(3 = ,,/ RG (see Hill's " Telephonic Transmission," 
Appendix V). When sufficient inductance is intro­
duced to balance the loss due to capacity the attenua­
tion reduces to the D.C. case, i.e., where inductance 
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and capacity are zero. This is sometimes 
referred to as the distortionless case. 

The wave-length is decreased as the 
inductance increases. This is shown very 
clearly in Table I and is illustrated 
graphically in Fig. 3. The effect of in­
creasing the inductance of a line is there­
fore to decrease both attenuation and 
wave-length. This fact led naturally 
enough to attempts to introduce " load­
ing "by adding to the natural inductance 
of the line to increase its transmission 
efficiency. 

There is another point of interest to note 
from the examination of the figures in 
Table I. As the inductance increases and 
the value of R2 becomes less important 
R2w2C2 becomes relatively small. Since 
this is the determining factor in the 
equation, the effect' of frequency on 
attenuation is small. Put in another 
way, one very considerable advantage of 

loading is to render the attenuation less dependent 
upon frequency. The diminishing influence of 
R 2w2C2 is seen by comparing the differences between 
the columns headed ,,/ XY and Z in Table I. 

Returning to formula (7) for the wave-length con­
stant, this formula is approximately true for all 
loaded lines since it depends on the addition of the 

.. 

Clearly the effect of even a very small 
inductance is marked as the frequency 
rises. At a frequency of 5000 cycles the 3 
millihenry curve is becoming flat whilst 
the other curves where inductance is pre­
sent show the same tendency, but in a 
lesser degree. The 2 and 3 millihenry 
curves are never met with in practice as 
no cables having these constants are 
manufactured. The curves have been 
drawn to demonstrate the effect of induct­
ance in the attenuation formula. The 
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two factors not their difference. R, therefore, in a 
loaded line, has small influence on a. 

Consider now the transmission of ·a tone· of 800 
cycles along a line. When the current has travelled 
a distance equal to a complete wave-length of trans­
mission· the current is exactly in phase with the 
transmitted current, but 360° or 2rr radians behind. 
The wave has progressed a distance ;\ in the· time 
taken to complete one cycle or 1 /800th of a second. 
That is, the speed of propagation of the wave is 

A. 
T = BOOA.. 
800 

In the general case 

/A= 2rr A 
a 

- ----3!!L. 
- wy'LC 

1 
y'LC = V ............ ............. ....... (8) 

If L and C are taken per mile the velocity V 1s 
calculated in miles· per second. 

Ther time of transmission on a loaded circuit is 

therefore dependent on 
1 

and the heavier the . . v'LC 
loading the greater the time of transmission. 

The characteristic impedance of a line is given by 
the expression 

z0 = J R + fwL 
G + fwC 

Assuming again that in a loaded line the resistance 
and leakance are negligible in comparison with 1 wL 
and wC, 

Z0 = J � ... ; ........................... (9) 
and this may be taken as a reasonable approx'ima1Jion 
in all cases. 

. · .  

We are now in a position to sum up the ·effects of . 
loading a transmission line by increasing its induct­
ance. 

1. Attenuation is decreased. 
2. The.length of propagation waves is decreased . 
3. The-time of transmission is increased. 
4. The impedance is increased. 

1. This is of immense importance since trans­
mission efficiency is increased. By adding 100 milli­
henries as in Table I the cable could be extended to 
about 3.5 times its· length for the same overall 
attenuation. 

2. This is not of itself of great importance. 
3. This factor becomes serious when very long 

lengths of circuits are involved since if the time of 
transmission becomes sufficiently great subscribers 
would not be able to reply to each-other with sufficient 
rapidity and conversation would become difficult . 

4. This is of importance . because the effect of 
raising impedance is to raise the voltage on the circuit 
and this in turn increases cross-talk due to out of 
balance capacity. 

Loading. 
In actual practice loading may take one of two 

forms. A method was patented many years·ago by 
Krarup, a Danish Engineer, consisting of wrapping 
a fine soft iron wire or tape round each conductor in 
a cable. The method is expensive and not very 
efficient, but has great advantages for sea cables 
where loading coils are difficult to deal with. A 
further disadvantage is that the effective resistance 
introduced by the iron losses causes the attenuation 
to rise rather rapidly with frequency. 

The second and commoner method is to introduce 
coils of inductance at intervals along a cable. This 
can be done more cheaply and the addition of resist­
ance to the circuit can be kept within reasonable 
limits. There is, however, another factor which 
needs to be explained. 

Fig. 4 shows a coil loaded line without resistance 
but 

.
having capacity and inductance and made up i� 

sections. 
This diagram will be obvious to all radio enthu­

siasts as a filter having several sections. Formula 
(6) shows the attenuation as zero, which is attained 
onl}'.' with the perfect filter made of components 
havmg no losses. A filter made up as in Fig. 4 is 

L L L 

c I 0600c I ---�r:r---�r:r 
2-L1---�L1---�L1 

L L L 
:E°IG. 4.-E!JUIVALENT DIAGRAM FOR COIL-LOADED 

LINE WITHOUT RESISTANCE .. 

known as a "·low pass " filter inasmuch as for low 
frequencies the series inductance and shunt capacity 
have but small effect. At high frequencies wL being 

large and w
l
C being small, attenuation becomes very 

hig-h and no current passes. Attenuation is there-
. �01 · 



fore only '' zero '' over a certain range beyond which 
the filter cuts off all transmission. The filter " cuts 
off '' when resonance occurs, and since the sections 
can be seen to be a series circuit of inductance L in 

. . 
h 

. . 
h c senes wit two capacities eac equal to 2 , the 

resonance frequency is found as follows :-

or 

or 

1 wL=-c 
1u4 

1 
w2 = Lc 

--r 
2 

w = vLC = 2rrf 

1 
f = � .... ......... ............. .. ...... (10) 

rrvLC 
where L and C are values of inductance and capacity 
per loading coil section. 

The cut off frequency is usually written f 0• 
If resistance be added there is still a filter, but 

one which may be described as " damped." Its 
attenuation will have a value depending on the resist­
ance and shunting capacity at low frequencies and 
it will rise gradually until the cut off point is 
approached, nearing which the rise will become very 
rapid. 

A typical curve of attenuation for a coil loaded 
line is shown in Fig. 5. 
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A coil loaded line therefore suffers from the 
difficulty that it only transmits a certain band of 
frequencies and it is necessary to determine the 
degree to which loading may be carried so as to avoid 
cutting off the important upper harmonies of speech. 

Referring again to Fig. 4, the filter is made up of 
sections each containing capacity and inductance. 
The cut off point is determined by formula (9). 
Examining this formula it will be noticed that the 
frequency of cut off drops as the product of LC 
increases. In a telephone cable the capacity per mile 
is fixed, therefore the greater the inductance per load­
ing coil section the lower will be the cut off frequency. 

Putting it another way, if it is desired to add a 
certain amount of inductance per mile this can be 
done by, say, a 500 mH coil every five miles or a 
400 mH coil every four miles or a 100 mH coil per 
mile. In the first case the filter section contains a 
product of 5 times the inductance with 5 times the 
capacity compared with the last case. In the first 
case the cut off frequency will be only one fifth that 
of the last case. 

Table II gives the calculated cut off frequency 
(f 0) for various inductances spaced at different 
distances apart in a cable having an assumed capacity 
of 0.065 µF per mile. 

The results have been shown in Fig. 6. 
When loading was first introduced it was con­

sidere? that articulation was satisfactory if fre­
que11;c1es. up to about 2200 cycles were transmitted. 
Havmg m mind the cost of loading coils and man­
holes and also

.
the variation of copper weight required 

I 
v 

m order to get a desired attenuation 
with the loading chosen, it was decided 
that the most economical spacing of 
coils was about 2.5 miles. Under this 
condition the loading should be about 
136 mH per coil. 

� --:..,....---

'i\Then repeaters became a practicable 
proposition, the economic aspect of line 
provision changed as much lighter con­
ductors could be used. Heavier load­
ing became more economical since the 
added resistance of loading coils was of 
smaller import, while in order to get 
the same cut off the spacing was re­
�Iuced to 1.6 miles. The corresponding 
mductance used was 177 mH. Later 
the cut off frequency was raised by 
reducing the spacing to 1.125 miles. 

u 

r 

1 
0

·<11 " !< 

... 

202 

• 400 

-......--

600 ... 1000 IZOO 1400 1600 1800 2000 
freque:nc� c..p s 

zzoo , ... 2600 

FIG. 5.-ATTENUATION CONSTANT OF 10-LB. CABLE LOADED WITH 

120 MH COILS SPACED AT 1.136 MILES. 

TABLE II. 

.... 

Spacing L = 20 mH. L = 50 mH. L = 100 mH. 
(miles) f. t. t. 

0.5 12500 7900 5600 

1.0 8850 5600 3950 

1.5 7230 4550 3230 

2.0 6250 3950 2790 

2.5 5600 3530 2500 

3.0 5100 3230 2280 

, ... 

I. = 150 mH. L = 200 mH. L = 250 mH. 
f. f. t. 

4550 3950 3550 

3230 2790 2500 

2630 2270 2040 

2270 1980 

I 
1770 

2040 1770 1580 

1860 1610 1445 
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As repeaters advanced in technique, long under­
ground lines became possible and articulation had to 
be reconsidered from a new aspect. Since a repeater 
has a straight line law of amplification with fre­
quency, it follows that a distortion due to a rise of 
attenuation with frequency in the first section would 
give a distorted input into the first repeater. This 
naturally became further distorted at the second and 
subsequent repeaters. It was therefore necessary to 
restrict the band of frequencies at its upper limit to 
0. 7 times the theoretical cut off point. By Inter-

----,..._ 20mH 

national agreement the limiting value 
has been placed at 2400 cycles, thus 
giving a theoretical line limit of 3450 
cycles. This condition is met by 120 
mH spaced at 1.136 miles. This may 
explain to many the reasons for vary­
ing loading spacings in the past. The 
decisions have been based on the most 
economical method of loading to give 
the desired cut off. 

11,000 12,000 

The formula developed for attenua­
tion assumes that inductance is dis­
tributed. It is not completely true for 
a line where loading is inserted at 
intervals along a cable, since the filter 
action completely cuts off transmission 
above a certain frequency. The 
formula for the case where the con-
stants are not uniformly distributed is 
somewhat complex and will be found by 
those interested in Malcolm's" Theory 

of the Submarine Telegraph," Chapter VI. The 
proof of a formula giving correct results for fre­
quencies well below the cut off value is given in Hill's 
" Telephone Transmission," Appendix VI. The 
formula is as follows :-

R
J

C G 

J
L 

f3=2 r+2 c 
Leakance which cannot be ignored, due to the higher 
impedance of loaded cables, is taken into account. 
R in this case includes the resistance of the loading 
coils as well as the line. 

Carrier Telephony in Underground Cables 
With a view to carrier �or king, certain pairs in 

several cables have been loaded or reloaded, the cut-off 
frequency being not less than 7 kilocycles per second. 
The reconditioned " East Coast " cable, London­
Derby-Edinburgh, with 40-lb. ·conductors, has load­
ing coils of 20 mH spaced at 1.6 miles between 
London and Derby, and coils of 27 mH spaced at 
1.136 miles between Derby and Edinburgh. On the 
West Coast, the old " Northern Underground " 
cable has been reloaded with 10 mH coils at 2! miles. 
In these cases, the coil inductance chosen has been 
determined by the use of the old loading chambers 
with existing spacing. In Wales, the new cable laid 
between Carmarthen and Haverford West was pro­
vided with 30 mH coils at 1.136 miles. Similarly, 
the Liverpool-Glasgow cable to be laid this year has 
lightly loaded and unloaded quads in each of two 
layers with a view to the audio carrier scheme being 
applied. 

Experiments have been in progress on the com­
pleted cables with their associated repeaters or unit 
amplifiers. The cross-talk problems between carrier 
and carrier and between carrier and audio have neces­
sarily received special attention, On the Carmarthen 

route, with unit amplifiers at Carmarthen and Haver­
ford West, a very good performance was obtained. 
On the East Coast cable circuit, terminal carrier 
equipment has been tried starting with one repeater 
section and adding section by section, finally testing 
between London and Edinburgh. The circuits were 
equalized up to nearly 80% of the cut-off frequency. 
Carrier to carrier cross-talk tests showed that about 
half of the quads could be used. To ensure good 
cross-talk between carrier and audio due to a common 
repeater being employed, a small compensating 
resistance was necessary in the output circuit of each 
repeater. This operates in a way equivalent to 
making the valve characteristic curve similar on the 
two sides of the normal priming voltage. An 
additional simple and effective means whereby the 
input speech voltage to the trunk circuit is limited 
was also provided. It employs a biassed metal 
rectifier circuit and operates only on the large peaks 
of speech when the volume of the latter is consider­
able. No degradation in speech quality occurs, 
whilst in general the volume of speech on the trunk 
will be lower than that used in the trials. By these 
means the circuits can be made very satisfactory in all 
respects. 
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1n Recent Developments 
Concrete Kiosk Construction A. J. AMOS 

C

ONCRETE was first used by the Post Office 
as the material for constructing Telephone 
Kiosks when, in 1920, the Kiosk No. I was 

introduced. As a structure, this kiosk gave every 
satisfaction, and paved the way to the continued 
use of concrete in later designs. From an appear­
ance point of view, however, it left much to be 
desired, and this. feature led to the receipt of 
numerous requests from local authorties for designs 
more suited to local architecture. It was obvious 
that, on economic grounds, al! these requests could 
not be met, and the Post Oflice invited Sir Giles 
Gilbert Scott, R. A., to prepare a design which could 
be standardise<l. The design of the Kiosk No. 3 
which the architect prepared, and which is illustrated 
on the left of Fig. 1, followed closely the lines of the 
existing iron Kiosk No. 2, and a more imposing 
structure would have been difficult to imagine. The 

fact that thousands of these kiosks are now erected 
in settings. varying from the wooded lanes of the 
countryside to the heart of a busy city, shows how 
Sir Giles, in a masterly way, fashioned a kiosk in 
keeping with the dignity of the Post Office and 
which could be erected anywhere without drawing 
complaint from local authorities. 
'J'he original Kiosk No. 3 design. 

The kiosk consists of seven separate concrete 
sections, viz., two side sections, one back section, 
till, floor slab, dome, and a trnnsom section-,._with .. a. 
Columbian pine door hung' in a steel . door frame 
(see Fig. 2). The two sides and the door are glazed, 
and the transom section provides for four opal glass 
TELEPHONE signs. The sides and back are screwed 
together, the door frame is fixed to the sides with 
nuts and bolts, while the transom section with its 
associated steel frame adds much to the rigidity of 
l he structure. 

Fie. J_.-OLP AND NEW Tv!'ES oF K1os1< No. 3. 
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FIG. 2.-SBCTIONS OF OLD TYPll KIOSK. 

The concrete used consists of an approved aggre­
gate, graded into coarse and fine, with alurninous 
cement. The coan;e aggregate varies between ±" 
lo f', while the fine aggregate consists of clean, 
sharp washed sand �" down. Not more than 5% 
of the fine aggregate must pass the I 00-mesh sieve 
when subjected to the test laid down by the British 
Standards Institution. The concrete is mixed in the 
following proportions :-Cement 100 lb., fine aggre­
gate I'} cubic feet, and coarse aggregate 3 cubic 
feet. 

One of the most pleasing features of this kiosk is 
the ·finish, which is Clipsham stone colour with all 
the steehvork painted Post Office red. Jn the first 

instance, Portland Cement was used, but it was 
found impossible to obtain a suitable material, 
giving this specified finish, which would adhere or 
maintain a reasonably good appearance. 1 t was 
because of this fact that aluminous cement was 
adopted, and to offset the disadvantage or the extra 
cost, there is the advantage that kiosks can be pro­
duced at three times the rate as with Port lancl 
cement. The aluminous cement coatings arc treated 
with an oil-bound paint and lightly stippled. This 
paint, which is quick drying, is found lo adhere lo 
the concrete remarkably well. 

Since the first contracts, in 1928, manufacturing 
difficulties have arisen from time to time, with re­
sultant weaknesses in the castings and, while every 
effort was made to combnt these difficulties, it \Ya�; 

finally decided that the only satisfactory method of 
obtaining better castings was l.o make certain 

·d1anges in structural design, and in the method of 
·assembly. Against this, if had to be borrie in mind 
that any change in outward appearance must be 
avoided as· far as possible for two important 
reasons:-

(1) The fact that the kiosk was prepared to the 
design of an eminent architect has proved 
an invaluable lever to the Pos·t Office in 
dealing with local authorities. 

(2) The public arc now thoroughly familiar with 
the appearnnce of a telephone kiosk. 

Any changes that .were made, therefore, should 
be such that external appearance should be almost 
unaffected. 

Manufacturing difficu/Lies and their cure. 
Fig. 3 shows the transom section. It will be 

clearly seen from this illustration that the section is 
built up of a number of delicate members. The 

TRANSOM 

DOME ROOF 

mould for this casting is necessarily­
complicated and difficult to fill with 
concrete of a consistency which will 
produce reasonable strength. Even 
with considerable vibration of the 
mould and " rodding " of the concrete, 
it is almost impossible lo remove 
trapped air. 

In pre-cast concrete work, it is an 

advantage if moulds are open and flat 
on the top surface so that they can 
easily be filled and " vibrated " and 
the concrete " struck off." 

\Vith this in mind, it was decided to split up the 
transom section into four parts, casting three of 
these parts integral with the sides and the back, 
and letting the fourth side form a small panel to fix 
over the door frame. Jn doing this, two slight 
alterations to appearance were introduced. By 
splitting the section into four, surface joints were 
exposed on two sides, at points where they were 
most noticeable. Sir Giles Scott, in his design, had 
cleverly masked all joints by the shadow produced 
by a pilaster, and the same procedure was followed 
here .by introducing pilasters .on . the corners at the 
top of the extended sides. 

FIG. 3.-TRANSOM SECTION. 

The second alteration resulted from the fact I.hat, 
to produce a large enough section to give adequate 
strength, it was necessary to reduce the leng·th of 
the TELEPHONE signs by Sf'. 

Reference to Fig. 4 (a) will show that pilasters 
were cast on both sides of the side sections of the 
kiosk. To do this it was necessary to build up the 
shaded portion above the striking off surface of the 
mould with · consequent diHiculty in obtaining adhe-

D 
(a) (b) 

FIG. 4.-DBTAIL OF PILASTllRS. 
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sion. Structurally, the pilaster on the inside of the 
section serves no useful purpose and, as shown at 
Fig. 4 (b) it can be eliminated without altering the 
external appearance. 

'J'he new Kiosk No. 3 desig11. 

Combining these two modifications, a kiosk can 
be produced, still consisting of seven separate con­
crete sections, but such that six of these sections 
can be cast in flat, open moulds. These sections 
(with the exception of the floor slab) are shown 
separately in Fig. 5, and the assembled kiosk is 
shown on the right of Fig. I. 

that the Department specifies rapid hardening 
aluminous cement, the behaviour of which is appre­
ciably di1Terent from that of Portland cement. With 
a rapid hardening cement, very great care has to be 
taken to ensure that there should be sufficient water 
present during the setting process to produce com­
plete hydration of the cement. If the kiosks are 
exposed to the sun, some of the water may evaporate 
and there will be insufficient water to bring about 
complete hydration, with consequent cracking of the 
castings. To overcome this, the moulds, when filled, 
are covered with wet sacking· for a period of 24 hours, 
and a clause to this effect has been added to the 

specification. At the end of this time, 
the castings are ready for hand­
ling. 

DOME ROOF 

TRANSOM 
PANEL 

Clll BACK DOOR 51DE PANEL 5/DE PANEL 
/OUT5/DE ) /INS/OE ) 
f UPPERMOST. (UPPERMOST/ 

It was found that in many cases, the 
cracking of the concrete sections took 
place at those points where wooden 
plugs were inserted to enable the 
sections of the kiosk to be screwed 
together. The wood, in contact with 
the wet concrete, swelled appreciably 
and produced a bursting action. 

FIG. 5.-SBCTIONS OF NEW TYPB KIOSK. 

