Film Archivist Report for AGM 2026
The cooperation with Hitchin Band to create a concert where they accompanied extracts from some of the Historical Society films culminated in a highly successful show in St Mary’s Church over the summer. We look forward to working with them again in the future
I was able to transfer the two 8mm Hitchin Society films from 1964-1966, received via Debbie Barstow, to digital media. I prepared  edited and heavily restored versions of the two films which were presented at the Christmas gathering in December. I couldn’t be present myself but understand they were well received.
A recording of the commentary for the first film was passed to me by Alan Fleck. However the poor quality made it unusable though it was possible to create a script. I hope to make a further restoration of the first film to include some of the commentary.
I have been in contact with the East Anglian Film Archive in Hertford, who have helped my predecessor, Richard Whitmore, in the past, to ask if they would be interested in taking copies of the Society’s films for their archive. Discussions will continue.
May I remind members that the Society will be delighted to receive any photographs, slides, cine film or video that illustrate our town’s history with your permission for reproduction. Hitchin is changing all the time and if someone doesn’t record the changes, they will be lost forever.

Sam Hallas
