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"Patience" was first performed on Saturday, April 23rd, 1881, 

at the Opera Comique and subsequently transferred to the Savoy 

Theatre, thus being the first opera to be performed in the traditional 

home of G & S opera. The opera is a satire on the aesthetic cult then 

in vogue under the leadership of Whistler, Swinburne and Oscar 

Wilde-and to this day the traditional costume of Bunthorne combines 

characteristics of these three personages. 

" Patience " concerns the fate of a conscious fraud, Reginald 

Bunthorne, who is finally hoisted on his own petard, and left a lonely 

bachelor by the maidens who have previously adored him. 

Several numbers in the original production were cut out after the 

first performance-a second verse to the duet between Angela and 

Patience, and only a couple of years ago, a study of the license copy of 

the opera which Gilbert had submitted to the Lord Chamberlain's 

office revealed the existence of a song for the Duke most immediately 

before the second act finale-dialogue in the present version of the 

opera. 

Musically, the score is one of Sullivan's wittiest, and a rare exam­

ple of Sullivan's delineation of character being better than Gilbert's. 

Thus we have simple tunes for the milkmaid Patience, fussy patter 

for tattling Bunthorne, languid music for the lyric poet Grosvenor, 

sickly cloying music for the Duke, irascible military music for the 

Colonel. Perhaps the final touch is added by Gilbert's bringing on 

to the stage a Solicitor who is not permitted to say a word. M.P.W. 