Difficulties due to other ea.uses. 
During the hot weather in the midsummer 

months, reports were received from a number of 
contractors that kiosks, after assembly and while 
awaiting inspection by the Department's inspecting 
officer, cracked under the influence of the sun. In 
examining this problem, it must be borne in mind 

Carrier Telephony on Aerial Lines 

A description of the mains-operated equipment 
designed for use on aerial lines was given in the July, 
1933, issue of the P.0.E.E. Journal. Supplies of 
this equipment for providing 12 carrier circuits have 
been received and tested. Installation and lining up 
in various districts, especially in Scotland, have taken 
place and the performance of the circuits on traffic 
has been reported as very satisfactory. 

In the Glasgow area, four circuits arc in opera­
tion, viz., Glasgow-Ohan, Glasgow-Fort '"lilliam, 
Glasgow-Lochgilphead, and Glasgow-Campbeltown. 
For 63 miles all the circuits are on the same pole 
route, whilst two circuits arc together for 98 miles. 
The cross-talk between circuits is commercially 
satisfactory in all cases, but to provide additional 
margin in this respect additional transpositions will 
be introduced. 

From Aberdeen, two carrier circuits are in opera­
tion to Inverness and one to Wick. In this case, 
satisfactory cross-talk was ensured by an adjustment 
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Wooden plugs have been replaced on 
the new design by metal inserts. 

Before the new design was finally standardized, 
Sir Giles Scott was invited to inspect two kiosks in­
corporating the modifications. In expressing his 
approval, Sir Giles stated that, in his opinion, those 
few alterations which had been introduced, made 
the appearance of the kiosks more suitable for a 
structure constructed in concrete. 

of levels. The Wick circuit has been especially 
appreciated by the subscribers and enables a very 
high grade of communication to be obtained from 
the Orkney Islands to London. It is understood 
that a favourite call for tourists on this route is from 
John O'Groats to Lands End. 

A circuit is also in use between Swansea and 
Aberystwyth. 

In all cases, the overall transmission has been 
made 3 db. Radio interference is almost completely 
absent whilst other line noise on the carrier circuit 
is generally, though not always, less than that on the 
associated physical circuit. This is quite satisfactory 
in view of the fact that the efficiency of the carrier 
circuit is everywhere better than that of the audio. 
The lines are 150 or 200 lb. copper, the longest length 
is 137 miles, and underground cable up to a total of 
3! miles occurs on some routes. The audio frequency 
attenuations of the physical circuits are between 8.5 
and 10.5 db. 



A Transmission Test Set for Sub­
scribers' Instruments, Local 
Lines, and Exchange Apparatus 

E. J. BARNES, A.C.G.I., A.M.l.E.E. 

and 

R. E. SWIFT, B.Sc., A.M.l.E.E. 

S
EVERAL attempts have been made in the 
past ten years to devise a means of testing 
the transmission efficiency of subscribers' 

instruments, including the transmitter, by a simple 
test capable of being made quickly by the mainten­
ance officer in conjunction with the telephone ex­
change test clerk. This article describes simple and 
inexpensive testing equipment with which sub­
scribi:,rs' apparatus, including the local line and 
transmitter, may be tested in a routine manner. 

The apparatus consists of three units, namely :­

(1) Noise Generator No. 1. 
(2) Oscillator No. BA. 
(3) Tester T.L. 1635. (If mounted on a test 

desk-a Panel Test A. T. 2635.) 
The Oscillator No. BA and the Tester T.L. 1635 

are portable units used for measuring the attenua­
tion in lines or apparatus at 300, 800 or 2,000 c.p.s. 
The Noise Generator No. 1 and a modified form of 
the Tester T.L. 1635 may be used for obtaining 
the overall efficiency of a subscriber's circuit, in­
cluding the transmitter, in terms of a standard cir­
cuit. A feature of both tests is that the results 
may be read on the meter of the Tester T.L. 1635 
directly in decibels. 

TESTING OF SUBSCRIBER'S INSTRUMENTS. 

Three methods of measuring the efficiency llf sub­
scribers' instruments have previously been tried and 
it is thought a brief outlini:, of the three methods will 
illustrate some of the difficulties that are met with. 

(a) The Artificial Cable Test. In this test, which 
was used in telephone 1:.xchanges soon after the in­
troduction of C. B. working, no quantitative 
measurements are made, but a listening test was 
made by an officer at the telephone exchange to a talk 
from a maintenance office at the subscriber's tele­
phone over a circuit consisting of the subscriber's 
line plus thirty miles of artificial cable. It will be 
realised that with this test the number of trans­
mitters described as faulty and changed will depend, 
amongst other factors, on the strength of the line.­
man's voice, the distance from the transmitter at 
which he speaks, the acuteness of hearing of the 
listener, and the amount of extraneous noise in the 
test room where the listener is located. 

(b) The Subscriber's Station efficiency Tester1 
An obvious step from the artificial cable test was to 
provide the listener with a measuring instrument 
and the talker with a standard transmitter for corn-

l " Routine Transmission Testing of Subscribers' Instruments 
at the Subscriber's Office." A. Hudson. P.O.E.E. 
Journal, Vol. 21. 

parison with the test transmitti:,r. Such an equip­
ment has been usl'.d at Willesden Exchange with 
useful results. This equipment, however, provided 
for the quantitative testing of receivers and for this 
purpose includc.d a high gain amplifier which in­
creased the cost out of proportion to the advantages 
obtained from the receiver test. 

(c) The Palmers Green Test Set. In this test set 
the reciver test was abandoned and a two-valve am­
plifier rectifier employed 10 conjunction with the tc.st 
desk voltmeter for comparing the output from a 
standard ttansmitter carried by the lineman and the 
subscriber's transmitter. It will be apparent that 
this method of testing relies for its accuracy on the 
judgment of the lineman in talking with equal 
volume into and at the same distance from both the 
standard and the tc.st transmitters. There is the 
additional manipulative difficulty of connecting the 
standard transmitter to the circuit. 

The introduction of the Noise Generator No. 1 bv 
the Research Section, Dallis Hill, and the con;­
mercial development of the sensitive copper oxide 
rectifier A. C. voltmeter enabled the present test set 
to be evolved. It surmounts the main difficulties 
present in previous test sets and makes possible for 
the first time the routine measurement of transmitter 
efficiencies in the field, with known maximum 
errors. 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS OF A SUITABLE TEST. 

It is now the practice in the Post Office to design 
each subscriber's plant and line so that the trans­
mission is up to a certain standard grade. The 
standard grade of transmission is that given by a 
�tandard Microtelephone No. 162 with a Bell Set 
No. 1, connected through a non-reactive line of 300 
ohms, to a standard 22-volt C.B. cord circuit.2 The 
distance of the average speaker from the transmitter 
mouthpiece has been assessed from actual measure­
ments. and as this distance is different in the cases 
of pedestal iand microtelephone type instruments, 
�his difference is allowed for when estimating the 
efficiency of any circuit in terms of the standard 
circuit. 

\i'l/hen the new basis of plant design has been in 
use for a sufficient period, we shall reach the condi­
tion where theoretically no subscriber's circuit, 
if the apparatus is in order, will have a worse 
efficiency than that of the standard circuit if the 
circuits were compared, by means of a speech test, 

2 " Modern Developments in Telephone Transmission over 
Lines." J. Stratton and \N. G. Luxton. A paper read 
before the London Centre of the I.P.O.E.E. on October 
10th, 1933. 

207 



with the talker speaking at constant volume, but at 
the correct average distance for the type of telephone. 
Any routine test of subscribers' circuits, therefore, 
should be capable of measuring its efliciency in terms 
of the standard circuit and of giving results in agree­
ment with speech tests. 

As a satisfactory test would be used by thousands 
of linemen any equipment to be used by them should 
be inexpensive,· stable, robust, light and not com­
plicated in operation. 

S'rANDARD No1sE ANO VOLTMETER TEST. 
It will be noted that the previous metho<ls of test 

described above have relied upon a lineman's judg­
ment in talking correctly into the transmitter under 
test. It is extremely difficult for a speaker, without 
much practice, to keep his voice constant during a 
test, and it has long been realized that a device 
emitting a suitable noise to replace speech is desir­
able both in acceptance and field tests of trans-

' mitters. The Telephone Instrument Tester" has 
-·been used now for some year:; for acceptance tests. 

and a noise generator suitable for use by linemen 
has been designed lo provide a constant source of 
sound for field tests. 

To provide the necessary measuring· equipment at 
the exchange, it was decided to use, if possible, an 

·. 0 - I volt metal rectifier instrument without any 
amplifier since this. type and range of meter was 
standardized for use with an attenuation measuring 
set for local lines. This instrument is described later 
in this article, and the use of a common meter will 
greatly facilitate the complete testing of equipment. 

NorsE GENERATOR No. I. 

!\ photograph of the noise generator is shown in 
Fi.g. · J. The overall dimensions ai·e 2 13/ 16" x 

2 13/16" x 2f' and the weight I lb. The apparatus 
is readily carried about and can be appliet=t to · the 
transmitter under test with one hand. 

l n principle the g·enerator consists of a light nickel 
silver· cone rigidly clamped round the edge. The 
apex .of the cone is fitted with a hard steel adjust­
able pip which is struck by a number of hard steel 
balls at irregularly spaced intervals. The balls are 
carried in slots in a wheel which is made to rotate 
by clockwork. The slots arc not quite ra<lial but 
are placed so .that the .balls which Ay out to the edge 
of the wheel under centrifugal force, have the mini­
mum restriction of movement on striking the cone; 
the wear on both the cone and the balls will hence 
be a minimum. The balls are spaced irregularly 
round the wheel, the pitch varying from 15° to 
26.5°; in this manner the sound radiated by the cone 
during· one revolution of the wheel consists of a 

varying fundamental frequency which, with the 
harmonies, covers the speech range. The wheel 
rotates at 300 revolutions per minute. 

The mechanism of the generator is endosed in a 
die-cast zinc alloy box from which it is insulated by 
rubber to prevent the mechanical transmission of 
vibration to the transmitter. The speed of the 

3 " Mechanical Testing of Transmitter and Receiver Effi­
ciencies." A. Hudson. P.O.E.E. journal, Vol..22. 
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FIG. 1.-NOISE GENERATOR No. I. 

wheel is kept constant by a governor similar to 
the one fitted in automatic dials. ·The wheel, which 
is set in motion by the depression of a button, rotates 
for· 8 seconds, giving ample time for the· test. 

The noise· generntor is intended to radiate sound, 
the intensity of which will remain constant during 
the life of. the apparatus. All noise generators will 
be adjusted before being put into ·service to give 
the same volume of sound output.. This . .adjustment 
is made by setting. the speed to 300· revolutions per 
i:ninute. and varying the distance of the cone . pip 
from the rotating ball wheel. The speed adjustment 
is facilitated by lhe use of a stroboscopic disc .de­
signed for use with a lamp on a 50-cycle per second 
supply. 

The moulded rubber guard on· the front. of the 
case is designed to place the generator in the correct 
position relative to the transmitters; .it is suitable 
for either the curved mouthpiece of the. Telephone 
No. 162 or the flat mouthpiece of the Transmitter 
No. 22, or Transmitter No. 1. 

Noise generators manufactured under mass pro­
duction conditions can 1-eadily be adjusted to give a 
maximum difference of plus or minus 0. 7 db in sound 
c,utput compared with a stand::ird. There is no 
adjustmei:t po�sible in regard to the natural frc.qu­
cncy of vibration of the cone; this, however is not 
of great importance provided that· d�partur�s· from 



the standard are within defined limits. Actually cones 
are selected to a standard before assembly, but it 
is inevitable that small differences between cones 
will occur. These differences will not affect the 
accuracy beyond the 0.7 db. mentioned above. 

DECIBELMETER NO. 1, TESTER T. L. 1635 AND PANEL 
TEST AT. 2635. 

The common meter used as a receiving end for 
both noise generator tests of the efficiency of trans­
mitters and for single frequency measurements of 
attenuation, is a 0 - 1 volt A. C. meter incorpor­
ating a copper oxide rectifier. The impedance of the 
meter is 2000 ohms at full scale deflection, but in­
creases as the deflection decreases. The meter has 
been designed by instrument manufacturers prim­
arily for this test and much research work has been 
done to provide an instrument with small tempera­
ture and frequency errors, with suitable damping and 
scale shape. The voltmeter measures the voltage 
across a non-reactive resistor of such a value that 
the impedance of the resistor-voltmeter com­
bination is 600 ohms at full scale deflection. The 
resistor is attached to the meter case and the 
combination called a Decibelmeter No. 1. The 
decibelmeter has two ranges 0 - 15 db. and 5 - 20 
db. ; each meter is calibrated individually in decibels 
by inserting known losses between an oscillator and 
the meter in order to allow for the change of im­
pedance of the meter. 

The decibelmeter, with a condenser and inductor, 
is mounted as a portable unit called a Tester 
T.L. 1635, for making single frequency tests in con­
junction with an Oscillator 8A. For noise gener­
ator tests the decibelmeter is associated with a 
transmission bridge; the combination is mounted on 
a test desk and is called a Panel Test A. T. 2635. By 
means of a key, this test desk equipment may be 
made identical with a Tester T.L. 1635 and use�! for 
the same purpose. 

THE MINIMUM PERMISSIBLE NOISE VOLTAGE AT THE 
EXCHANGE. 

In deciding the minimum permissible A.C. voltage 
at the exchange which should be produced by any 
type of transmitter when excited by a noise generator, 
the following considerations require attention. 

The magnitude of the sound pressure on the 

transmitter diaphragm is important since the rela­
tive efficiency of two circuits will vary, depending on 
the volume of the .sound used for testing; this effect 
will be particularly noticeable when one of the cir­
cuits is working C. B. and the other L.B. In order 
to be able to use a 0 - 1 volt instrument to 
measure the A. C. power at the exchange the 
;olume of sound from the noise generator has been 
mcreased to a level of about 10 decibels above the 
level used by the average subscriber when making 
a trunk call; it is· also at least 10 decibels above the 
volume used when making speech tests in the 
laboratory. It follows, therefore, that two circuits 
which have apparently the same efficiency when 
tested by speech may have different efficiencies when 
the noise generator test is applied. These differ-
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ences are modified, however, because in practice a 
speaker talks at different distances from microtele­
r·hones and from transmitters of the pedestal type 
such as transmitters No. 22, and the noise generator 
is used at a common distance for transmitters of all 
types. It is impossible therefore to state a single 
figure for the minimum A. C. voltage that should 
be obtained at the exchange with a noise generator 
test of this type in order that all circuits should not 
be worse than the efficiency of the standard circuit 
when measured by means of a speech test. The differ­
ences, however, can readily be allowed for and a 
suitable value found for the minimum received volt­
age for each condition. 

Tests have shown that an individual noise 
generator test of efficiency may be plus or minus 
two decibels different from the true speech efficiency 
so that in order to avoid the rejection of trans­
mitters which are between 0 and 2 db. better than 
standard, it is necessary to allow a tolerance of 
2 db. in practice. This means that transmitters 
which are on the maximum length of line allowed 
will be rejected if they are 2 db. worse than standard 
and may be rejected if they have an efficiency be­
tween 0 and 2 db. worse than standard. 

vVhen considering the case of L.B. instruments 
there is the complication of the transmitter battery. 
If the test were carried out when the batteries were 
in good condition, a· circuit might pass the test, but 
the efficiency might fall below that of the standard 
circuit as the voltage of the battery falls to the 
limiting condition. It is necessary to ensure that 
the test is carried out when the batteries are in an 
average condition; and if the cells are renewed 
immediately prior to a transmission test the voltage 
of the battery is reduced during the test to that of 
the average battery by means of a shunt resistor. 
On long C. B. lines where L.B. instruments are fitted, 
the plant is designed to give standard transmission 
when the cells have the minimum permissible volt­
age of 1 volt per cell. With L.B. instruments in 

L.B. areas, the transmission efficiency is permitted 
to fall 2 db. below that bf the standard circuit as 
the voltage 1of ·the cells drops from that of the 
average battery ( 1.2 volts per cell) to the limiting 
condition of 1.0 volt per cell. 

These factors have been taken inlo account in 
preparing the table of rejection figures shown it! F.ig. 
2 for use at Avenue Exchange where transm1ss10n 
tests are now in progress. 

METHOD OF MAKING TRANSMISSION TESTS. 

The test desk equipment necessary for transmis­
sion tests is a Panel Test A. T. 2635, a circuit diagram 
of which is shown in Fig. 3. The equipment con­
sists of a Decibelmeter No. 1 connected to a 
transmission bridge, consisting of a two-winding 
inductor and a 1 µF condenser. The exchange 
battery is applie� through a resistor to th� win�­
ings of the coil; the value of the . resistor ts 
adjusted for each type of exchange to give the .sa111;e 
line current as the normal exchange cord c1rcmt 
connected to a subscriber's line. The attenuation 
of the transmission bridge is 0.8 db. at 800 cycles 
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Type of 
Type of Telephone. Circuit. 

Instruments fitted with 
Transmitters No. 1. 

C.13. Instruments with Trans-
milters No. 22, or 
H.M.T. Inst1·uments 

fitted with Insets No. 
10. ... .. . ... 

Instruments fitted with 
Transmitters No. 2. 

L.B. Instruments with Trans-
milters No. 22, or 
H.M.T. Instruments 

fitted with Insets No. 
10. ... ... .. . 

P.B.X. Instruments fitted with 
Operator's Transmitters B.P. No. 

Circuit SA. ... ... ... 
(using 

operator's Telephones No. 184 . ... 
induction 

coil). 

Bell 
Set 
No. 

1 

21 

---
-

Max. Read-
ing on 
Drcibel 
Meter. 

5 

8 

9 

12 

--

10 

8 

per second and so compares with the loss in the 
average cord circuit. The operation of a· key con­
nects the apparatus to one of two test cords ; a 
second key changes the range of the me.ter and a 
third key disconnects the exchange battery,_ short­
circuits the 1 p.F condenser and prepares the equip­
n;ent for use with an Oscillator No. BA for making 
�mgle frequency measurements. 

To carry out a transmission test, the subscriber's 
instrument is connected via the local line and the 
test cord to the test panel. The lineman applies 
the noise generator to the transmitter and the test 
clerk determines whether the 1·eading on the decibel­
meter is above or below the appropriate maximum 
permissible reading for that type of instrument; if 
the reading is above, then the transmission is un­
satisfactory and faulty apparatus must be sought. 

Proposed method of testing where the parent ex-
change is not equipped with a test desk. 

FIG. 2.-REJECTION FIGURES PREPARED FOR TRIAL AT 
A VENUE EXCHANGE. 

Where normal testing is done over junctions from 
a central exchange, the junctions are arranged to 
give a loop without intervening transmission 
bridges between the central exchange and t11e sub­
scriber. In these cases the total resistance of the 
line between the subscriber's apparatus and the 
central exchange may be 1400 ohms. The high 
transmission loss. of such a circuit, where _the trans­
mitter feeding current is received from the central 
exchange,· makes a_ transmissi.on test with noise 
generator and <lecibelmeter impracticable. 
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2. When the pone/ Te.sf- RT.:2685 ,; fii+ed, 
/'he e x,-s!-r'"n9 Spkg. 1Csl- Jley £. ossocial-cd 
apparah.J5 should be removed A the 
.speak1h9 ed. re-est-abltShed 
3. The re..,1$1-ance:s sho'wn are 

1'ncorpora/-ed 1"n J-he decibel rnlife.r-� 

FIG. 3. TRANSMISSION TEST PANEL A.T.2635, SHOWING TYPICAL MODIFICATIONS TO TEST CORD CIRCUITS,· ·:i· 
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Alternative circuit arrangements which may be 
used are: 

( 1) Extend the subscriber's circuit by an 
ordinary junction to the central exchange. 

(2) Provide facilities for switching a transmis­
sion bridge into the test distributor . junc­
tion at the local exchange; the switching 
to be controlled at the central exchange. 

Tests of the relative disadvantages of these two 
plans are in progress. 

Proposed methods of measuring transmitte·r effici­
encies at remote stations. 

There are a large number of subscribers, estimated 
at 200,000, served by about 4,800 exchanges where 
it is economicaly undesirable and in many cases 
technically impracticable to install decibelmeters for 
the purpose of making transmission tests from sub­
scribers' premises. 

Alternative methods of test are : 
(1) Provide the lineman with a measuring in­

strument, a Tester T.L. 1635 may be suit­
able, and measure the output from the sub­
scriber's instrument at the instrument ter­
minals. 

(2) Extend the subscriber's circuit over a junc­
tion of known attenuation to the nearest 
exchange with transmission testing equip­
ment. 

Tests are in progress to determine the most suit­
able form of test. 

OSCILLATOR No.BA 
_INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE . 

BATTERY SUPPLY. THE OSCILL .. TOR WILL WORK FROM 
ANY- EXCHANGE BJ.!TERY.-SUPPLY BET WEEN_ 221lAND 80Y. 

_ JF _E)<;CH�G_E_ QA_TTE_RY VOLTAGE IS L_E�S_ �N 25� _ 
HOWEVER, BRING H.T. VOLTA�E UP TO 2Sv.APPROX.BYREMCMNG 
STRAP ANO INSERTING ONE OR MORE CELLS LEC. OS, 6 
BETWEEN EXTRA H.! TERMINALS. 

IF AN EXCHANGE BATTERY IS NOT READILY ACCESSIBL'E 
THE OSCILLATOR CAN BE WORKED FROM TWO CELLS LEC. 
OS.I OR DR.2 CONNECTED TO -EXCH. BAT't TERM1NALS AND 
2�V (CELLS lEC.DS.B.)CONNECTED TO EXTRA H.T. TERMINALS. 

1Ji£- flLt\MEN.T ClJRRENT· SHO_i.ILD BE A�USTED_ TO_ 200 MA 
WARNING. BEFORE CONNECTING BATTERY LEADS TO EXCH. 
BATT." TERMINALS. SEE THAT .FIL RESISTANCE CONTROL IS IN 

_ Qff POSITION .AND LINK'A'(SE£DIAG�IS IN SOCKET CORRES­
- - - PONDING TO VOLTAGE OF EXCHANGE BATTERY IN· USE. 

FREQUENCY. THE "RSTING FREQUENCIES SHOULD BE USED 
AS FOLLOWS:- 300 RP.S:fOR GENER�L TELEPRINTER TESTING 

800 -" _ ., _ TELEPHONE 
2000 n " TEST Of"QUALITv''oF TELEPHONE 

-5PEECH, 
. - .. 

TO MAKE TEST. CONNECT ONE END OF LINE OR Al'P�nJs . •  
- :To OSCILLATOR .b!lit. T-ERMINA(S. . 

. CONNE<;T OTHER END Of LINE OR APPARATUS TO TESTER 
T.LJS3� U!i& TERMIN�L�: . . . --� .-- - - . . 
SET- C--HANGE�OVER-KE'i- -TO -DESIRED. FREQUENCY. 
WHEN MEASURING LOSSES OVER 2DBS.(£.G.JUNCTION ccni) 
AO.JU.Sr- oureut-CONTROL UNTIL THE "OSCILLATOR 
VOl.TMETER N_EEDLE IS ON RED LIN�. - - . 

· - - WHERE ·5MALi... LOssES i.iNDER 2o-Bs. ( E-.G.TRANSM1s510N - -
- . BRIDGfs)-ARE T-0 at- MEASURED� nu; ZERO: OF .T.EST"..ER . 
. T.LJG35. DECIBEL �ETER SHOUi..D BE CHECKED IMMED-
, IATELY BEFoRE TEST IS-MADE; BY CO�ECTING TESTER­

i:L:1e3� Dl_RECT\.Y To THE· OSCILLATOR J.lli§. TERMINALS 
AND DETERMINING r0R TJ.tE �P PROPRIAtE:-FREQUENCY THE 
OUTPUT VOL.TAGE REQUlRED fO BRING THE POINTER TO 
ZERO ON TESTER T,L.1835 DECIBEL.... METER. THIS OUTPUT 
SHOULD BE USED DURING THE PARTICULAR SERIES OF 
TESTS CONCERNED. 
OB. LOSSES IN LINE OR APPARATUS ARE READ DIRECTL.Y 
ON TESTER T0L.I 1535 DECIBEL METER 

MEASUREMENT OF ATTENUATION IN LINES AND 
APPARATUS. 

In 1925 a junction test set was designed in the 
Research Section for measuring losses in lines up 
to 20 standard miles. The sending end consisted of 
a single valve oscillator giving a testing current at 
800 cycles per second; the receiving end was a two­
valve amplifier rectifier. The test set had the dis­
advantages of requiring an individual battery to 
supply the anode current and a calibration chart to 
show the relation between the meter reading and 
the loss in standard miles. 

Portable, direct reading equipment, consisting of 
an Oscillator No. BA and a Tester T.L. 1635, has 
been designed to measure attenuations up to 20 deci­
bels. The circuit diagram of the new set is shown 
in Fig. 4 and a photograph of the apparatus in 
Fig. 5. 

The oscillator has a single valve and is designed 
to work from any exchange battery from 25 volts 
to 60 volts. When a 22-volt battery only is avail­
able two or three additional dry cells may be used 
to enable sufficient output to be obtained. Three 
frequencies are available, namely, 300, 800 and 
2000 cycles per second correct under a 11 working 
conditions within plus or minus 10%. Any one of 
these frequencies can be selected by throwing a key. 
The voltage output from the oscillator is measured 
by means of' a 0 6 volt metal rectifier voltmeter. 

The oscillator is designed to give at least 3.6 

& TESTER TLi63s. 

NOTE:- RESISTANCE VAWES SHOWN ARE 
APPROX..ONLY-AND WIL.L VARY�·_ 

TELE. 

r0R EACH lNDIVIDUAL·INSTRUMENT, _ 
THE RESISTANCES ARE PART OF DB.METER· 

APPARA1'US 
UNDER 
TEST 

HOLDING COILS. FOR TESTING"A' CORD CIRCUITS £TC.THE 
HOLDING COIL LINK SHOULD BE INSERTED. TESTER T.L.1635. 
WHEN TESTING JUNCTION CIRCUfTS E T C. THE LINK 
SHOULD BE REMOVED. 

Fm. 4.-0scrLLATOR No. BA AND TESTER T.L.1635. 
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FIG. 5.-0SCILLllTOR ANC' TBSTJ!R. 

volts across a non-reactive output load of 800 ohms, 
of which 600 ohms is included in the oscillator in 
series with the output, so that at least 3. 6 volts is 
measured on the meter with an external load of 200 
ohms. 

If the tester T.L. 1635 is connected lo the oscil­
lator with intervening apparatus giving a loss of 
5 db. when terminated with 600 ohms, the deci­
belmeter registers 1 volt (full scale deflection) when 
the oscillator is adjusted to 3.56 volts. This gives 
a voltage of 1. 78 volts on the line terminals of the 
oscillator, which is 5 db. above the 1 volt required 
to give full scale on the decibelmeter of the receiving 
end. The testing power of 1 milliwatt used for 

repeatered lines would not give sufl1cient power 
through 20 db. to operate the most sensitive rectifier 
voltmeter satisfactorily. 

Both the oscillator and the tester T. L. 1635 are 
provided with inductors which have negligible 
I\. C. loss but provide low D. C. resistance termina­
tions where it is necessary, as in exchange cord cir­
cuits-, to make measurements with large direct 
current in the apparatus under test in order to 
obtain the worst conditions which occur in practice. 
The inductors may be used also to provide a 
means of applying the exchange battery to the appa-
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ratus under test where this is necessary to operate 
the apparatus. 

The Panel Test A.T. 2635 used by the test clerk 
for noise generator tests may also be used in conjunc­
tion with the oscillator for making tests over lines 
and apparatus. at 300, 800 or 2000 cycles per second. 
This should prove a most convenient and useful 
method of testing. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

The apparatus described above provides an accu­
rate and inexpensive means of analysing the losses 
in subsc1·ibers' apparatus, local lines and unre­
peaterecl junctions. A measurement of the attenua­
tion of a circuit, particularly at a number of fre­
quencies often provides the quickest means. of locat­
ing an obscure fault. This test set which enables· 
apparatus to be so tested in a routine manner should 
prove of great value in the maintenance of telephone 
exchange apparatus and line plant. The noise 
generator test of subscribers' lines plus apparatus, 
whilst being inevitably subject to certain errors, 
should provide a valuable means of checking the 
efficiency of such circuits and provide a quick test 
in cases of transmission complaints. 



A Precision Heterodyne Oscillator L. E. RYALL, Ph.D.(Eng.), A.M.l.E.E. 

ABSTRACT. 

D 
�Sl

_
GN details and the performance character-

1st1cs of a heterodyne oscillator with a 
frequency range from 0 to 15,500 c.p. s., which 

has been developed by the Post Office Engineering 
Research Section in conjunction with Messrs. H. 
W. Sullivan Ltd., are given. The remarkable fre­
quency stability and calibration accuracy ensure that 
the frequen:y error is Jess than 0.2% ± l c.p.s. 
The scale 1s truly logarthmic from 100 c.p.s. to 
12,000 c.p.s. and the output voltage is constant to 
within ± 0.1 db. from 20 c.p.s. to 12,000 c.p.s. 
The wave form is particularly good with measured 
h.armonic contents of less than 0.3% of the total 
signal voltage. 

About three years ago the experience of the 
De�artrnent with t�e types of commercial heterodyne 
osc11lat?rs then av�rlable led to a decision being made 
that 

.
this form of signal generator was unsuitable for 

use 111 te.lepho1�� repeater stations owing to fre­
quency 1nstab1hty and to the poor calibration 
accuracy obtained. It was felt, however, that, in view 
�f t�e other ad;antages which the direct reading, 
cont111uou�ly-v?nable frequency heterodyne oscillator 
has over rt� rivals, an attempt should be made to 
produce an instrument as perfect in all respects as it 
';as commercially possible to make. The co-opera­
tion. of Mr. W. H. F. Griffiths, of Messrs. H. �r. 
Sullivan !;tcl., in the design of 1he components of the 
H.F. oscillators w�s obtained, and it is largely 
due to the sta�l e  mductance coils and condensers 
developed especially for this oscillator that the fre­
que.ncy accuracy has been achieved. The complete 
oscillator ma?e to the Post Office design by Messrs. 
H. W. Sullivan Ltd. has now been adopted for 
general repeater station use. 

PRINCIPLE OF THE HETERODYNE OSCILLATOR. 

Any form of heterodyne oscillator, such as shown 
diagrammatically in Fig. I, consists of two high-

OJCIUATOR 

1'1 

OJCILL.AfOR 
,, 

FtG. 1.-P111NCIPLB 01' TllB HETKRODYNll Osc11.1..1T011 

(SCHEMATIC). 

frequency oscillators having a fixed frequency F L and 
a variable frequency F2 respectively. The frequency 
F 2 is changed by means of a variable air condenser 
calibrated direct in beat frequency, F, - F2• The 
two high frequency signals are rectified and a signal 

of frequency F1 - F2 is produced, which after suit­
able amplification passes to the output. If a pure 
beat note signal is required, one at least of the high 
frequency signals must be free from harmonic, and 
a band-pass filter (B.P.F.) should precede the signal 
rectifier. A low-pass filter (L.P.F.) should also 
follow the rectifier to prevent signals of the fre­
quencies F1 and F2 from passing to the output. 

The requirements of a good heterodyne oscillator 
are:-

(1) A frequency range covering the audio-
frequency spectrum. 

(2) A high accuracy of frequency calibration. 
(3) Very good frequency stability. 
(4) A pure output signal voltage free from har­

monics and extraneous signals. 
(5) A constant output voltage over the frequency 

range. 

0 

FIG. 2.-THB RYALL-SULLIVAN HBTllRODYNE 
OSCILLATOR-FRONT VIBW. 
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(6) A scale beat frequency obeying some 
definite law, e.g., a logarithmic scale of beat 
frequency. 

(7) For repeater station work, it is desirable that 
the output impedance should be constant over 
the frequency range. 

The success with which these requirements have 
been met can best be judged by the following sum­
marized performance characteristics of the final 
oscillator, shown in Figs. 2 and 3 :-

(1) Frequency range 0 to 15,500 c.p.s. 
(2) Scale - 0.2% accuracy ± 1 c.p.s. 
(3) Stability from immediately upon switching 6n 

- ± 1 c.p.s. per day completely unaffected 
by normal temperature changes. 

( 4) Harmonic content Jess than 0.3%. 
(5) Constant output voltage from 20 c.p�s. to 

12,000 c. p.s. to less than ± 0.1 decibel. 
(6) i\ perfectly logarithmic scale of beat frequency 

from 100 c:p.s. to 12,000 c.p.s. Below 100 

H.F. 

AMPLIFIER. 

c.p.s. and above 12,000 c.p.s., the scale is 
linear. 

(7) Output impedance of 600 ohms, very nearly 
non-reactive and output balanced with regard 
to earth potential for repeater station work. 

(8) The oscillator gives a pure output up to 0.2 
watts with 130 V. H.T. supply or up to 2 
watts with 350 V. H.T. supply, and can be 
made mains or battery operated. 

OSCILLATOR DIMENSIONS, SUPPLY VOLTAGE, AND 
CIRCUIT. 

The oscillator is designed for standard rack 
mounting; It is 35 inches high, 19 inches wide� and 
projects 4t inches in front of, and St inches behind, 
the rack. 

The oscillator is normally supplied for _6peratioii 
from batteries standardized for· telephone repe�iter 
station use. 

· · 

Filament voltage :-19 /22 volts, (2 amps). 

L.F. 
AMPLIFIER. 

VARIABLE 
AIR 

CONDENSER. 

,. ' 

v1 
SCREENED 

INDUCTANCE COILS. 

FIG. 3.-Tim RYALi.-SiJLLIVAN I-IRTRRODVNF. OSCILLATOR-REAR Vrnw W!TM COVERS l!EMOVED. 
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Anode voltage :-130/150 volts., (50/60 mA). 
The output is then limited to about 250 milliwatts. 
With an anode supply of 350 volts, an output 

power of 2 watts can be obtained. 
A mains supply panel for A.C. mains has been 

designed to supply the necessary anode and filament 
voltages. The panel is 19 inches wide and 15! inches 
hig'i. 

The simplified diagram of the oscillator is shown 
in Fig. 4. :pynatron oscillators are employed and 

10 times that required of the final calibration, since 
other factors will also influence the final beat fre­
quency calibration. In order to obtain a frequency 
permanence over a period of years of the order of 
0.01 per cent., dynatron oscillators incorporating 
the highest grade components in the oscillatory 
circuits are used. The coils used are Sullivan­
Griffiths temperature compensated inductances of a 
small size developed especially for this oscillator. 
The inductances must be efficiently screened both 

their outputs · are applied via . i 
pot�ntiometers R1 and Rz to a ,.. 

.................................................... ,, ............................................................ ., 

ffi l � common two - stage amp 1 er � 
.

........ , r··
·
-----� 

(valves V3 and V4) and then .,_ : l;.C� ' � 

�����:��;���:����-fil��r+��ij rr����cilL 
� �� i FIXED Ri R2 VARIABLE � � � 

•...
••.• 

r.1_�� .. h ........ �........... ..
F�EQUENCY FREQUENCY '"""*"""""""��r-·2····--· 

...... _ J HETERODYNING OSCILLATORS ... - --

FIG. 4.-SIMPLIFIED CIRCUIT DIAGRAM. 

anode circuit. The final output stage consists of a 
higp-power valve V 7 feeding the balanced output 
transformer. A device for compensating for the 
amount of harmonic produced in the amplifier is 
incorporated in this output stage, and also means for 
controlling the output impedance. 

FREQUENCY STABILITY AND CALIBRATION ACCURACY. 

Probably the most striking features of the oscil­
lator are the frequency stability and the scale 
accuracy, and so a few remarks on the factors 
influencing these features will not be out of place. 

from one another and from external interference, but 
the screening must not unduly increase the coil 
losses, since the instability of oscillation is pro­
portional to the square of the coil decrement. Since 
there is a commercial limit to the size of the screen­
ing box, it was necessary to design a special type of 
multi-layer temperature coefficientless inductance 
coil for the purpose. The condensers in the oscil­
latory circuits are temperature coefficientless fixed 
mica condensers and first grade air condensers. 
Long period stability of F 1 will be affected by valve 

(a.) A change in the frequency calibration will 
occur due to the fundamental frequency F 1 of the 
fixed frequency oscillator changing. It can be shown 
that the change of beat frequency f is proportional 
to the cube of the oscillator frequency F, so that it 
is very important that the permanence of F 1 over a 
long period should be as high as possible-at least . 

1 replacement unless the capacity differences of the 
electrode system associated with the oscillatory circuit 
are negligible. Screen grid valves have a small 
anode to screen grid capacity, and with the type of 
screen grid valve used, i.e., Mullard S4 VB, the 
capacity only varies very slightly from valve to valve 
due to the flat plate anodes, and the construction of 
the valve. · When the calibration of the oscillator is 
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initially made, a screen grid valve having a mean 
capacity is employed. 

(b) A change in the capacity calibration of the 
variable condenser will affect the calibration 
accuracy. Since the beat frequency f is small com­
pared with the main oscillation frequency F" it can 
be shown that changes of the variable capacity C 
produce proportional changes in /. It is extremely 
difficult to produce a logarithmic scale condenser 
having a high degree of permanence, particularly at 
the high frequencies where the capacity is large. A 
permanence of about 0.1 per cent. for a period of 
five years has been obtained, but it is essential that 
the condenser should be mounted with its spindle 
vertical to retain this calibration accuracy. 

(c) Frequency instability occurs due to drift of 
the beat frequency. If the two frequencies F 1 and F 2 

change relative to one another, except due to a 
change of the variable condenser, a corresponding 
error in the beat frequency f results. Any changes 
occurring in the frequencies F 1 and F 2 should there­
fore be similar and the oscillating circuits should be 
as nearly as possible identical. The inductance coils 
and fixed tuning condensers are matched with regard 
to temperature coefficient to within 0.00025 and 
0.0003 per cent. per degree Centigrade, and are 
surrounded by simila1· substantially made copper 
screening boxes. 

(d) Changes of supply voltages affects the oscil­
lation frequency. The decrement of the oscillatory 
circuits must be low, otherwise the frequency F, will 
be affected by supply voltage changes, which would 

also probably cause a frequency drift due to unequal 
changes of F 1 and F 2• 

SELECTION OF OSCILLATION FREQUENCIES FI AND F 2' 

The selection of these frequencies to give a beat 
frequency range up to 15 kc.p.s. is largely deter­
mined by the magnitude of the capacities necessary 
in the associated oscillatory circuits. Using 1,000 
micro-henry inductance coils the tuning capacity i·s 
approximately 2,550 micro-micro-farads at 100 
kc.p.s., increasing lo 3,550 micro-micro-farads at 
85 kc.p.s. This increase of 1000 micro-micro-farads 
is obtained with the variable air condenser controlling 
the beat frequency. Any 1·eduction in these fre­
quencies will necessitate larger tuning inductances 
and a considerably larger incremental capacity of the 
variable air condenser, which is difficult to obtain if 
the condenser calibration is to have a logarithmic 
frequency scale. On the other hand, increases in the 
heterodyne frequencies are also undesirable, as a 
greater degree of accuracy is required in maintaining 
these frequencies to give the same accuracy of beat· 
frequency. 

A special form of variable condenser has been 
developed by Mr. Vl. H. F. Griffiths, of H. VI/. 
Sullivan Ltd., to give a logarithmic Jaw of beat 
frequency, and stilJ retain the robustness that is 
necessary for the permanence of the calibration. A 
logarithmic law is usuaJly associated with exag­
gerated plate shapes, occupying a large space and 
producing instability. Mr. Griffiths has ortained 
the desired law by varying the number of plates 
engaged in addition to shaping them. Fig. 5 shows 

FIG. 5.-LOGARITHMIC LAW VARIADLll AIR CONDllNSER AND TBMPllRATURB COMPllNSATED. 

INDUCTANCE COIL. 

216 



the variable condenser1 of robust design that is incor­
porated in the· oscillator, and the temperature com­
pensated inductance coil. 

The scale is shown diagrammatically in Fig. 6. 
It will be observed that the total angular movement 
is 230 degrees and the scale is linear up to 100 c.p.s. 
and logarithmic from 100 to 12,000 c.p.s. 

0 

the kathode. The negative control grid voltage is 
increased until it is just below the value required to 
give maximum oscillation. The variable frequency 
oscillator is adjusted when the frequency is 88 kc.; 
i.e., with the beat note condenser set at 12,000 c.p.s. 
The setting of the control grid voltage can be deter­
mined by noting the change in the rectifier anode 

1000 

0 
0 
0 
0 

FIG. 6.-FREQUENCY SCALE OF RYALL-SULLIVAN HETERODYNE OSCILLATOR. 

METHOD 01' CONTROLLING THE OSCILLATING VALVES. 

The valves used are Mullard screen grid, indirectly 
heated, type S4 VB. They are mounted just outside 
the coil screening boxes. The anode and screened 
grid voltages are obtained from potentiometer resist­
ances connected across the H.T. supply. The volt­
ages are approximately 35 and 80 respectively when 
the H.T. voltage is 130 volts. Separate potentio­
meters are used for each valve to prevent coupling 
between the two oscillators. The control grid volt­
age is obtained from variable potentiometers and can 
be varied between 0 and - 4 volts with respect to 

1 Further details of the condenser design and a fuller descrip­
tion of the factors influencing the frequency accuracy and 
stability are given in two articles by Mr. W. H. F. 
Griffiths, " Precision Heterodyne Oscillators, 11 Tlze Wire­
less Engineer, May, 1934, and "Wide Range Variable 
Condenser for Special Laws, 11 Tl1e Wireless Engineer, 
August, 1934. 

current when only the oscillator under test applies a 
signal to the rectifier valve. 

The oscillating condition used is determined, not 
by frequency stability, but by output voltage stability. 
For a maximum frequency stability the negative 
resistance of the valve should be made only slightly 
less than the dynamic impedance of the oscillatory 
circuit. The amplitude of the oscillation will then 
vary considerably with the generated frequency and 
with supply voltage changes. To obtain a constant 
output at all values of the beat frequency, irrespective 
of slight changes in the supply voltage, is considered 
of greater importance than the maximum stability, 
provided that the stability otherwise obtained is in 
excess of normal requirements. 

The effect of 5 per cent. supply voltage variations 
is to change the beat frequency approximately 0.15 
c.p.s. when the common heater and grid bias battery 
changes, and less than 0.1 c. p.s. in the case of the 
supply to the anode and screened grid. 
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" PULL-IN, " FREQUENCY STABILITY AND CALIBRATION 
ACCURACY OBTAINED. 

The oscillators are effectively screene� fro� one 
another and there is practically no �ouplmg via �he 
coupling coils which have � mutual. 111du�;ance �v1t�� 
the main coil of about 3 m1crohennes. Pul�-111 
between the two oscillators does not occur until the 
beat frequency is reduced below 0.2 c.p.s. � " z�ro 
beat " method of scale setting is employed 111 wh1�h 
the " zero beat " is recorded on a milliamr.ieter tn_ 
the anode circuit of the detector valve. 

The stability is such that the frequency does not 
vary more than 1 c.p.s. over long p�riods of .days 
and the change is less than 0.2 c.p.s. 111 a 15-mi�ute 
period. Furthermore, the beat f�eqi:ency o�ta11_ied 
when oscillations commence after 1111t1ally sw1tchmg 
on the oscillator supplies, is within 1 c.p.s. of t�e 
normal value. Hence there is no time wasted tn 

waiting for the oscillations to settle down before 
using the instrument. . The maximum calibration error after a penod of 
years from all cause.s is o.�5 yer cent:2 

A difficulty arose m obtam111g a satisfactory scale 
that could be set so that full use of the calibration 
accuracy could be made. It has already been poi.nted 
out that in order to retain the permanence of calibra­
tion the condenser must be mounted with the spindle 
vertical. The scale is consequently horizontal. The 
scale radius of 11 ems. is the maximum consistent 
with normal pressure on the edge of the milled 
circular scale, having no effect on the condenser 
calibration. With the special design of the con­
denser plates, the angular movement is

0 
extended 

over 230° instead of the more usual 170 g1v111g a 
correspondingly more open scale, having a total 
length of 43.5 ems. The scale itself is finely 
engraved on bakelite and is initially calibrated at 
60 cardinal points against a frequency standard. 

The linear portions of the scale between 0 - 100 
c.p.s. and 12,000 to 15,500 c.p.s. occupy lengths of 
7.25 ems. and 3 ems. respectively, whilst the length 
of any octave between 100 c.p.s. and 12,000 c.p.s. is 
4.8 ems., which represents 0.14 mm. change of scale 
length for a 0.2 per cent. frequency change. The 
engraved calibration lines are 0.1 mm. thick and it 
is possible to obtain alignment of the scale and the 
index at any calibration point to within .025 mm. or 
i of the line width. This represents a scale setting 
accuracy having a maximum error of 0.06 per cent. 
Between calibrated points the error would be about 
doubled. At a recent meeting of the Institution of 
Post Office Electrical Engineers in London, the 
stability and scale setting accuracy of the oscillator 
were demonstrated during the course of the lecture 
by first switching on the oscillator some hours after 
setting it up and observing the '' zero '' beat, and 
then without adjustment setting- the oscillator scale 
to 1,000 c. p.s. and comparing- the note with that of a 
1,000 c.p.s. frequency standard. In each case the 
beat frequency was well below one cycle per second. 

2 " Precision Heterodyne Oscillators." vV. H. F. Griffiths. 
The Wireless Engineer, May, 1934, 
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PURITY oF OuTPUT-SbuR.::Es1 oF_ Possrnui Dis'roR­
TION AND THEIR CORRECTION. 

" p ll . " " p" 11 ' ' ' (a) Distortion due to u -111. u �m
. between the two heterodyne oscillators will result m 

distorted wave form at frequencies considerably 
above the " puli-in " frequency, so _t_h_at - to obtain 
sinusoidal beat frequency signals at very low fre­
quencies the " pull-in " frequency must be ex�eed­
ingly low. It will be seen in Fig .. 4 that th.ere 1s .no 
direct coupling between the two pick up coils wh1.ch 
are connected across· separate 1,000-ohm potentio­
meters. The variable potentiometer tappings are 
connected in series in the grid circuit of an amplifying 
valve. The potentiometer connected to the variable 
frequency oscillator coil supplies the main high 
frequency signal; the potentiometer connected to the 
fixed frequency oscillator coil supplies the hetero­
dyning signal, and this potentiometer controls the 
beat frequency output. " Pull-in " between the two 
oscillators does not occur until the beat frequency 
between them is less than 0.2 c.p.s. Fig. 7 shows 

1--�. 
FIG. 7.-0SCILLATOR vVAVE FoRM-2 C.P.S. 

the oscillator wave form at 2 c.p. s., and it appears 
sinusoidal. 

(b) Distortion due to impure high f-req11e11cy 
signals. An impure wave form of the high frequency 
signal when rectified will cause harmonics of the 
beat frequency to be produced. After two stages of 
amplification, the combined H.F. signals are passed 
through a single-section band-pass filter shown in 
Fig. 4. The shunt arms primarily have a resonant 
frequency of 95 kc., but an additional variable. con­
denser is connected across the terminating impedance 
to provide high frequency equalization of the beat 
frequency signal. The series arm consists of a 5 mH 
dust-core coil designed to resonate by virtue of its self-capacity at approximately 200 kc. 

(c) Distortion in the -rectifier. Anode bend rectifi• cation is used with a steady grid bias voltage of 8.5 volts applied to the rectifier valve, V5, (P. 0. type V.T. 82). The magnitude of the H.F. signal voltage {before heterodyning) applied to the grid is readily deduced from the increase of anode current it pro­duces in the detector valve. Using valves of the same type, the applied signal voltage does not -vary more than 10 per cent. \vhen the corresponding equal increases in anode current are obtained. Grid leak rectification was also tried, but under the best con­ditions the harmonic produced for a given_ output_ is approximately 10 decibels above that ob�ai_ned with anode bend rectification. The low freq�ency ·amplifier following the rectifier is such that 100 m ViT output 
is obtained with about 0. 75 volt of the fixed frequency 
signal imposed on a variable frequency _sig-nal of 3.0 
volts in the grid circuit of the rectifier valve. · 



(d) L.F. Amplifier distortion. Additional distor­
tion will occur in the L.F. first stage amplifying 
valve, but by using an anode feed resistance of 
50,000 ohms (equal to 10 times the normal valve 
impedance) and by reducing the grid bias votage to 
a minimum, consistent with the absence of grid 
current at full output, this distortion is kept very 
small. 

(e) Distortion in the output stage. The output 
stage can also produce considerable distortion. The 
valve distortion is kept small by using an LS6A type 
of valve capable of handling large powers. The 
output transformer is choke capacity coupled to the 
output valve so that no D.C. passes through the out­
put transformer windings. The output transformer 
has a mumetal core. The inductance of the output 
(600-ohm) winding is ·about 15 henries and the leak­
age inductance is about 3.7 millihenries. The 
importance of this low leakage inductance is dis­
cussed later. The effect of the transformer .distor­
tion is not serious until the frequency fall� below 
50 c.p.s. 

It was initially considered that a push-pull output 
stage would reduce the harmonic present and this was 
installed. An additional output valve is required and 
in addition a " para-phase " stage incorporating 
another amplifying valve, so that the signal voltage 
coud be applied to the grids of both of the output 
valves in correct phase relationship. The introduc­
tion of a transformer to do this would mean 
additional distortion and a non-uniform frequency 
response. The push-pull stage only reduces the 
harmonic content of the output stage, but leaves the 
harmonic produced by the detector valve and the 
other L.F. amplifying valves. This residual distor­
tion was found to be greater than that of the output 
stage, especially for small output voltages·. 

(f) Correction of ha.rmonic distortion. A novel 
device for reducing the amount of harmo·nic present 
has been introduced into the output stage of the 
oscillator. This consists of a metal oxide rectifier in 
parallel with a resistance, the combination being 
connected in series with the· output circuit. This 
rectifier combination produces harmonic distortion in 
the same manner as a thermionic valve, and by suit­
ably choosing the type of rectifier and the value of 
the shunting resistance the valve distortion of the 
oscillator, including the anode bend rectifier distor­
tion, can be compensated and reduced by at least 10 
decibels. At small outputs practically no harmonic 
of any kind remains, ·especially for fundamental fre­
quencies of 300 c.p.s. and above. Fig. 8 shows 
the relation between the harmonic content and the 
signal voltage for different outputs over the fre­
quency range of the oscillator. 

(K) Distortion due to H.F. interference signa.Zs. 
H.F. signals of frequencies from 100 kc. to 85 kc. 
may be superimposed on the oscillator signals due to 
" pick up " from radio stations unless the H.F. 
amplifier is adequately sc�eened, including the con­
nexions to the oscillator '< pick up '' coils._ Further­
more, when lar?"e outputs of a relatively hiRh 
frequency beat signal are produced the harmonics 
present may themselves be introduced into the H.F. 

amplifier and cause additional heterodyne signals, 
unless the H.F. amplifier is screened from the L.F. 

amplifier. 
(h) Distortion due to L.F. interference signals. 

The band-pass filter is connected to the grid of the 
detector valve in the manner shown in Fig. 4 so that 
there is a high L. F. impedance b_etween this grid 
and the H. T, supply of the prior H.F. amplifier and 
a very low L.F. impedance between the grid and the 
filament centre point of the detector valve. 
UNIFORMITY OF OUTPUT VOLTAGE OVER THE FRE­
QUENCY RANGE; SOURCES OF VARIATION', THEIR 

PREVENTION AND CORRECTION. 

(a) H.F. Oscillator amplitude variation. A varia­
tion of the output voltage of the H.F. oscillator will 
occur when the frequency changes from 100 kc. to 
88 kc. to give a beat frequency of 0 to 12 kc., due to 
a chai1ge in the dynamic impedance of the resonated 
coil in the anode circuit of the oscillator valve. This 
change is kept small by selecting the electrode 
potentials of the valve so that the negative anode­
kathode impedance is much less than the dynamic 
impedance of the resonated coil. It- is preferable 
that the minimum decrement of the oscillatory circuit 
should occur at a frequency greater than 100 kc. so 
that the output voltage of the oscillator tends to 
decrease as the frequency falls from 100 kc. to 88 kc., 
as this form of output-frequency characteristic readily 
lends itself to amplitude compensation in the band­
pass filter. 

(b) Band-pass filter transmission losses. The 
transmission loss of the H.F. band-pass filter can be 
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controlled by varying the capacity C6 in shunt with 
the terminating impedance (see Fig. 4). Thus by 
increasing this capacity above the normal value the 
transmission loss is decreased at 88 kc. as compared 
with the loss at 100 kc. This results in a rising 
voltag·e beat-frequency characteristic of such a form 
that it can be adjusted to compensate the loss caused 
by capacity leakage and leakage inductance in the 
L.F. amplifier. The change in beat frequency out­
put voltage due to a change in one of the H.F. signal 
voltages is reduced to a second order effect by 
making the varying signal voltages the larger of the 
two heterodyne voltages. Thus the relatively large 
changes in output of the variable frequency oscillator 
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needed to give small changes of beat frequency out­
put are easily controlled, and the adjustment of the 
capacity C6 in the band-pass filter is not critical. 
Fig. 9 shows the beat frequency output character-
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istic with the capacity C6 varied to give different 
amounts of compensation. When C6 equals 0.0006::\ 
microfarads the variable signal voltage applied to the 
grid of the rectifying valve is constant and the loss of 
beat frequency output at high frequencies is due to 
the losses in the L. F. amplifier. 

(c) Low frequency amplifier losses. At high 
frequencies, losses may occur in the low-pass filter as 
well as in the amplifier and output transformer, but 
as explained above these losses are less than 0.5 
decibel at 10,000 c.p.s. and can be compensated in a 
very simple manner. 

At low frequencies, transmission losses occur due 
to the impedance of the anode battery by-pass con­
denser rising and becoming comparablr with the 
anode circuit impedance. Partly for this reason, 
and to separate the large A.C. output voltage from 
the anode battery as much as possible, the output 
transformer is capacity coupled to the kathode of the 
output valve, not to the anode battery. Serious loss 
in the inter-stage coupling is avoided by using 
coupling condensers and resistances with a time con­
stant greater than 0.05 sec. Since it is also desirable 
to obtain the H.T. supply to the oscillator from a 
" mains unit " it is arranged that the amplification 
of the L.F. amplifier shall fall off below 20 c.p.s. so 
that very low frequency oscillation shall not occur. 

The overall low frequency transmission loss of the 
oscillator is shown in Fig. 10. Suitable compensa-
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tion is provided in the interstage L.F. amplifier. 
The effect of varying the value of the capacity ClO 
on the frequency equalization is also shown. It will 
be observed that the output does not vary from the 
value at 800 c.p.s. by more than 0.1 decibel when 
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C10 is 0.12 micro-farads until the frequency falls 
below 20 c.p.s. The values of C6 and C10 for high 
and low frequency compensation are best selected by 
trial for each oscillator if the optimum constancy of 
output is required. The change in output voltage 
over the beat frequency range for different values of 
the load impedance is shown in the following table :-

Output variation from 1,000 c.p.s. 

Frequency, 
value (db.). 

c.p.s. 300-ohm. 600-ohm 1,000-ohm 
load. load. load. 

15 - 1.0 - 1.4 - 1.6 
18 - .2 - .27 - .35 
20 < ± .05 - .09 - .2 
30 " < ± .05 - .12 
50 " " - .08 
200 " " - .08 
300 to 3,000 " " < ± .05 
4,000 .. " + .1 
8,000 - .08 " + .15 
9,000 - .13 " + .1 
10,000 - .18 " + .05 
11,000 - .23 - .06 <± .OS 
12.000 - .32 - .2 - .1 
13,000* + .5 + .75 + .85 
14,000* + .1 + .2 + .3 
15,000* - .3 - .25 - .2 

" The frequency range in the original· design was limited to 
12,000 c.p.s., but has since been extended to 15,500 c.p.s. 
to meet future underground carrier telephone circuit re­
quirements and to enable the highest audio frequencies to 
be obtained. No attempt has been made to maintain the 
output voltage absolutely constant above 12,000 c.p.s., but 
the change is less than 1 db. 

The frequency range in the original design was 
limited to 12,000 c.p.s., but has since been extended 
to 15,500 c.p.s. to meet future underground carrier 
telephone circuit requirements and to enable the 
highest audio frequencies to be obtained. No 
attempt has been made to maintain the output volt­
age absolutely constant above 12,000 c.p.s., but the 
change is less than 1 db. 

CONSTANCY OF OUTPUT IMPEDANCE. 

For repeater station use the output impedance 
should be 600 ohms non-reactive. This value is 
determined by the output valve impedance. The 
output transformer ratio is such that the output 
impedance with normal valves is approximately 450 
ohms, and can be varied by adjusting the resistance 
R13 in series with the valve impedance. 

The reactive component of the output impedance is 
due to the inductance of the output transformer and 
the anode choke, together with the impedance of the 
coupling condenser. At low frequencies the shunt 
impedance of the output transformer, and at high 
frequencies, its leakage inductance affects the re­
active component, and the resultant impedance be­
tween frequencies of 50 to 6,400 c.p.s. is shown in 
Fig. 11. The dotted curve indicates the limits within 
which the vector impedance must be to ensure that 
the error caused by the variation of the generator 
impedance from 600 ohms, when measuring the 
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attenuation of circuits having re-active impedance 
with the angles up to 45°, shall not exceed 0.2 decibel. 
The small reactive component obtained is the result 
of a specially designed transfo�me� h.aving a ratio of 
leakage inductance to open c1rcmt inductance of 1 
to 4,000. 

• V.AruATION oF Oui:.PuTVoLTAGE DUE To SUPPLY-· 
VOLTAGE VARIATIONS. 

One of the disadvantages of a multi-stage oscil­
lator in which the output voltage amplitude is 
dependent on the A.C. v�lta15e generated in t�e initial 
stages is that the output 1s liable to vary considerably 
when the supply voltage varies. The variation in 
output voltage of the H.F. generators is reduced by 
ensuring that the control grid voltage is such that 
the oscillation amplitude is a maximum. 

The .amplification variation of the intermediate 
amplifying stages is minim.ized . by incorp<;>rat!ng 
high resistances where possible m anode c1rcu1ts. 
With the oscillator set up as described previously 
the output voltage variation is approximately 0.4 
decibel when the filament voltage changes 5 per cent. 
and about 1.3 decibels when the anode supply voltage 
changes 5 per cent. It is desirable that rheostats 
should be fitted in series with the anode and filament 
supplies so that these supply voltages to the oscil­
lator may be under control. A 3-range voltmeter­
milliammeter is incorporated so that the anode and 
filament voltages can be measured. The third range 
is required to measure the anode current of the 
detector valve. 

PROVISION FOR OBTAINING LARGE OUTPUT PoWERS. 
'i\Thil.st the oscillator has been designed primarily 

to give output powers up to 300 m vV with an anode 
battery supply of 130 to 150 volts, output powers up 
to 10 times this value can be obtained by changing 
the LS6A output valve for a valve type PX25, and 
increasing the anode battery voltage applied to this 
valve to 350 or 400 volts. The harmonic content is 
then:-

Less than 0.3% above 300 c.p.s. for outputs 
up to 0.5 watt. 

Less than 1 % above 40 c.p.s. for outputs 
up to 1.0 watt. 

Less than 2% above 20 c.p.s. for outputs 
up to 2.0 watt. 

These harmonic contents are obtained using an 
A.C. mains unit designed to supply the L.T. and 
H.T. supplies to the oscillator. 

SETTING OF THE OSCILLATOR CONTROLS. 
In setting up the oscillator, the grid potentials of 

the screen grid oscillator valves are first adjusted, 
then the correct magnitude of the variable frequency 
oscillator signal is obtained for application to the 
detector valve grid. The output impedance can also 
be corrected if necessary, and the harmonic reduced 
to a minimum by means of the harmonic compensa­
tor. These control adjustments, having once been 
made should not require re-setting for some months, 
or until valve replacements are made. The con­
trols are accordingly normally covered in. The only 
adjustments necessary when in general use are to 
control output and supply voltage. The ''  zero 
beat " condenser does not require resetting unless 
extreme accuracy is required. 

For general use, the volume controls are set to 
give the output level required and the condenser dial 
is rotated to give the desired frequency as indicated 
on the dial. 

IMPORTANCE OF FREQUENCY STABILITY AND OUTPUT 
PURITY AND CONSTANCY IN TELEPHONE TRANSMISSION 

MEASUREMENTS. 
A high degree of frequency stability of a signal 

generator is required in order to measure the 
impedance irregularities of a telephone cable. It is 
impossible to obtain such characteristics if the fre­
quency is unstable and drifting. The location of 
faults from a knowledge of the frequency changes 
between successive impedance '' bumps '' neces­
sitates very accurate frequency measurements being 
made, and the stability and calibration accuracy of 
the oscillator are well worth the care and manufactur­
ing precision that have been found necessary. 

The oscillator purity greatly facilitates bridge 
balancing and becomes useful as a source of pure 
tone when measuring the harmonic distortion intro­
duced by amplifiers. The purity of the oscillator 
signal at very low frequencies is of particular import­
ance in measuring the transmission frequency 
characteristics of apparatus and circuits used for 
music transmission .  If the attenuation of the net­
work rises rapidly at low frequencies, any signal 
harmonics will pass through the network with 
relatively low attenuation and the resultant measure­
ment of signal attenuation will be inaccurate. 

Absolute constancy of output is essential where 
speedy and accurate attenuation-frequency character­
istics of circuits are required . The introduction of 
an output correction factor at certain frequencies 
may lead to errors due to the sign of the correction 
factor being changed between gain and attenuation 
measurements. 

221 



Modernizing Teleprinter . Diagrams C. D. LIPSCOMBE 

D

URING the last seven years the Baudot and 
vVheatstone telegraph systems , have been 
almost entirely replaced by start-stop tele� 

printers for the working of the Inland Telegraph 
Service. As was natural with a change-over of this 
type, it was accomplished office by office, and the 
varying circuit· requirements, together with the 
differing power and battery supplies available, led to 
a. multiplicity of diagrams covering Teleprinter No. 
3A table circuits. 

A 

Teleprinter 
No.JA 

FIG. !.-TELEPRINTER DUPLEX CIRCUIT. 

a duplex circuit in the earliest form of teleprinter 
diagram. It will be seen that although the conven­
tions used were cumbersome and full of detail, 
thereby requiring excessive time in drafting, their 
electrical functions were not always clearly indicated 
and therefore, from a telegraphic point of view, the 
clarity of the diagram was greatly impaired. 

Three years ago, efforts were made to simplify the 
conventions, and the extraction of those portions of 
the diagrams which could be considered as common 

Box 
Servicr _ 

E.L.!.'J.O 

E.L.Supply 

circuit requirements, such as 
the teleprinter connexions and 
the power supply for the tele­
printer motor, was accom­
plished. By the adoption of 
the approved British Standard 
Institution symbols this year, 
a further simplification was 
rendered possible and the first 
attempt to produce these 
diagrams on a schematic-basis 
was made. By. this time cir­
cuit design had become stan­
dardized to a large degree-and 
the power arrangements at the 
various offices had been col­
lated. This led to .a circuit 
being reproduced with · · its 
power supply connexions ·suit­
ably designated, and .alterna­
tive power arrangements· were 
drawn as separate figures of 
another diagram, each of the 
figures being arranged for 

After the completion of 
the change-over, the cir­
cuits had to be modified 
to suit m�dern require­
ments and conditions­
for instance, the alterna­
tive morse facility was 
dispensed with and, later, 
2-line or 2-pair simplex 
working was introduced 
to a considerable extent; 
these changes tended still 
further to add to the 
number of diagrams. 

�--=---'---------------(o--o)-J.-",=-�-um_h_l•r _M_o_.l_. -----0 A lint. 

The· diagrams were not 
produced on schematic 
lines, but attempted to 
portray the table lay-out 
and to picture the appar­
atus in order to show the 
relative positions of ter­
minals, etc., as an aid to 
wiring. Fig. 1 illustrates 
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placing adjacent to the circuit 
diagram, thereby linking up 
the latter with any power 
supply desired. Thus a basic 
circuit could be designed and 
standardized and all varying 
p·ower supplies dealt with as 
occasion demanded. 

- TELEPR,No.JA.I sw1tcH,stAht-stoP 1.G.924. ' ALARM. TELEPRINTER T.G.925. JrELEP011.POSN. 
I I -CALL. I 

,---, s I I Plt,HI, TI ' • T v_,..:.'t-�--------------''"""'v��--H I v JfNO 
·� I +'l>NM'f</"'cft:R-.V..------------i-�-------i---R+"- RECEIVE. 

Now that teleprinter table 
circuits, or, as they are now 
known, circuits for non-rack 
mounted offices, are being pro­
duced for loose-leaf issue, the 
final step in modernizing these 
diagrams has bee9 made. A 
greater degree of clarity has 
been achieved by a further 
simplification of those con-
ventions not covered by British 
Standard symbols, by drafting 

E.M. 
I 

JJ '";.�( · 1 

more on a straight line 
schematic basis, and by the segregation . of all 
installation instructions from the individual dia­
grams to a separate loose-leaf sheet, 

.
t� which 

all circuits will be referred. By combmmg, on 
a basic circuit diagram, the alternative connexions 
for non-relay, " B "relay, and" G "

_
relay arrange­

ments and indicating the tag numbering for Relays 
Stand�rd BN and GN, all variations of the circuit 
and all types of telegraph relay are embodied �n the 
one diagram. This innovation has made possible a 
considerable reduction in the number of diagrams 
required. Fig. 2 illustrates a duplex circuit as 
drafted in the new style of teleprinter diagram and 
Fig. 4 shows three power arrangements as repro­
duced on a separate diagram. These power arrange­
ments apply also to the 2-way simplex and YQ circuit 
diagrams. 

In the new form of diagram the circuit may not 
appear to have been drafted in the clearest manner 
when compared with telephone practice, but it must 
be appreciated that these diagrams are mainly for 
use in the Districts where teleprinter - circuits are 
required to be installed in situ; consequently the 
fullest information as-regards terminal numbering or 
lettering had to - be given and no detaching of 
assoeiated - parts - of apparatus therefore \VaS 
attempted. This meant that strictly straight line 
diagrams could not be produced; but every effort has 
been- ma;de to draft on the clearest lines possible 
having due regard ·to the three main purposes of the 
diagrams, viz., installation, maintenance and 
schematic record. 

The new loose-leaf issue comprising some twelve 
diagrams will cover all common teleprinter circuits 
and power requirements for non-rack mounted offices 
and will replace about twenty- diagrams of the old 
form, which were far from complete in covering all 
circuits and power supplies. With a scheme of this 
nature it can be made to embrace only common 
circuits and - will cover Duplex, Simplex and YQ 
circuits and Duplex and Simplex circuits.with switch 
to reserve facility, with the following line and local 
power arrangements :-
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FIG. 3.-TELEPRINTER POSITION CIRCUIT. 
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(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

Universal battery for line and local power. 
One battery for line and local power. 
Separate batteries for line and local power. 
Rectified A.C. supply for line and local power. 
Rectified A.C. supply for local power and 

battery for line power. 
(!) D.C. supply for local power and battery for 

line power. 
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FIG. 4.-ALTERNATIVE POWER ARRANGEMENTS. 
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(g) Secondary cells, with gas or petrol engine 
charging set, for line and local power. 

-Special circuits, such as 2-way Simplex C.B. work­
ing and V .F. extensions, will be dealt with on the 
same general lines of simplification, but will not be 
related to the common power arrangements. 

Diagrams covering the segregated commoi1 por­
tions of the basic circuits are also being prepared 
for loose-leaf issue and include th� teleprinter con­
nexions, both internal and schematic, teleprinter 
motor power circuits, line and local power arrange-

ments, artificial line connexions for duplex circuits 
and installation instructions. 

For schematic auxiliary teleprinter circuits, strict 
conformity with telephone diagram practice is 
observed; the diagrams being dra\vn on purely 
straight line and detached contact ·principles. 
Typical examples of these are illustrated by Figs. 3 

and 5, which show a teleprinter position equipped 
with alarm, automatic calling and motor start 
facilities, and a head office teleprinter connected to 
two distant stations, respectively. 

TELEPRINTER •'OSITION. 
EQUIPPED WITH AOAPTER, T.G.9J2. 

L 

82 
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FIG. 5.-HEAD OFFICE TELEPRINTER CONNECTED TO Two DISTANT STATIONS. 

An Anti-Sidetone Coil for Local Battery Circuits 

It has been found by experiment that the amount 
of sidetone which obtains at present with almost all 
telephones can be considerably reduced with increase 
in comfort to the user, and improvement in trans­
mission. The speaker using an instrument with re­
duced sidetone will tend to speak louder, so that 
transmission from his end of the circuit is improved; 
also, if there should be noise in the room at his end, 
this noise, not being transmitted so loudly via the 
sidetone path to his receiver, will not interfere so 
much with his reception. 

The instruments hitherto used for local battery 
working have in general a much greater level of 
sidetone than the standard central battery instrument 
using a Telephone No. 162. For instance, a Tele­
phone No. 164 with a local battery Bell Set No. 21 
and three new cells has about 10 db. more sidetone 
than a Telephone No. 162 with a C.B. Bell Set No. 1 
on a 300-ohm local line. 

LL4 

For these reasons, a new induction coil with anti­
sidetone properties has been developed in the Re­
search Section. It has been found difficult to meet 
the requirements of high transmission efficiency and 
low sidetone combined with low loop resistance at the 
line terminals. The last requirement is necessary in 
order that signalling conditions shall not limit the 
length of line on which the telephone may be used. 
To overcome these difficulties it has been necessary 
to provide two coils each on a closed iron core. The 
coils are mounted side by side on the same stamp­
ings, which are so shaped that the coupling between 
the coils is reduced to a negligible amount. In this 
manner it has been possible to reduce the overall size 
of the two coils sufficiently to enable them to be fitted 
into standard apparatus. 

The transmission efficiency compares favourably 
with that of a Bell Set No. 21 and the sidetone level 
is about 7 db. less. 



E. H. T. Switchgear with Automatic 
Change-over Device L. E. WILLIAMS, B.Sc., A.M.1.E.E. 

T
HE E.H.T. supply to King Edward Building 

is taken __ from
. 

tw<;> co.mpanies-the City of 
London Electric L1ght111g Company and the 

Charing Cross Electricity Supply Company. The 
incoming supply is alternating current, 3-phase, 50 
cycles at 10,500 volts. The voltage is reduced in the 
Companies' sub-station to 6,600 at which pressure it 

FIG. 1.-CONTllOL PilNllL. 

is distributed to the various Post Ollice 
sub-stations. Feeders are run direct 
rrom King Edward Building to all the 
sub-stations except the \'/cstcrn Parcel 
Otiicc and the 'Vest Central District 
Ollice which arc fed from the i\lount 
Pleasant bus bars. 

I\ photograph o[ the control panels 
for the supply incoming rrom the City 
of London Electric Lighting Company, 
and for the outgoing· cables to rccder 
sections is reproclucecl in Fig. l, \\·hilst 
a photograph of the feeder sect-ion at 
Mount Pleasant: appears in Fig. 2. 

\•Vhen the Post Ofllce Po\\·er Station 
at Blackfriars was closed do\\'n, the 
ll'hole supply was taken from each 
Company every alternate month. 
V\Then a failure of supply occurred 
some of the more important services 
such as lighting and conveyors were 
maintained either direct from the bat-

VOL. XXVII. 

teries or by means of the motor convertors at G.P.O. 
\Vest running inverted from the batteries so as to 
maintain the E.H.T. supply to the remaining sub­
stations except those supplying the Post Oflice Rail­
way. Under this scheme considerable delay occurred 
before the maiu :supply was again restored and it 
was decided to install new switchgear with automatic 

0 

change-over device in the King Edward 
Building sub-station, the load being 
divided between the t\\'o companies. In 
the event of a failure of one supply, that 
portion of the load is automatically 
changed over to the other supply after 
a prccletermined interval. 

Descri ptio11 of Swilc/1g'ea r. 

The ne\\· switchg-car is of the metal­
clad, compound-filled type, manufac­
tured by Messrs. A. Reyrolle & Com­
pany. 

The fixed portion consists of the bus 
bar chamber and the current trans­
former chamber. The conductors, 
which are insulated with empire cloth 
lo withstand the full working pressure, 
arc mounted on insulators and run in 
solid with compound. Each chamber 
is provided with three orifice insulators 
with sockets so arranged as to pre­
vent accidental contact with live con­
ductors. 

Fie. 2.-Mornn 1'1.EAS,1NT FEEDER SECTION. 
·' 
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FIG. 3.-TYPICAL REYROLLE CIRCUIT BREAKER PANEL. 

The removeable portion consists 'of the potential 
transformer (where required) and the oil-immersed 
circuit breaker with operating mechanism. The 

{jf)'(Y[QllXW 

Sr.JPPlY A1660GV0lTS 

FROM 30001.'lif..TRANSFORMERS 

circuit breaker is provided with a racking device for 
plugging in and out, and when it is withdrawn the 
feeder is isolated from the live bus bars. The with­

. drawa! of the circuit breaker also closes doors over 
the orifices in the bus bar and tr�nsformer 6nam1Jei-s. 

The breaking capacity of:each .circuit breaker is 
150,000 K.V.A. 

. . . .. 

Interlocks are provided to prevent the following 
operations :-

(a) The plugging-in or withdrawal of the circuit 
breaker when closed. 

(b) The ·closing of the circuit breaker when not 
plugged-in. 

(c) The removal of the oil tank before the circuit 
breaker is isolated. 

Fig. 3 shuws a typical Reyrolle
1 

circuit breaker 
panel. 

A·rra.ngement of Switchgear. 
The 6600-volt supplies are led into separate sets 

of bus bars situated at opposite ends of the sub­
station. 

The arrangement is shown diagrammatically in 
Fig. 4. A and A1 are the control panels for the in­
coming supplies and B, C, D, B1, C1 and D' the 
contro1' panels for the outgoing supply cables to the 
Feeder Sections. 

The circuit breakers controlling the two supplies on 
each feeder section are mechanically and electrically 
interlocked so that one only can be dosed at one 
time. They are provided with operating mechanism 
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FIG. 5.-AUTOl\IJ\TIC CHANGE-OVER SCHEME. 

and discriminating time relays so that in the event 
of a failure of the supply one circuit breaker will open 
and the other will close automatically. If a failure 
of supply occurs, the synchronous machines at 
G .P. 0. West and Mount Pleasant sub-stations are 
tripped on the E.H.T. side by means of reverse 
current relays in the D.C. bus bars and those at 
Liverpool Street and vVestern Parcel Office by means 
of " No-Volt " trips. To allow for the possible 
failure of these trips to work, which would neces­
sitate the E.H.T. circuit breakers of the machines 
being operated by hand, the automatic change-over 
circuit breakers on Sections 1 and 3 have a time lag 
of 60 seconds. As no synchronous machines are con­
nected to-Section 2, the time lag is adjustable from 
one to ten seconds. . . 

Fig. 5 shows the diagran1 of the automatic cha�ge-
over scheme. 

· 

An indicating lamp board and alarms have been 
iQstallecl at G.P.O. vVest. A lamp on the board 
lights when its associated circuit breaker at King 
Edward Building is in the open position. 
Metering Equipme 11t. 

The E.H.T. supply is paid for on the basis of 
kilovolt ampere-hours with further payment or re­
bate clue to the varying pi-ice of fuel; also during the 
months of December, January and February there is 
an additional charge per le V .A. of maximum demand 

in excess of 2800 k. V .A. if this occurs between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

The Supply Companies' meters consist of two 
-'' Trivectors '' and one '' Summation Meter with 
.Maxigraph." The" Tri vector "consists of a cosine 
meter (kilowatt hour meter) and a sine meter (re­
active component meter) coupled together : by a 
system of gearing in such a manner that a true 
integration of kilovolt ampere hours is obtained at 
all power factors. A maximum demand indicator, 
which gives the maximum mean load in K.V.A. 
averag·ed over a definite time period, is also embodied 
in the Trivector. 

The '' Summation Meter and Maxigraph '' sum­
mates the total number of kilovolt ampere hours 
that are registered on the Supply Companies' two 
Trivectors. It also indicates the arithmetic sum of 
the maximum demand on the two companies in the 
same half hour, and records graphically this value 
during each resetting period. 

Check meters of similar type have been installed 
by the Department. 

The switchgear, cabling, etc., were installed to the 
Department's specification by the City of London 
Electric Lighting Company and the work of chang­
ing over from the old gear to the new was carried 
out without interruption of supply. Exhaustive 
pressure tests were C<,trried. out during the progress 
of the work. 

· 
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A New Electric Mails Lift 

A
T Branch Offices where large volumes of 

posted items are received it is usual for 
chutes to be provided from the letter-posting 

apertures and the parcel-accepting point at the 
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Connecting Pm for Chain 
Recess cut tosmt lftt.'p Chain 

DETAIL OF CHAIN ANCHORAGE. 

(d) 
FIG. 1.-DETAIL OF ELECTRIC MAILS LIFT. 

A. E. PENNEY 

counter to the basement where the letters and parcels 
are bagged. The bags then have to be brought up 
again to the street level for despatch by motor van. 
At several offices in the London area hydraulic lifts 

RISlng& fal!m9 collapsrhk steel lb��==@>��:!. 
gate operated 6y r1smg cage 
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of the direct-acting ram type are in use for this 
purpose and prove very effective as they are simple 
in operation and their initial cost and maintenance 
charges are low. In two cases, ho•vever, no 
hydraulic power was available and consideration was 
given to other methods of raising the mail bags, 
such as, for example, electric lifts, elevators, or 
conveyors. The two latter were ruled out as it was 
found impossible to arrange for them to discharge 
other than direct on to the public footpath and this 
is, of course, out of the question in a busy thorough­
fare. A conventional electric lift with overhead 
sheaves and balance-weight could not be installed 
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FIG. 2.-\<VJRING DIAGl!,\M. 

in either case for the following reasons. The upper 
part of the lift well, which is concealed in a bulkhead 
in the Public Office, had to be of the smallest possible 
dimensions and even a few inches over-travel, which 
in the ordinary way is essential to prevent damage 
in the event of the brakes failing to operate normally, 
could not be obtained. The restricted space would 
also have necessitated the use of a number of 
diverting sheaves to carry the lift ropes and the lift: 
of the ropes would then have been very short owing 
to the large amount of bending to which they would 
have been subjected during every journey. 

When the first case was put to the London 
Engineering District tenders were invited and lift 
makers were asked to put forward th�ir own designs 
and some interesting schemes were submitted. The 
design finally accepted was that of Messrs. The 
Hoisting Appliance Co., Ltd., who installed the first 
lift at Hatton Garden Branch Office. Following 
the experience gained with this installation, a 
simplified design was adopted for Sloane Square 
Branch Office where the second lift has been installed 
by the same firm. The photographs 
an� of the second lift and the following­
is a brief description of it .. 

Referring to Fig. I, " A " is the 
driving motor supported on channel 
steel girders which also serve to brace 
the lift structure to the wall of the 
building. The motor shaft is extended 
at either end of the motor and carries 
a brake drum and also a handwheel to 
enable the g·ear to be turned by hand in 
an emergency. The shaft is coupled 
through two worm reduction gears, one 
of which is shown at_ " B " in the 
figure, to two bevel gears '' C.'' The 
final bevel gear shafts, which have a 
common centre line, carry on their 
ends overhanging the lift-well, chain 
sprockets " D " which support and 
drive the two chains " E." These 
chains are of the bicycle type, but of 
a much heavier pattern. The idle 
sprockets " F " serve to keep the 
chains vertical. The motor is not re­
versible and the two chains move in onr 

direction only in step with one another. 
The shaft " G " is attached at each 

end to a chain by the two connecting 
pins shown in Fig. l(d). These con­
necting pins replace two consecutive 
chain rivets. Thus, if the motor is 
running, the shaft cc G " in end eleva­
tion follows the path of a link of a 
chain, the shaft always remaining 
horizontal and parallel to the sprocket 
shafts. The transverse slot in each 
end of cc G " is essential to enable it 
to pass round the sprockets cc D " and 
" F." A roller " H " (Fig. l(c)) is 
mounted on each encl of the shaft 
" G " and is free to rotate on it. The 
side members " J " of the frame of the 

Ii ft ca�e rest on the rollers and the latter therefore 
transmit the weight of the cage and its load to the 
shaft " G" and consequently to the lifting chains 
" E.

,, 

As the shaft passes round the sprocket at each end 
of the lift's travel, the rollers " H " move at the 
same time along-the tracks cc J ,'' a distance approxi­
mately equal to the pitch diameter of a sprocket. It 
will be seen therefore from Fig. l(b) that the thrust 
between the cage and the rollers is out of centre 
both when raising and lowering, but this is not 
important as the cage is adequately guided and the 
eccentricity of the thrust is relatively small. 

The " floor hitting " of this type of .lift is 
extremely good. This is, of course, due to the fact 
that although the shaft may stop a few inches from 
the dead centre of the top or bottom sprockets the 
difference in level between the cage and landing is 
small. 

As the cage is not balanced, its weight is kept 
down to a minimum. The sides consist of wire mesh 
panels in �ngle iron frames and there is no back or 

fIO. 3.-LOWER l£NTRANCE TO LIFT. 
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FIG. 4.-Vunv OF PAVEMlrnT LEVEi. ENTR,\;-;CE. 

front. To prevent articles which may have been 
loaded in such a manner as to overhang the edge of 
the cage, being caught up during the travel of the 
lift, the back and front of the well are 
finished smooth. 

J\n ordinary collapsible steel g·ate 
6' 6" hig·h and 4' 0" wide is fitted 
at the lower opening, but at the 
street level there is a gate which opens 
like a portcullis collapsing into a space 
of a few inches above the upper open­
ing. The lower gate is mechanically 
and electrically interlocked with the 
mov_i;:ment of the cage, but in the case 
of the upper gate the sides of the cage 
pressing against beaks attached to the 
gate open and close it as the cage 
approaches and leaves the upper land­
ing. A pair of wooden doors outside 
the upper collapsible gate provide pro­
tection from the weather, etc., but 
these doors are not interlocked in any 
way with the lift. 

The wiring diagram is shown in Fig. 
2 and it ·will be seen from this that the 
controls are very simple. This is due 
in a large measure to the motor having 
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no reversing gear. This is no disadvantage as the 
occasions on which it is desired to recall the lift 
after it has moved away from a landing should be 
very few. The IC Up " and I C  Down " push buttons 
are therefore starting buttons \l'hich are switched 
into and out of circuit by two travel switches in the 
well. The cage opens one of these switches as it 
arrives at a landing and allows it lo close when it 
leaves, the actual movement of the switch mechanism 
being performed by a ramp attached to the cage. 
Assuming the cage is at the lower landing, the 
bottom travel switch is open and the IC Down " 
buttons are therefore inoperative. The operation 
of an IC Up " button, however, closes a circuit 
through the brake solenoid and main contactor 
" A." vVhen the button is released the " Up " 
holding coil maintains the circuit until the lift 
arrives at the upper landing when the cage ramp 
opens the top travel switch and stops the lift. The 
bottom travel switch closes as soon as the lift leaves 
the lower landing and the lift is therefore ready for 
a journey in the downward direction. 

The supply to. the lift is 400 volts A.C. 3 phase 
50 c.p.s., but to avoid having the controller on 
alternating current a metal rectifier is installed and 
the control circuits and brake are supplied with direct 
current at 180 volts. 

The photographs (Figs. 3, 4, and 5) show the 
lower entrance to the lift, a view from the footpath 
with the cage approaching the landing, and a gener�I 
view of the Public Office. This view indicates how 
successfully the lift has been concealed in the bulk­
head under the window. 

.:.1 

F10. 5.-1:-iTERIOR OF Punuc OFFICE. 



Note on the Singing Point 
of Two-Wire Repeaters H. J. JOSEPHS 

W
HERE two long distance telephone lines are 

connected by the usual type of two-wire 
repeater, a state of perfect balance would 

exist at the repeater if the two lines and their 
associated apparatus could be made identically alike, 
and there would be ·no tendency for the repeater to 
sing. As a result of random manufacturing varia­
timis, however, perfect balance is unattainable, and 
thus the amplification obtained from the repeater is 
limited by the production of reflected currents and 
singing. A statistical examination of the inductance 
of large numbers of loading coils and of the pair 
capacities in many drums of cable, shows that the 
deviations of these elements from their nominal 
values, follow Gauss's " normal " law for the dis­
tribution of error:s. It follows,. therefore, that by 
applying the methods of two-dimensional probability 
to steady-state transmission theory, it will be possible 
to calculate what restrictions must be placed on the 
manufacturing deviations of the elements, to ensure 
that a given transmission characteristic will have a 
preassigned probability of being within a specified 
range. The mathematical theory involved in the 
application of two-dimensional probability to A.C. 
transmission systems and networks has been worked 
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out by R. S. Hoyt, and is discussed in his paper, 
'' Probability Theory and Telephone Transmission 
Engineering," which appeared in the " Bell System 
Technical Journal " for January, 1933. This note is 
concerned with a specific application of Hoyt's 
theory, namely, to determine the limits that must be 
placed on the inductance and capacity deviations of 
20 lb.coil loaded telephone lines with the coils spaced 
at 2000 yard intervals, to ensure that the singing 
point of a two-wire· repeater will fall between known 
limits. 

Fig. 1 contains a set of six curves showing the 
probability ranges for the circuits in a 44 mH.,· coil 
loaded telephone cable. The vertical scale gives the 
singing point of a repeater in decibels, ·whilst the 
horizontal scale expresses the (R.M.S.) loading coil 
inductance deviations. Because the distribution of 
deviations is '' normal,'' the representative deviation 
is taken as the square root of the mean of the squares 
of the deviations, (R.M.S., deviations), i.e., 

R "'f S
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. 
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The probability curves in Fig. 1 have been drawn 

for six frequencies from 500 to 4000 cycles per 
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second, i.e., from 500 cycles to approximately 0.75 of 
the cut-off frequency. The probability zone for a 
particular frequency is the area included between the 
curves marked CD and ® respectively. The curves 
marked CD have been calculated for the case of a 
R.M.S. capacity deviation of 0.5%, whilst the curves 
marked® have been drawn for the case of a R.l\LS. 
capacity deviation of 1.0%. In practice most 
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capacity deviations will be found to fall between these 
limits, and in any particular case, the singing point 
may be determined by taking a proportional part of 
the ordinate range (0.5 to 1.0) enclosed by the limit­
ing curves CD and ®, at the inductance deviation 
considered. 

The probability ranges for 88 rnH., 120 mH., and 

Book Review 

" Wireless for the Man in the Moon." By Coulombus 
and Decibel, 1934, 128 pages. Price 2/6. Published by 
Georg� N ewnes. 

Thti. authors, both of whom are well known contribu­
tors tb World Radio, describe this book as " intended 
prima'rily for the l\fan-in-the-Moon " and as " perhaps a 
text-book or a fairy tale." The publishers admit that it 
is perhaps neither. Naturally they hope it will be read by 
the Man in the Street. 
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177 mH., coil loaded lines are given 111 Figs. 2, 3 
and 4 respectively. 

To understand more clearly the meaning of the 
cui-ves, imagine that a large number of coil loaded 
20 lb. circuits are to be built with a predetermined 
singing point at a particular frequency. Then the 
curves may be used to determine the permissible 
deviation of inductance and capacity, so that 90% 

177m.H. Loading Coils. 
20 lb. Conductors. � 

2000 yard Spacing. 
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of the circuits may be expected to have a singing 
point somewhat greater, and 10% of the circuits a 
singing point somewhat less, than the predetermined 
value. Thus the curves may be used to determine 
what restrictions must be placed on the deviations 
of the elements, so that the singing point of a two­
wire repeater will have a given probability of bein:.· 
within specified limits. 

This exposition of how vVireless really works will pro­
vide an amusing relief for both student and expert and 
will be appreciated by the " Wireless Fan," his wife and 
children. 

'Vireless is treated from an entirely original view point 
and if at the conclusion the reader knows little about 
atoms and electrons he will certainly know all about 
clucks and duckling5. 

· 

A.W. 



Notes and Comments 

The British Standards Institution 

R
EADERS will be interested to hear that, at 

the Annual General Meeting of the British 
Standards Institution held on 13th July, 1934, 

Col. Sir T. F. Purves, 0.B.E., was elected to a seat 
on the General Council. Sir Thomas, now rvianag­
ing Director of United Telephone Cables, Ltd., was 
Engineer-in-Chief to the Post Office until his retire­
ment on 30th November, 1932. 

Management Courses for Executives 

Advance information has reached us to the effect 
that at the beginning of November next, Lough­
borough College will inaugurate a series of intensive 
management courses under the whole-time direction 
of Mr. E. T. Elbourne, M.B.E., F.1.I.A., the well 
known exponent of management training. This 
marks an important development in placing at the 
disposal of industry the means whereby executives 
or prospective executives can be specially trained or 
'' refreshed '' in particular functional aspects of 
modern management practice on lines comparable 
with Army courses in signalling, the Engineer-in­
Chief.'s Training School, etc. 

Loughborough College is a large residential 
college with a complete range of productive engineer­
ing workshops. These conditions in combination 
are unique in this country, and make possible the 
attainment of a high standard of efficiency in the ten 
days allotted to each course. Particular emphasis 
will be placed on demonstrations of the best British 

practice brought together from various industries. 
Lectures will follow in the main the sectional sylla­
buses of the Institute of Industrial Administration's 
Diploma, and subscribers to any course may, on 
completion, sit for the Institute's examination accord­
ingly. The courses as planned are as follows :-

(I) The Management Function. 
(2) Office Organization and Method. 
(3) Personnel Administration and Incentives. 
(4) Drawing Office Practice and Quality Con-

trol. 
(5) Process Planning and Progress Control. 
(6) Estimating and Ratefixing. 
(7) Industrial Accounts and Costing. 
(8) Specification, Purchasing and Tendering. 
(9) Sales Organization and Service. 

(10) Budgetary and Higher Control. 
(11) Factory Lay-out and Equipment. 

Each of the eleven courses is complete in itself, and 
any one may be taken independently. The treatment 
in each will be consistently directed to show the inter­
relation of particular functions with one another and 
with the whole problem of management, as focussed 
in Course No. I. 

The tuition fee for any ten-clay course is five 
guineas, including the loan of books and demon­
stration materials. Board residence at the College, 
with its many amenities, works out at half-a-guinea 
per day, i.e., five guineas for the ten-day period. 
Inquiries should be addressed to the Registrar, 
Loughborough College, Loughborough, Leics. 

The Institution of Post Office Electrical Engineers 

INSTITUTION PAPERS. 
Institution Papers, of which synopses are given below, 

have been added to the Library and are available on loan 
to members. 

-

" Telephone Traffic in A11to111atic Exclwnges. "-F. M. 
McDougald. 

A paper giving a comparison of manual and auto ex­
change problems, definition of traffic unit and representa­
tions, and dealing with grade of service, natu1·e of traffic, 
full and limited availability conditions, methods of inter­
connecting and principles of grading construction, com­
parison of theoretical and actual traffic carried, cabling 
and terminal assemblies, traffic meters and traffic records. 

" Awards Under Workmen's Compe11satio11 Acts and 
Injury Warrants. "-Chas. H. Barrett. 

This paper deals with the statutory provisions relating 
to compensation to workmen for personal injuries suffered 
in the course of their employment; the legal liability of 
the employer in cases of industrial diseases ; references to 
legal decisions; the causation of industrial accidents; 
third party accidents; and Departmental procedure. The 

paper also contains inforn�ation in regard to awanls to 
Cil'il Servants under the Injury 'Van-ants. 

" Cable and Cable Pair Distrib11tio11."-Capt. ,V. 
Cowlmrn. 

This paper advocates the liberal provision of ducts, 
suggests alterations in design, ventilating and lighting of 
manhole and lay-011t of cables in same; the adoption of 
Cable Distribution areas, centralized jointing points at 
selected manholes; the introduction of distributing centres 
in: 

(a) rooms in Post Offices or other buildings, 
(b) specially erected buildings, 
(c) specially constrncted distribution chambers, 

and illustrates the proposal by means of a specific 
example. 

"Labour Costs."-H. ,V. Powell. 

A paper dealing with observations made on works in 
Post Office Engineering Sections, with special reference 
to costs, and the extent to which they are affected by the 
use of transport and special tools, and the employment 
of Installation Groups. 
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RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE INSTITUTION 
LIBRARY. 

1058 Reduction of noise in buildings : recommendations 
to architects.-Dept. of Scientific & Industrial 
Research. (1934, Brit.). 

1059 The physical principles of electricity and mag­
netism.-R. W. Pohl. (1930, Cont.). 

1060 Automatic street traffic signalling. - H. H. 
Harrison and T. P. Priest. ( 1934, Brit.). 

1061 Modern electric clocks.-S. F. Philpott. (1934, 
Brit.). . 

1062 The world of modern science.-L. Infield. (1934, 
Brit.). 

1063 Design of alten1ating-current machines.-K. Aston. 
(1934, Brit.). 

1064 Theory of machines.-L. Toft and A. T. J. 
Kersey. (1932, Brit.). 

1065 Loud speakers : theory, performance, testing and 
design.-N. W. McLachlan. (1934, Brit.). 

1066 An elementary course of infinitesimal calculas.­
Sir Horace Lamb. (1934, Brit.). 

1067 Magnetism and electricity for beginners.-H. E. 
Hadley. (1929, Brit.). 

1068 Alternating currents.-L. T. Agger. (1934, Brit.). 
1069 Elementary practical mathematics.-E. W. Golding 

and H. S. Green. (1934, Brit.). 

Junior Section Notes 
London Centre 

A spirit of expectant optimism pervades the Committee. 
The Summer months have been busy ones, but they have 
resulted in the accompanying programme together with 
a reorganization which is already showing results in an 
increasing and more virile membership. 

PROGRAMME 1934-5. 
CITY AREA. 

Oct. 9. Tue. Farm St. Commentary by D. \VADESON. 
An evening of films on many subjects. 

Nov. 9. Fri. Holborn. J. A. STRETTON. An outline of 
Telephone Transmission. 

Dec. 7. Farm St. R. \V. PALMER, A.M.I.E.E. The Story 
of the Standard Relay. 

Jan. 11. Fri. Holborn. W. BococK, A. M.l. E.E. Cable 
Testing and Localization of Faults. 

Feb. 15. Fri. Farm St. H. T. Buss and D. P. STAGEMAN. 
Teleprinters No. 3A and their associated V. F. Equip­
ment. 

Mar. 20. Wed. Holborn. J. N. HILL, A. M.I.E.E.. The 
Growth of a Telephone System, the Factors governing 
the advance provision of· External and Internal Plant. 

Apr. 24. \Ved. Holborn. D. E. WADESON. The Latest 
Developments in Two Motion Selectors. 

CENTRE AREA. 

Oct. 10. Wed. Monument. Commentary by J. STRE�TON. 
An evening of Films on many subjects. 

Nov. 2. Fri. Circuit Lab. Debate, Leaders: D. WADESON 
and J. SnrnTTON. That the Introduction of Automatic 
Switching Plant constitutes a practical advance over 
all previous Systems of Telephonic Communication. 

Dec. 11. Tue. Mount Pleasant. H. M. YELLS. A .Modern 
Power Station, its Running and Control. 

Jan. 3. Thu. Faraday Building. R. \V. PALMER, A.M.I.E.E. 
The Story of the Standard Relay. 

Feb. 8. Fri. Hop. H . . M. YELLS. The How and \Vhy of 
a ·wireless Set. 

· 

Mai-. 8. Fri. Metropolitan. W. B. LISLE and JlV. J. 
DrnsDALL. The Telex Service and its associated 
Private Wire Equipment, 

1071 Telephony theory and practice: manual switching 
and sub-station equipment.-K. B. Miller. (1933, 
Amer.). 

1072 Teleph_ony theory and practice: automatic switcl�� 
ing ·and auxiliary equipment.-K. B. i\Iiller. 
(1933, Amer.). 

1073 Fundamentals of industrial administ1'.ation.-E. T. 

1934. 
Oct. 

Nov. 
Dec. 

1935. 
Jan. 

12 Feb. 

Mar. 

Elbourne. (1934, Brit.). 

NorthiWestern Centre 

PROGRAMME-SESSION 1934�35.· 

" Some Notes on Radio Developments and the 
Interference Problem." · 

W. C. Ward, B.Sc. (Eng.). 
" Faults-mainly Internal." J. G. Robinson. 
" Some Engineering vV'orkshop Processes."-

H. R. Brown. 

" Research in the British Post Office." 
B. S. Cohen, O.B.E. (E.-in-C.O.). 

·" The Provision and Maintenance of Repeate1·ed 
and Amplified Circuits." 

A. T. J. Beard (E.-in-C.O.). 
" Reinforced Concrete 'Vork." H. J. Allies. 

Apr. 5. Fri. Circuit Laboratory. W. BococK, A.M. I.E.E. 
Cable Testing and Localization of Faults. 

WEST AREA. 
Oct. 8. Mon. Kensington. Commentary by· D, \VADESON. 

An evening of Films on many subjects. 
Nov. 2. Fri. Flaxman. R. \V. PALMER, A.M.I.E.E. The 

Story of the Standard Relay. 
Dec. 4. Tue. Bayswater. H. M. YELLS. A Chat on 

Television. 
Jan. 9. Wed. Acorn. T. D. JuDEN. E xternal Construc­

tion, Difficulties encountered and overcome. 
Feb. 8. Fri. Acorn. P. R. GERRY. The Subscribers' 

Group Service. 
Mar. 22. Fri. Hounslow. J. A. STRETTON. Cables, Cabling 

and Jointing. (Illustrated by a Film). 
Apr. 10. ·wed. Sloane. Debate, Leadet"S: J. L. \V. MoRG,\N 

and R. C. \V. \VALKER. That the Introduction of 
Automatic Switching Plant constitutes a Practical 
Advance over all previous Systems of Telephonic Com-
munic�� · 

Soun1 EAST AREA. 

Oct. 12. Fri. Denman Street. Commentary by D. 'VADESON. 
An evening of Films on many subjects. 

Nov. 16. Fri. Tulse Hill. W. BococK, A. l\LI.E.E. Cable 
Testing and Localization of Faults. 

Dec. 14. Fri. Bexley Heath. P. R: GERRY. Subscribers' 
Group Service. 

Jan. 18. Fri. Hithergrecn. J. A. STRETTON. An Outline of 
Telephone Transmission. 

Feb. 13. Wed. Beckenham. H. M. YELLS. A Tour of a 
Contractor's Factory. 

Mar. 29. Fri. Rodney. T. D. JuDEN. External Construc­
tion, Difficulties encountered and overcome. 

Apr. 29. Mon. Brixton. D. vVADESON. The latest de'velop­
ments in Two Motion Selectors. 

SOUTH WEST AREA. 

Oct. 15. Mon. Battersea. Commentary by D. WADESON. 
An evening of Films· on many subjects. 

Nov. 23 . .  Fri. Fairfield. R. W. PALMER, A.M.l.E.E. · The 
Story of the Standard Relay. 



Dec. 7. Fri. Elmbridge. W. I3ococK, A.M.I.E.E. Cable 
Testing and Localization of Faults. 

Jan. 23. ·wed. Putney. P. R. G1mRY. Subscribers' Group 
Service. 

Feb. I. Fri. Battcrsca. J. A. SrnETTON. An Outline of 
Telephone Transmission. 

Mar. I. Fri. Liberty. I-I. M. YELLS. i\ Chat on Tele­
vision. 

Ar.r. 3. Wed. Wandsworth (North Side). R. T. ROBINSON. 
Motor Transport and its Part in Telephone Engineer­
ing. 

No1n11 \.YEST AREA. 

Oct. 16. Tue. Hampstead. Commentary by D. \VADESON. 
An evening of Films on many subjects. 

Nov. 14. \\led. vVillesden. H. T. Buss and D. P. STAGE­
MAN. Teleprinters· No. 3A and their associate.cl V. F. 
Equipment. 

Dec. 5. \;\/ed. Arnold. J. A. STRETTON: Cables, Cabling 
and Jointing. (Illustrated by a film). 

jari. 25. Fri. Primrose. H. M. YELLS. A Modern Power 
· ·- Station, its Running and Control. 

J7eb: 22. Fri. Hampstead. R. \V. PAUJER, A.M.l.E.E. The 
Story of the Standard Relay. 

Mar. 29. Fri. Maida Vale . . H. M. YEr.Ls'. A Tour of a 
Contractor's Factory. 

!\pr. 10. Wed. Gladstone. J. N. H11.L, i\.M.r.E.E. The 
Growth of a Telephone System, the factors governing 
the advance provision of Extrrnal and lntrmal Plant. 

Gloucester Centre 

On Friday, June 22nd, 1934, a large gathering of 
n1Cmbe1·s met in Glouceste1· to show their app1�eciation of 
the· ser�ic�s rendered by the· B.ranch ·Officers· of last 
session. A group photograph of the· Local ·Centre had 
been taken some weeks previously, and it had been agreed 
that a framed copy be presented to each retiring officer. 

NORTH EAST AREA. 

Oct. 17. \�led. Leytonslone. Commentary by D. \\IADESON. 
An evening of Films on many subjects. 

No1·. 7. Wed. llford. J. J\. SrnETTON. An Outline "of 
Telephone Transmission. 

Dec. 12. v\lecl. J\d1•ance. J. N. HILL, :\.i\Ll.E.E. The 
Growth of a Telephone System, the factors governing 
the advance provision of External and Internal Plant. 

Jan. 16. \Ved. C;innonbury. P. R. GrnnY. The Sub-
scribers' Group Service. 

Feb. 22. Fri. Grangewood (New). T. D. Jumrn. External 
Cqnstruction, Difficulties encountered an<l overcon1c. 

Mar. 13. · v\led. Bowes Park. Debate, Leaders: J. L. \\i. 

i\Ior:GAN and R. C. \\I. WAL"ER· That the introduc­
tion of Auto S\\"itching Plant constitutes a practi�al 
ndvance over all previous systems of Telephonic Com­
n1unication 

Apr. 12. Fri. Stamford Hill. H. M. YELLS. A Chat on 
Television. 

ANNU,\I. GENERAL �IEE'fli\'G. 

May 17. Fri. Denman Strecl. Subject and Speaker to he 
;111no11nced Inter. 

Oct. 13. Sat. 
Nm-. 24. Sat. 
Not yet fixed. 

\IJSITS. 

Croydon /\ir Port. 
Oollis Hill Research Station. 
:>lntional Physical l.aborat·ory. 

vV. Day, M.1.E.E.-who was leaving the Section on pro-
11101 ion- to the Engineer-in-Chief's Oft-Ice. Other Branch 
members expressed their thanks to the retiring officers, 
and it was very evident from these commentaries that the 
work clone by the officials was fully appreciated. 

The Superintending Engineer then made the presenta­
tions. His references, particularly to i\lr. Day, were 

M EMBEHS OF THE ( ;l.OL"CESTEll CE1'Tl!E. 

\:Ve were honoured by the presence of our Superintend­
ing Enginee1·-i\fr. H. S. Thompson, M. l.E.E.-who had 
very kindly consented to make the presentations. · The 
Chairman·-Mr. F. vV. Gill-after welcoming Mr. Thomp­
son, made pleasing 1·emarks about each office1· and 
especially spoke sincerely of the retiring Chairman-iVIr. 

marked by touches of humour and si ncei-i ty and were 
appreciated on every hand. Each recipient suitably re­
plied, and it was very gratifying to the membership to 
know that all had taken pleasure in the work they had 
done. for the Branch. 

Mr. Thompson was then asked if he would accept a 
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photograph from the Branch as a memento of the occa­
sion. This he did, and expressed his appreciation amid 
loud applause. 

A vote of thanks was expressed to Mr. Thompson by 
the Vice-Chairman (Mr. A. J. Hodgson), seconded by Mr. 
J. A. Chiswell, and a very enjoyable meeting was thus 
brought to a close. 

The forthcoming session will soon be in full swing, and 
there is promise of another interesting series of papers for 
already quite a number of members have offered papers. 

A visit to a Radio Station is being arranged to take 
place in the near future. This trip will take the form of 
a combined educational and social outing. 

Cambridge Centre 
The Committee thank those members who have pro­

mised to read papers during the ensuing session. 
The subjects chosen cover a wide range, including 

Television ; Telephone Transmission ; Call Timing De­
vices; Fault Control; Radio Interference Suppression; 
Graphical Statistics; Overhead Construction. 

A good sign for the future is the interest taken by 
younger members who are contributing towards the pro­
grammes and assisting in the management of the Branch. 

We are glad to record a further increase in the member­
ship; There are now 48 members on the books. 

There is reason to believe that the session 1934-35 will 
be as successful as 1933-34, when six papers read before 
the membership were considered by the Committee under 
the prize scheme. \Ve were very gratified to receive thP 
commendation of the Superintending Enginer and Com­
mittee of the parent body in connexion with these papers. 

During the summer a visit was made to the Post Officp 

Book Review 

" Modern Acoustics." By A. H. Davis, D.Sc. G. Bell 
and Sons, Ltd., London. Price 26/- net. 

Although Acoustics is generally regarded as a highly 
specialized study, it has in fact many ramifications and it 
touches the modern social structure at many different 
points. The subject offers scope to both the theorist and 
the empiricist, and it is difficult for one individual to avoid 
bias towards one or another of its different branches. 
The entire absence of such bias and the authority which 
one associates with the National Physical Laboratory are 
alone sufficient to mark the publication of " Modern 
Acoustics " as an event of some importance. I confess, 
however, to a wish that the author had somewhat relaxed 
his impartial attitude and given us the benefit of more 
of his personal comment and opinion. 

The mathematical theory of sound, which is so 
important to a proper understanding of the subject, is 
inserted unobtrusively, mostly in the form of summaries 
of formulre and conclusions, supported by appropriate 
references to the classical literature. In many cases, and 
particularly where impedance methods are used, the line 
of argument by which conclusions are reached is also 
indicated. For the rest the book deals with the practice 
and apparatus-from transformers to auditoriums­
associated with all branches of acoustics, and with the 
work of investigators in this field, among whom Dr. Davis 
is himself an eminent contributor. Nor are the works 
of the earlier experimenters neglected; the justification 
for the word " Modern " in the title lies in the fact that, 
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Tube Railway, by kind permission of the Controller, 
London Postal Service. 

Edinburgh, Dundee and Aberdeen Centres 
The number of offers of papers for the ensuing session 

is very satisfactory and no difficulty is being experienced 
in the preparation of programmes. The subjects cover a 
wide field and it is felt that the standard of excellence 
reached during the past sessions will be more than main­
tained. Visits to places of interest will again be a special 
feature of our activities on account of their educational 
value. 

The Edinburgh Centre has decided to award £1 ls. Od. 
to the reader of the best paper which does not receive a 
prize from the Council of the I.P.O.E.E. 

Bury St. Edmunds Centre 
The forthcoming session of the Bury St. Edmunds 

Junim· Centre is looked forward to with interest. A 
number of papers have been promised, including Unit 
Auto No. 6, by Mr. E. P. Shelbourne; The Daily Routine 
of a Lineman, by Mr. A. K. Giddings; and Teleprinter 
No. 3A, by Mr. F. N. Shildrick,· with " subjects later " 
from Messrs. R. G. \V. King and E. Turner. 

Membership has now increased to nineteen. Whilst 
this is very pleasing, there is ample room for improve­
ment, a number of our external staff not having yet 
grasped the advantages of belonging to the society. 

A Junior Library has been inaugurated from which an 
abundance of technical literature may be borrowed free 
of charge. This, with the generous opportunity presented 
by the Senior Institution's Library, makes the member­
ship of those who are keen to further their interests in 
the daily work, very advantageous. 

in the realm of applied acoustics, they now constitute so 
very small a minority. 

A summary of the contents of the book would occupy 
too much space for this review. It is difficult to think of 
anything pertaining to acoustics which does not receive at 
least mention or reference. There is even a chapter 
devoted to electrical apparatus, and summaries of useful 
mathematical formulre and electrical data are inserted as 
appendices. By means of an excellent index the reader 
can readily find his way to whatever interests him and 
read on, without reference to what goes before. Thus the 
arrangement of the subject matter and the grouping of 
the chapters are of little consequence. 

In the matter of units Dr. Davis intrnduces two ideas 
which deserve the serious attention of telephone engineers. 
The name " phon " is suggested as a unit of noise-as is 
now the German practice, and the names " brig " and 
" decibrig " are suggested for a system of logarithmic 
units, analogous to the bel and decibel, but relating to 
numbers only and not necessarily to the magnitudes of 
powers. It seems to me that there is a place for this 
terminology in telephone engineering ; do we not, for 
example, use voltmeters (" volume indicators ") for 
measuring watts-choosing to misuse our voltmeters 
rather than our decibels. 

The text of the book is contained in 334 pages and 
there are more than 100 illustrations including some 
excellent photographic reproductions. A more important 
indication of size is the fact that Dr. Davis has the gift 
of clear expression combined with economy of words. 

W.W. 



District _�_Notes 

London Engineering District 

MILEAGE STATISTICS. 

During the three months ended June 30th, 1934, the 
following changes occurred :-

Telephone Exchange.-Nett increase in overhead and 
underground respectively of 574 and 11,685 miles. 

Telephone Tnmks.-Nett decrease in overhead, 1,305 
miles. Nett increase in underground, 3,312 miles. 

Telegraphs.-Nett decrease in overhead; 48 miles. Nett 
decrease in underground, 899 miles. 

The total single wire mileage at the end of the period 
under review was :-

Under-
Overhead. ground. Total. 

Telephone Exchange 46,225 3,711,327 3,757,552 
Trunks .. . 8,958 204,037 212,995 
Telegraphs 1,131 37,336 38,467 
Spare Wires 3,794 170,281 174,075 

----
Total 60,108 4,122,981 4,183,089 

Scotland West 

GLASGOW-CARLISLE MAIN TRUNK CABLE. 

The provision of the Glasgow-Carlisle Section of a 
new telephone trunk cable, ultimately to forni part of a 
London-Liverpool-Glasgow additional artery, was com­
menced in the Scotland West District as an urgent matter 
on the 25th June last. In this District alone the work 
involves the provision of 106 miles of cable (95 miles of 
4 pair/ 40 lb. + 270 pair /25 lb. and 11 miles of 4 pair/ 40 lb. 
+ 360 pair/25 lb., 86 miles of the former being armoured); 
13 miles of new duct; the building of 178 manholes and 
joint boxes, together with the installation of repeater 
equipment at Glasgow, Beattock and Dumfries. Pending 
the er.ection of a pei:m&nent building at Beattock, the 
equipment is to be accommodated in a temporary 
wooden hut adjacent to the site of the permanent 
building. The aim is to complete the laying and 
jointing of the cable and installation of the equip­
ment by the 31st of October so that the final testing can 
be carried out before the end of the year and the cable 
brought into use early in January next. The whole of 
the duct work and approximately 40% of the cable has 
been laid up to the time of writing (mid August) and the 
marked activity of the Department's Contractors, Messrs. 
The Standard Telephones and Cables Co., Ltd., and the 
Southern United Cable Co., Ltd., is resulting in the cable 
being laid at a rate approximating to H miles per day. 
A full description of the cable as a whole will form the 
subject of an article to appear in a later issue of the 
Journal. 

MULL. EXTENSION OF TELEPHONE SERVICE 
FROM THE MAINLAND. 

The opening of the Mull-Mainland telephone trunk 
service on the 21st June last marked a further step in the 
telephone development of the Western Isles of Scotland. 
Hitherto service was confined to local telephone com­
munication between call offices and the Tobermory Ex-

change with no outlet to the mainland, except by means 
of telegraph. The installation of a switching Exchange 
at Craignure and the provision of a 4-core submarine 
cable across the Firth of Lorne from Craignure to Ohan 
has enabled full trunk facilities to be afforded to telephone 
subscribers on the Island of Mull. Unit Automatic Ex­
changes are in course of erection at Dervaig and Aros 
(Mull) and on the Island of Iona which will extend the 
service from Craignure to distant parts of Mull and Iona. 

In addition to the seven miles of submarine cable laid 
by the Submarine Department (H.M.T.S. " Alert ") the 
scheme has involved the erection of m·er I OOO poles and 
200 miles of wire on the Island. Special arrangements 
for transporting these stores from the mainland were 
made by chartering three vessels of the steam barge type 
which loaded at Ohan and off-loaded, one at the small 
pier at the South end of Mull, and the other two by beach­
ing at high tide at Loch Spelve and Loch Scridian, the 
cargoes being discharged at low tide and distributed by 
lorry to the scene of operations. To cope with the rocky 
nature of the sub-soil, rock drilling plant was also shipped 
to the Island together with the requisite motor transport 
for the conveyance of men and stores from point to point. 
Intercommunication by telephone is now made possible 
for residents and visitors on both sides of the Firth of 
Lorne and telephone subscribers in Mull can enjoy the 
full advantage of modern telephone service. 

South Western 

A Post Office Exhibition was held al Plymouth from 
9th July to 11 th August. 

Some 108,000 people attended in all-about half the 
population of Plymouth. The Exhibition was opened by 
the Mayor of Plymouth who, as part of the opening pro­
cedure, held a conversation with the Captain of the 
" Empress of Britain " which was then on its way to 
America. At the time the vessel was about 750 miles 
west of Cornwall. The necessary arrangements for this 
conversation were carried out by the Engineering Depart­
ment within a few hours of the opening of the Exhibition, 
and the speech, a·s the Mayor remarked, was as clear, if 
not more so, as any local telephone call. Sir Stephen 
Tallents was also present at the opening. 

The Exhibition was an undoubted success, great intertst 
being shown in the Automatic Demonstration which was 
no doubt occasioned by the pending transfer to auto. 
working. 

Brixham auto. transfer took place on the 15th August 
Without a single hitch. The exchange is the second of 
the A.G.S. type to be opened and contains developments 
over the apparatus installed at the original exchange of 
this type, i.e., East Kirby, arising from the experiments 
which have been carried out at the latter. Three Units, 
each equipped with 80 " L and K " relays have been pro­
vided, together with a multiple for 300 lines. The ex­
change works into the Torquay Multi Exchange area and 
is equipped for Multiple l\fotering. It has Adjacent Ex­
change Routing Facilities for Dartmouth. 

The Multi-Channel V.F. System has been extended and 
the Western Scheme which includes V.F: terminal equip­
ment at Bristol, Exeter and Plymouth has now been com­
pleted and brought into use. 
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Staff Changes 

Name. 
- - -------�---

Jen!dns, I. H. ... 

Ryder, w. v .... ... 

Scutt, w. D. ... ... 

i\kEwan, M. R. K. ... 

Farnes, G. H .... . .. 

Parker, T. ... . .. 

Gemmell, w. T. ... 
Barlo\v, T. F .... ... 

Stretch, w. ... ... 

Owen, J. McA. . .. 
Tyson, w. R. . . . 

Jones, H. c. ... ... 
Cooper, M. c. ... 

Kemp, A. . .. . .. 

Hedges, E. w. . .. 
Sturgess, H. E. ... 
Bevis, w. F. ... ... 
Gray, G. ... . .. 
Logan, B. G. ... . .. 

Christie, G. C. ... 
Vause, A. H. . .. ... 

Preston, s. ... ... 

Millington, S. J. T. ... 
F otheringhame, S. D. 
Spiers, J. c. ... 
Jones, C. E. ... 
Iootell, T. E. ... : 
Watkins, L. E. 
McNeille, J. L. 
Rogers, H. ... 
Pullen, L. ... 

Penfold, C. A. 
Houghton, C. W. 
Burke, R. ... 

Holloway, A. ... 
Bent, G. P. ... 

Hanrahan, P. 
Armstrong, c. 
Douglas, A. s. 
Myatt, J. w. ... 
Dolman, L. F. 
Perks, H. ... 
Bradley, H. ... 

... 

. .. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. .. 

... 

Name. 

Johnson, L. P. 
Moody, W. R. N. 
Adam, S. A. F. 
Stanbury, H. C. 0. 
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. .. 
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. .. 

... 
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. .. 

.. . 
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PROMOTIONS. 

From. 

Assistant St-aff Engineer, Equipment 
· - .. Section, E.-in-C.O. 
Executive Engineer, Scot. East 

District. 
Executive Engineer, N. Eastern 

District. 
Assistant Engineer, Scot. East 

District. 
Assistant Engineer; Scot. East 

District. 
Assistant Engineer, N. Eastern 

District. 
Assistant Engineer, Northern District. 

Assistant· Engineer, N. Eastern 
District. 

Assistant Engineer, S. Lanes. District. 

Assistant Engineer, N. Mid. District, 
Assistant. Engineer, S. Wales 

District. 
Assistant Engineer, E.-in-C.O. 

Assistant Engineer, N. Ireland 
District. 

Assistant ·Engineer, S. Lanes. 
District. 

Chief Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Chief Inspector, Rugby Radio Station. 

Chief Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Chief Inspector, London District; -­

Chief Inspector, S. Eastern District. 

Chief Inspector, N . ."Wales District. 
.:. Chief Inspector, London District. 

Chief Inspector, S. vVest District. 

Inspector, N .. Wales District. 
Inspector, Scot._. East District. 
Inspector, N. vVales District. 
Inspector, N. vVa:les District. 

Inspector, N. ·vVest District. 
Inspector, N. Midland District. 
Inspector, N. Midland District. 

Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
S.C. & T., Birmingham. 

S.W.I., S. East District. 
S.W.I., S. East District. 

S.vV.I., Testing Branch, London. 

S.W.I., S. Lanes. District. 
S.,V.I., S. Lanes. District. 

S. W.I., Scot. West District. 
S.W.I., N. Wales District. 
S.W.I., N. vVales District. 
S.W.I., N. Wales District. 

.S.W.I., N. Wales District. 
S.W.I., N. Wales District. 

S.W.I., N. Midland District. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

From. 

Probationary Inspector, S. ·west Dist. 
Probationary Inspector, East Dist. 

Prubalionary Inspector, N. vVest Dist. 
Probationary Inspector, N. Wales Dist. 

To. 

Staff -Ellgirieer; -Tefeph<:itie- SectiOri, - -
E.-in-C.O. 

Assistant Superintending Engineer, 
Scot. East District. 

Assistant Superintending Engineer, 
N. Eastern District. 

Executive Engineer, Scot. East 
District. 

Exe�utive Engineer, Eastern District. 

Executive Engineer, N. Eastern 
District. 

Executive Engineer, Northern District. 
Executive Engineer, Scot. East 

District. 
Executive Engineer, S. Lanes. 

District. 
Executive Engineer, N. Mid. District. 

Executive Engineer, S. Wales 
District. 

Executive Engineer, E.-in-C.O. 
Executive Engineer, N. Ireland 

District. 
Executive Engineer, S. Lanes. 

District. 
Assistant Engineer, E.in-C.O. 
Assistant Engineer,- E.in-C.O. 
Assistant Engineer, E.in-C.0. 

·Assistant Engineer, London District. 
Assistant_ Engineer, S. Eastern 

District. 
Assistant Engineer, N. Wales Distriet. 
Assistant Engineer, London District. 

.. · Assistant Engineer, N. Eastern 
· ·  District. 

Chief Inspector, N. Wales District. 
Chief Inspector, Scot. East District. 
Chief Inspector, N. Wales District. 

Chief Inspector, N. Midland District. 
Chief Inspector, S. West District. 
Chief Inspector, London District. 
Chief Inspector, London Distriet. 
Chief Inspector, Testing Branch. 

Repeater Officer, Class II., 
N. Wales District. 

Inspector, S. East District. 
Inspector, S. East District. 

Inspector, Testing Branch, London. 

Inspector, S. Lanes. District. 
Inspector, S. Lanes. District. 
Inspector, Scot. West District. 
Inspector, N. Wales District. 
Inspector, N: .. Wales District .. 
Inspector, N. VVales District. · -

·Inspector,· N. Wales District. 
Inspector, N. Wales District. 
Inspector, N. Midland District. 

To. 

Inspector, S. \Vest District. 
Inspector, East District. 

Inspector, N. West District. 
Inspector, N. Wales District.· 

I Date. 

20-8-34 

1-1-35 

1-1-35 

22-10-34 

1-1-35 

1"1-35 

1-12-3•1 
1-1-35 

1-12-34 

1-1-35 
1-1�35 

1-8-34 
1-8-34 

13-8-34 

7-8-34 
7-8-34 
7-8-34. 
1-8-34 
2-8"34 _ 

12-B-34. 
i8-34-

·1�ft-31' -
... 

1-7-34 
12-7-34 
12-8-34 
15-6-34-

1-7-3'1 
1-8-34 
1-7-34 

26-6-34 
j7_5:31. 

26-6-34 
16-6-34 

To be fixed 
later. 

. 5-5-34 -

8·7.34 . 

1�2-32 
4�8�34 
4-s:M 
4,8-34 .. 
6-8c33·: · 

24-6.3'!. 
1-8·34 

Date. 

1-5-31 
1-5-34 
2--5-Ji 
2-5�34 

f: 



Name. 

Colledge, T. A. P. 
Crossley, J. . .. 
Shepherd, J: ... 
Taylor, F. ]. D. 
Coombes, R. H. 
Tucker, D. G. 
Drinkwater, l\L 
\Vaumsley, L. V. 
Lovegrove, L. \V. 
\Veaver E \V 
F1'ench,

' 
E.

" 
] .

. 

Cheetham, H. 
Tuck, R. 0 . .. . 
Maybank, E. \V. 
Crowther, L. R: 
Horner, G. H. 
Goford, R. 
J\fodcalf, L. W. 
Lamb, W. H. 
Nonh, P. vV. F. 
Dickenson, C. R. 
Selby, C. H . ... 
Hulc.oop, G. J. 
Bennett, H. V. 
Rule, F. T . ... 
Kirkpatrick, F. E. 
Scowen, F. 
Revell, H. ] . ... 
Beniston, S. . .. 
Martin, B. R. 
de Jong, N. C. C. 
Swain, E. C . ... 
Fi:eeman, J. S. 
Nichols, D. J. 
Hawke, C. 
Fry, A. M. 

Name. 

Hedley, J. 
Horner, F. H. 
Scarr, 1.V. 
Aspinall, H. 0. 
Esc.ott, H. · 

Ray, J. W. 
Milne, J. D. 
F.reeman, _C. E, 
Lane, T. H. 
Pearson, M. 
Goulding; T. S. 
Pigg, P. H. 
Ralph, A. W .... 
Thompson, C. 
Dotterill, F. . .. 
Horobin, J. H. 

- . 
.. . 

. . N-.ame. 
-

Jacquest, A. H. ... 
Ellson, F. A. ... . .. 
Bryden, J. E. z. ... 
Tyso'rl', w. R: .. . 
Philffps, R. S .. •. ... 
Beastall, J. •. G, ... 
}.ones, F. ... 
Millard, c;. w .. r ... 

Hodge, G; W. .. . 
Irwin, A. ... . .. 
Mcintosh, H. B. ... 
Roberts, H. T. ... 
Ingram, c. s .... ... 

: 

... ... 

. . .  . .. 

... ... 

.... . .. 

... . .. 

... ... 

.. . . .. 

. .. . .. 

... . .. 

. . .  . .. 

... ... 

... . .. 

... . .. 

From. 

Probationary Inspector, London Dist. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E. -in-C. O. 

Probationary Inspector, S. Wales Dist. 
Probationary Inspector, N. Wales Dist. 

Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, S. Lanes. Dist. 

U.S."\V., St. Albans Radio Station. 
S.W.II., E. -in-C.O. 

U.S.vV., London District. 
U.S.W., S. \Vest District. 
S.vV.II., N. West District. 

Unest. Draughtsman, N. East Dist. 
U.S.W., London District. 
U.S.W., N. East District. 
U.S.W., London District. 
S.W.II., London District. 
U.S.W., London District. 
S.W.II., London District. 
U.S. W., London District. 
U.S. W., S. West District. 

S.\V. I., Portishead Radio Station. 
U.S.W., Testing Branch. 

S.\V.I., Baldock Radio Station. 

I Frnrn OP"'' Comp"i>;oo. 

Unes. Draughtsman, E.-in-C.O. 
Unest. Draughtsman, S. Mid. Dist. 

Unest. Draughtsman, S. \Vest Dist. 
Unest. Draughtsman, S. \Vest Dist. 

RETIREMENTS. 

Rank. 

Staff Engineer. 
Assistant Staff Engineer. 

Assistant Superintending Engineer. 
EJ\ecutive Engineer. 
Executive Engineer. 
Assistant Engineer. 

Chief Inspector. 
Chief Inspector. 

Inspector. 
Inspector. 
Inspector. 
Inspector. 
Inspector. 
Inspector. 

Inspector. 
Seriior' Draughtsman. 

TRANSFERS. 

To. 

Inspector, London District. 
Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 

Inspector, S. \Vales District. 
Inspector, N. \Vales District. 

Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Inspector, S. Lanes. District. 

Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.0. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C. 0. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C. O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.0. 
Probationary Inspector, E. -in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E. -in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C. 0. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.0. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.0. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E. -in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Probationary Inspector, E.-in-C.O. 
Draughtsman, Cl. II., E.-in-C.O. 

Draughtsman, S. Mid. District. 
Draughtsman, S. \Vest District. 
Draughtsman, S. \Vest District. 

District. 

E.-in-C.0. 
E.-in-C.0. 
N. \Vales. 

London. 
S. Lanes. 

S. Eastern. 
Scot. East. 

London. 
London. 
London. 
London 

N. Eastern. 
London. 

S. Midland. 
S. West. 

E.-in-C.0. 

Rank. From To 

Executiv� Engineer. N. Ireland. E.-in-C.O. 
Executive. Engineer. E.-in-C.O. Testing Branch, London. 
Assistant Engineer. E.-in-C.O. N. Eastern District. 
Assistant Engineer. London District. S. Wales Di5trict. 
Assistant Engineer. E.-in-C.O. s. Lanes. Di>lrict. 
Assisto.nt Engineer- S. Lanes. District. E. -in-C.0. 
Assistant Engineer. E.-in-C.O. S. Lanes. District. 
Assistant Engineer. N. \Vest District. S. East District. 
Assistant E.ngineer. E.-in-C.O. s. East District. 
Assistant Engineer. St. Albans Radio. N. West District. 

·Chief [nspector. N. Midland District. Scot. ·west District. 
Inspector. London District. E.-in-C.O. 
Inspector. Baldock Radio. E.-in-C.O. 

Date. 

1-6-3·! 
4-5-34 

19-5-34 
2-5-34 
2-5-34 
2-5-34 
2-5-34 
1-6-34 
1-6-34 
1-6-34 
1-6-34 . 
1-6-34 
lc6-34 
1-6-3·1 
1-6-34 
1-6-34 
1-6-34 
1-6-34 

. 1-6-34 
1-6-34 
1-6-34 
1-6-34 
1-6-34 
1-6-34 
1-6-3-! 
1-6-34 
1. 6-34 
1-6-34 
1-6-34 

11-4-34 
21-3-34 

2-5-34 
23-5-34 

I. Date. 

19-8-34· 
. 31-'1-34 

11-8-34 
30-6-34 
12-8-34 
30-8-34 
11.7 .. 34 
31-7-34 
24-6-34 
30-6-34 
30-6-34 
15-6-34 
31-7-34 

6-7-34 
4-8-34 

31-8-34 

.�ate. 
---

8.-7.-3.4 
9-7-34 
·1-7-34 
1-8-34 
1-8-34 

15"8-34 
19-8-34 
19-8-34 
26-8-34 

1-9-34 
7-8-34 
7-8-34 

18-8-34 
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CLERICAL GRADES. 

PROMOTIONS. 

Name. From. To. Date. 

Eachus, R. S .... ... ... ... Acting Higher Clerical Officer, Higher Clerical Ollicer, s. l\Iidland 3-7-34 

s. Midland District. District. 
Barker, E. w. M. ... .. . ... Clerical Officer, N .. Midland District. Higher Clerical Officer, N. Midland 15-8-34 

District. 
Riddell, A. B .... ... ... ... Clerical Officer, Scot. \Vest Higher Clerical Officer, Scot. West 3-7-34 

District. District. 
Bagshaw, H. M. .. . ... ... Clerical Officer, s. Lanes. Acting Higher Clerical Ollicer, 18-7-34 

District. s. Lanes. District. 
Franks, G. ... ... . .. ... Higher Clerical Officer, s. Eastern Staff Officer, s. Easte1·n Dist1·i.ct. 19-8-34 

District. 
Bagshaw, H. M. ... ... . . . Acting Higher Clerical Officer, Higher Clerical Officer, s. Lanes. 19-8-34 

s. Lanes. District. District. 
Sand·)rs, T. ... ... . .. · • ·  Clerical Officer, s. \Vestern Higher Clerical Officer, s. ·western 30-11-34 

District. District. 
Clayton, F. B. ... . .. ... Clerical Officer, s. \.Vestern Higher Clerical Officer, s. \.Vestern To be fixed 

District. District. later. 
Hoare, .A. ... . .. ... . .. Clerical Officer, s. \Vales Higher Clerical Officer, s. Wales 1-9-34 

District. District. 
Dall, c. A. ... ... . .. ... Clerical Olliccr, Scot. East District. Higher Clerical Ollicer, N. Eastern To be fixed 

District. liiter. 
Th1ush, G. ... . .. ... . .. Clerical Ollicer, s. Eastern District. Higher Clerical Officer, s. Eastern To be fixed 

District. later. 
Blower, A. w. ... ... ... Clerical Ollicer, N. Midland District. Acting Higher Clerical Ollicer, To be fixed 

s. Midland District. later. 
Gravett, E. ... .. . ... ... Cle1·ical Officer, London District. Higher Clerical Officer, London 19-8-34 

District. 

RETIREMENTS. 

Name. Rank. Location.· Date. 

Taylor, G. ... ... . .. ... Higher Clerical Officer. Scot. \Vest District. 2-7-34 

Carder, A. ... ... . .. . .. Higher Clerical Officer. S. Lanes. District. 17-7-3·1 

Cooke, J. ... ... . .. . .. Higher Clerical Officer. N. Midland District. 14-8-34 

Hardcastle, J. R. ... ... . .. Higher Clerical Officer. N. Eastern District. 8-7-34 

Allin, J. T. A .... .. . . .. . . . Staff Officer. s. Eastern Distdct. 18-8-34 

�forris, F. J. ... . .. ... . .. Higher Clerical Otlicer. s . Wales District:. 26-8-34 

Hills, A. M. ... .. . . .. . . . Higher Clerical Officer. N. Ireland District '23-9-34 

Lyons, J. c . ... . .. ... . .. Higher Clerical Officer. s. Eastern District. 30-9-34 

Hilton, J. E. T. s. ... ... . .. Higher Clerical Officer. London District. 1-9-34 
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This new moving coil 

instrument measures D.C. 
milliamperes, D.C. volts, 

A.C. ·volts and ohms. o.c. 

readin�s are first grade in 

accordance with 8.S.I. No. 89 

and A.C. readings are 

correct within 3 per cent. 

at full scale reading. 

The instrument is complete 

with self-contained It-Volt 

cell. 

xi. 

RANGES 
D.C. MILLIAMPS 0-1. 7.S, 30, ISO and 7SO. 

D.C. VOLTS 0-3, IS, ISO, 300, 450 and 600. ) 1000 ohms 

A.C. VOLTS 0-1 S, I SO, 300, 450 and 600 per 

20 to 4000 cycles per second. volt. 

A.C. MILLIAMPS 0-1. 

RESISTANCE 0-50,000 ohms self-contained 
and up to 0-30 megohms with 
external D.C. sou rce up to 600V. 

DIMENSIONS Ji" x 4!11 x 2111 

PRICE £5 I Ss. including substantial case and 
all accessories. 

Write for list In.1. 

' FER�ANTI LTD. HOLLINWOOD, LANCS., London Office: Bush House, Aldwych, W.C.2. 
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MOULDINGS 
IN WHITE OR 
C O L O URS. 
BAKELITE -
BEETLE 
AND OTHER 
SYNTHETICS 

PLASTIC MOULDINGS HAVING 

HEAT - ACID - OIL - ALKALI -

WATER RESISTING QUALITIES. 

EBONESTOS INSULATORS l!P 
Excelsior Works, 

Rollins Street, 
Canterbury Road, 

LONDON, S.E.15. 
'l'elL.phonL 
NEW CROSS 1913 l51inesl 

OF GREATER VALUE 
Progr�ssive telephone people who read TELEPHONY are of greater value 
to their employers. Each issue of TELEPHONY, which has been the 
telephone industry's leading journal for over thirty,three years, contains 
valuable information on engineering, construction, commercial and main� 

tenance subjects. Enter your subscription today-you will not regret it. 
?ubscription price $5.00, U.S. money, for 52 interesting and instructive 
issues . 

.,Address: Electrical Trading and Electricity Technical Book Dept., 6S, 
Long Acre, London, W.C. 2, for a sample copy of TELEPHONY. 
T&L�FHONY PUBLISHING CORP .. 608, S. DHilutra St. Ct.in••• tU.,·U.S.A. 



STUDY 

AT 

HOME 

YOU CAN HAVE A 
COLLEGE TRAINING IN 
ALMOST ANY CAREER 
FOR A FEW SHILLINGS 

IN YOUR 

SPARE 

TIME 
MONTHLY. 

Founded 

33 

YEARS 
OF 

SUCCESS 
1900 

THIS IS THE BENNETT 
COLLEGE-ALL OF IT 
The Bennett College is oot a Rented Room in a 
well known street-ii· is a Colleg<, with over 

30 years of unbroken succeu. 

The Bennett College Courses for the G.P.0 and C.G.I, 
examinations have been prepared in close collaboration 
with P.O. Officials. The Courses combine the 
knowledge of technical experts and teaching \�t specialists ; the tuition is kept con- oc\\t.SS 
stantly in touch with � S1 \l\\ \\\.\} 
m o d  em pro- �..i\} �\) �"t. �� 
gr e s s. •\\. �" \\\ ' � A-lv•n "��sfu •\.t.Ct t •rcrweh••• 

sUCu "t C\\'- over .uotbu •• 11 .... \ttO \\"\}t."u · I. All Text-books are 

°'"t. n\\tS\l� supplied FREE. 

\J\\� 2. All our Text-books are compiled 
especially for the examination. 

3. T he Text-books are sent to the Student immediately 
he joins the College. 

4. A small Monthly payment brings you exactly the same 
privileges as if you paid the fees in advance. 

5. All lessons are corrected on the College premises and 
returned the same day as they arrive. This means No Delay. 

SPECIAL COURSES PROVIDED FOR: 
P.O. Probationary Inspectors (Open & Limited) 
P.O. Superintendents of Traffic (Open & Limited) 
P.O. Probationary Asst. Engineers (Limited) 
C.G.I. Telephony Examinations (All grades) 
C.G.I. Telegraphy Examinations (All grades) ; B.Sc. 

(Eng.); A.M.l.F..E., etc. 

The Bennett College is the principal Postal 

Training Centre for P.O. Engi neers, and special 

consideration is given to their requirements. 

WE GUARANTEE TUITION UNTIL SUCCESSFUL 

l'arliculnrs (lJtd .lld:1fr,· 011 .";"/wfia, FR EC:. 

P.O. Dept. 24, 
The Bennett College Ltd., Sheffield. 
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EXAMINATION 

SUCCESSES 
Since the B. I. E.T. was founded several years 

ago, we have .specialised in preparing candidates 
for leading Technical Examinations, and our success 
may be gauged from the fact that over all this period 
of time, our candidates have returned the remarkable 
average pass record of 

OVER 93% SUCCESSES. 
Here arc some recent results :-

Jn the Probationary Inspectors' Examination 
held in December 1931, 7 out of our 8 
candidates were selected for interview. 
Jn the Probationary Inspectors' Examination 
held in December 19 32, one of our students 
obtained 1 st. place. 
In the I.E.£. Examinations held in 1932, 37 
out of our 37 candidates passed successfully. 
Not one failed. 
Jn the Assistant Superintendent of Traffic 
(Limited Competition) Examination held in 
April, a student of the Institute obtained 
lst. place. 

Vve teach successfully by correspondence and 
definitely guarantee-

" NO PASS-NO FEE" 
You are advised to send for a copy of our. 

General Prospectus " ENGINEERING OPPOR­
TUNITIES." This Hand-1.Jook contains 256 pages 
of most useful information. It also contains 
particulars of all leading Engineering Examinations, 
including 

Probationary Inspectors (Open & Limited Competition) 
Probationary Assistant Engineers( Limited Competition) 
Assistant Superintendent of Traffic (Open and 

Limited Competition) 
City and Guilds, Special G.P.O. Examination, 
l.E.E., B.Sc., A. M.I.C.E., London Matric., etc., etc. 

The Hand-book also outlines "up-to-the-minute " 
courses of Home-Study in all brnnciles of Engineer-
ing. . 
Special Courses are offered in Telegraphy, Manual 
Telephony, Automatic Telephony, Telephone Transmission, 
Electrical Technology, Wireless and High Frequency Radio 
Communication, Alternating Currents, Talking-Picture 
Engineering, etc., etc. 

Our 256 page Hand-book should be on your Book­
shelf. It will be gladly sent on request, FREE and 
without obligation. (Please state s1tbject or Exam­
ination of most interest). 

British Institute of Engineering Technology 
369, Shakespeare House, 

29/31, Oxford Street, London, W.1 
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SPECIALLY APPLICABLE TO 

TELEPHONE MEASUREMENTS 

The DECIBEL METER 
3:\· in. INSTRUMENT, METAL CASE, FLUSH MOUNTING 

A direct reading instrument used either as a milliammeter or as a 

voltmeter, indicating DECIBELS above or below a given level. 

The instrument has a linear decibel scale and is best suited to ranges 

of I 0 milliamperes or 50 volts. 

The total decibel range is about 45 decibels over the audio frequency 

range. 

PRICES ON APPLICATION. 

Enquiries are welcomed for instruments of all types 

including those for special purposes. 

Made at the SALFORD ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENT WORKS of 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO., LTD. 
Head Office: MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 

Braochts throughout Great Britain nod in all the principal markeh of the World 



Differential Moving Coil MILLIAMMETERS 

T, 1098 WALL MOUNTING TYPE. 

For Telegraph Circuits 

T. 1097. TABLE MOUNTING TYPE. 

TABLE, WALL AND PANEL 

MOUNTING TYPES 

T. I 089. PANEL MOUNTING TYPE. INVALUABLE as line Milliammeters 
on Differential Duplex, Sub-Audio 

Frequency and many other Telegraph Systems, also for testing 
purposes in connexion with Land Line and Radio Communication. 

Pnrlitt1lars wil' Dt uni on request. 

ELLIOTT BROTHERS (London) LTD., Century. Works, Lewisham, S.E.13 Telephone: 
Lee Green '6'6 

in association with 

SIEMENS BROTHERS & COMPANY, LIMITED, Woolwich, London, S.E.tB ,i������h'·i161 

SEND US PARTICULARS 

OF YOUR JOB, AND OUR 

TECHNICAL ENGINEERS 

WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH 

THE DATA YOU NEED. 

FREDERICK SMITH & COMPANY 
INCORPORATED IN THE LOND0°N ELECTRIC WIRE 

COMPANY AND SMITHS, LIMITED 

ANACONDA WORKS SALFORD 3, LANCS, 

Telephone: Dlackfriaro 8701 (8 linu) Telernma: Anaconda, M11ncheater.', 



I MAINTAINING EFFICIENCY 

TELEPHONE: 

SOUTHAMPTON 

2141 (3 LINES) 

The high standard of efficiency 

of Pirelli� Gerteral Telephone 

Cables is maintained by the 

continuous research work of an 

experienced Technical Staff. 

l1RELLI-tiENERAl 
CABLE WORKS, Ltd., SOUTHAMPTON 

TELEGRAMS: 

"PIG EK A YBEL, 

SOUTHAMPTON." 

L 
Proprietors: PIRELLI, LTD., and THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO .. LTD. II 
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Printed and Published by B1nc11 & WHITTINGTON, Epsom, Surrey. 


	CONTENTS
	The Autodial
	Seven-Digit A.C. Keysending
	Telegraph and Telephone Plant in the United Kingdom
	Pneumatic Tube Facilities at Central TelegraphOffice
	Parcel Conveyors
	The London Trunk Centre
	Frequency Characteristics of a Western Electric Moving Coil Microphone
	Telephone Transmission-IV.
	Carrier Telephony in Underground Cables
	Recent Developments in Concrete Kiosk Construction
	Carrier Telephony on Aerial Lines
	A Transmission Test Set for Subscribers' Instruments, Local Lines, and Exchange Apparatus
	A Precision Heterodyne Oscillator
	Modernizing Teleprinter . Diagrams
	An Anti-Sidetone Coil for Local Battery Circuits
	E. H. T. Switchgear with Automatic Change-over Device
	A New Electric Mails Lift
	Note on the Singing Point of Two-Wire Repeaters
	Notes and Comments
	Junior Section Notes
	Book Review
	District _􀀌_Notes
	Staff Changes
	INDEX TO ADVERTISERS

